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TO 


THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD 


GE OR GK 


LORD BISHOP OF LINCOLN, 


My Loxp, 


"HE honour you have conferred 
upon he in permitting me to 
dedicate theſe Sermons of my deceaſed 
Father to your Lordſhip, claims my 
moſt grateful acknowledgments. Your 
Lordſhip will perceive that they were 
never intended to meet the eye of pub- 
lic criticiſm: they are in the exact ſtate 
in which they came from his mouth ; 
and diſplay the genuine picture of his 
manners and his mind. If the peruſal 


of theſe Diſcourſes afford your Lordſhip 


22 any 


: 

: 

: 
- 


iv DEDICATION. 


any pleaſure, my end will be fully an- 
ſwered, and I truſt every Reader, judi- 
cious and candid like your Lordſhip, 
will be ſure to receive the ſame enter- 


tainment. 


I am, 
with ſincere reſpect, 
my Lord, 
your Lordſþip's dutiful 


and obedient ſervant, 


RICHARD CHALONER Cong. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Editor defires his moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments to his many kind and generous 
Friends, who, by their numerous Subſcrip- 
tions to theſe Sermons, have teſtified ſo great a 
regard for him and his family ; and begs they 
will pardon the inaccuracies that may occur, 


as the Sermons are exactly printed from the 


MSS. left by the Author. 
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ERA MON I 


JEREMIAH, CHAP, UI. PART OF THE 25TH VERSE. 


We lie down in our ſhame, and our confuſion covereth us: 
For we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God, 


N theſe words the prophet Jeremiah gives 

us a lively deſcription of the repentance of 
the people of Iſrael, who had ſo juſt a ſenſe of 
the folly and heinouſneſs of their fins, as filled 
them with ſhame and confuſion. Shame is one 
of the ſtrongeſt paſſions in human nature ; ſo 
eſſential to a true repentance, that it neceſſarily 
accompanies it; it being impoſſible to enter 
into a ſincere reſolution of reforming the irre- 
gularities of our lives, without we were ſenſible 
that they reflected a diſgrace upon us, and were 
a ſcandal and reproach to human nature. It 1s 
ſuch an apprehenſion as this that will make us 
look back on our paſt fins with the utmoſt hor- 
ror and deteſtation, and reſolutely withſtand all 
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future temptations which would betray us into 


the like deteſtable practices. Virtuous impreſ- 


ſions are not eaſily ſtamped on a mind which 
imprudence has ſteeled againſt a ſenſe of its 


errors: but before Hat modeſty is ſhaken off, 
which the great Author of our Beings hath 
wiſely implanted in us, as the moſt effectual 
reſtraint from the licentious indulgence of our 
inordinate appetites, there is great hopes of the 
reformation of mens' morals, if it be but purely 
out of reſpect, and reverence to the dignity of 
their nature, which was formed for the enjoy- 
ment of the greateſt good, and therefore ought 
not to be debaſed with the ſcandalous purſuit of 
the molt execrable vices. Sin is ſo contrary to 
the principles of reaſon, that men muſt do vio- 
lence to themſclves before they can commit it 
without a ſecret reluctance : their .conſciences 


will be loud and clamorous to upbraid them 


with their guilt, at every ſerious interval ; and 
terrify them with a lively apprehenſion of their 


danger. Such convictions, which nothing but 
an hardened impudence can. ſtifle and ſuppreſs, 
naturally produce an inward diſlike of wicked 
actions, which is gradually improved into an 
utter abhorrence of them. So that next to the 
grace of God, without which we are incapable 


of 
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4 of performing any of thoſe duties enjoined us 
Is by our religion, there is nothing which more 
effectually leads us to repentance, than the 
ſhame, which the Scriptures every where repre- 
ſent, as an inſeparable companion of it. The 
language of all true penitents ought then to be 
that of the Iſraelites, in the words of my text: 
— We lye down in our ſhame, and our confuſion 
covereth us; for we have finned againſt the 
Lord our God. In diſcourſing on which words, 
I ſhall ſhew, that fin is ſhameful. 

Firſt, In itſelf, becauſe of the malignity of 
its nature. 

Secondly, In reſpe& to that God, againſt 
whom, and in whoſe preſence, it is commit- 
ted. 

Firſt, Sin is ſhameful in itſelf becauſe of 
the malignity of its nature. — This will appear, 
if we conſider what ſhame is. A paſſion ari- 
ſing in us from the conſciouſneſs of our having 
committed ſome evil action, and which it was 
in our power to have avoided : that trouble 
and regret which we feel within ourſelves, when 
we reflect on our voluntary imperfections, and 
the infamy to which they deſervedly expoſe us. 
So that, in reality, nothing can be ſhameful, 
1 but 
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but what is criminal in itſelf, or is the conſe- 
quence of ſome previous crime we have been 
guilty of. Poverty we have no reaſon to be 
aſhamed of, or bluſh at, if we have not brought 
it on ourſelves by our own zdleneſs and extra- 
vagance : that misfortune is ſo far from being 
a reproach to our innocence, that providence 
may have deſigned it as a trial of our virtue, 
and to qualify us for the glorious rewards of it. 
Nor have we any more reaſon to be aſhamed of 
our bodily deformities ; fince, for the moſt part, 


it is entirely out of our power either to prevent, 


or remove them. The regulation of our face 
and features 1s not left to our own care and 
management; if it were, what pains would not 
be taken to rectify a bad complexion, a miſbapen 
body, or a diftorted limb : nay, how induſtrious 
are many to hide and palliate zs/e, even where 
their endeavours are ſo far from concealing 
them, that they render them the more conſpi- 
cuous? To be aſhamed of any thing of this 
nature, beſides the manifeſt folly of it, is an 
impious reflection on the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of Providence, to whoſe diſpenſation we have 
not learnt to pay a patient and ſubmiſſive reſig- 
nation. But though bodily defects reflect 10 

diſgrace 


S ER M O N 1. 5 


diſgrace on us, we cannot but bluſh at thoſe 
moral defects in our ſouls, by which they are as 
much deformed, as our bodies poſſibly can be, 
by the moſt irregular and diſproportionate tex- 
ture of their ſeveral conſtituent parts. The 
beauty of the ſoul conſiſts in the regularity of 
its appetites and deſires; as that of the body 
reſults from a juſt ſymmetry of its members ; 
ſo that the beauteous harmony of the one is as 
much deſtroyed by /n, as that of the other is, 
by the moſt monſtrous and unnatural diſtortions. 
Nor is it poſſible, that the deformity of our 
fouls, ſhould lie / latent and concealed, as not 
to be obvious to the all-ſeeing Providence ; nay, 
for the moſt part, they lay open enough to the 
view and cenſure of mankind : much leſs can 
they eſcape the notice of our own conſciences ; 
which, notwithſtanding all our vain endea- 
vours to filence their clamorous accuſations, 
will not fail to paſs a true and impartial judg- 
ment on all our actions — ſet our fins before us 
in ſo true a light, that we ſhall ſtart and ſhud- 
der at the hideous proſpect, and be aſhamed of 
our folly, in having ſubjected our reaſon to 
thoſe inferior faculties, over which God has 
given us an undoubted ſovereignty. Sin diſ- 

orders 
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orders all the internal ſprings of our actions, 
darkens our underſtandings, perverts our wall, 
and miſguides our affections: ſuch an unnatu- 
ral ſtate of confuſion are we reduced to by the 
irregularities of our appetites, which are en- 
gaged in the purſuit of the meane/t and moſt 
unworthy objects, ſuch as bear no proportion 
to the excellence and dignity of a human ſoul. 
The great care and caution wherewith even the 
wicked endeavour to conceal Heir faults, is a 
ſtrong preſumption, that they are conſcious of 
their wickedneſs. Unwilling that their ſecret 
fins ſhould be brought to light, they commonly 
chuſe to commit them in darkneſs, as if it 
were their chicfeſt concern to bury them in 
perpetual oblivion. They that be drunk, ſays 
the Apoſtle (1 Theſſ. c. v. and vii.) are drunk 
in the night, as if it were the propereſt ſeaſon 
for tbe debaucheries, which are not fit to be 
expoſed to the view of the world. Nor is 
drunkenneſs the only fin that flies the light ; 
the wicked are as ſolicitous to caſt a veil over 
their other vices, as that of temperance, be- 
ing fully ſenſible that infamy and diſgrace are 
the ſure effects of them. However deaf to the 
loud alarms of a guilty conſcience — however 


eſtranged 
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eſtranged to their nat ve modeſly—however am- 
bitious of being thought to dare the vengeance 
Heaven, by refuſing to ſubmit to the re- 
ſtraints— ſome wretches may appear; yet not- 
withſtanding the feigned confidence they aſſume 
to make the world believe they are inwardly at 
peace, and entirely ſatisfied with the preſent 
conduct of their lives; — notwithſtanding their 
carrying it off with that air of af/urance, which 
innocence alone can inſpire, — yet they cannot, 
when reflecting, but feel all the tormenting per- 
plexities of ſhame, all the bitter pangs of an- 
guiſh and remorſe. Such was the opinion of 
the Roman Satyriſt, and whoever differs from 
theſe ſentiments of that wiſe heathen, muſt be 
a great ſtranger to the conſequences of vice, 
and utterly unacquainted with the frame of 
human nature. The imputation of folly, man 
can very ill digeſt ; but, whatever pretences the 
finner may make to wiſdom, he ever carries 
about with him an undeniable evidence of a 
weak underſtanding, and argues him to be ei- 
ther deſtitute of reaſon, or to be guilty of a 
very groſs abuſe of it. Sin and conſideration 
are of all things the moſt inconſiſtent ; hence, 
fin and folly are uſed as convertible terms in 


holy 
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holy Scripture, and the fool and ſinner are in- 
ſeparably joined together. Thus David addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the Lord, when his heart ſmote 
him after he had numbered his people -I have 
finned greatly in that I have done; and now I 
beſeech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of 
thy ſervant, for I have done fooliſhly. (2 Sam. 
c. XXiv. v. 10.) Thus Aaron acknowledged his 
fault, when he had ſeditiouſly joined with Mi- 
riam in reviling Moſes : Alas, my Lord, I be- 
eech thee, lay not the fin upon us, wherein wwe 
have done fooliſhly, and wherein we have ſinned. 
God himſelf expreſsly tells us, that the ſtub- 
bornneſs and diſobedience of his people Iſrael, 
proceeded from their ignorance and folly, (Deut. 
XXX11. v. 28, 29.) They are a nation void of 
counſel, neither is there any underſtanding in 
them : ob, that they were wiſe, that they under- 
flood this, that they would confider their latter 
End! As ſin is ſhameful becauſe of the folly 
of it, ſo is it alſo, as it ſubjects us to the moſt 
abject ſtate of ſervitude. Under this notion, 
fn is repreſented in the ſcriptures ; (Rom. c. vi. 
v. 17, 18.) God be thanked, ſays the Apoſtle, 
that ye were the ſervants of fin; but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

which 
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which was delivered you. Being then made free 
from ſin, ye became the ſervants of righteouſ= 
neſs, Liberty, man's boaſted privileage, is but 
an empty name where vice has taken poſſeſſion; 
it commands, like a lawleſs tyrant, and few 
dare diſobey. Whence do you preſume, ſays 
the wiſe heathen to the libertine, to call your- 
ſelf free, when ſo many paſſions rule over you? 
Though you have not loſt your civil liberty, 
you are ſtill a ſlave, and of the two, your ſer- 
vitude is the more inſupportable. Thus fin ap- 
pears to be ſhameful in itſelf, as it brings the 
greateſt infamy and reproach with it. I come 
now, Secondly, To ſhew that it is ſhameful in 
reſpect to that God againſt whom, and in whoſe 
preſence, it is committed. Man never appears 
to greater advantage, his actions never ſhine 
with greater luſtre, than when actuated by the 
principle of graz:tude : a principle ſo amiable, 
the breach of which is a reproach to a reaſon- 
able creature, The common offices of friend- 
ſhip lay fo great an obligation on thoſe that re- 
ceive them, that ingratitude ſeems even to be a 
contradiction in nature, If then we fear to of- 
fend our friend, ſhall we dare to be ungrateful 
to Him, in whom we live, move, and have our 


Being ? 
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Being? Shall we tranſgreſs the laws of Him 
to whom we owe all the obligations that can be 
conferred on us — without whoſe protection and 
patronage we cannot ſubſiſt a ſingle moment? 
Shall we trample on the authority of Him, who 
hath given us the moſt ſenſible demonſtrations 
of his love and tenderneſs towards us ? Can we 
be capable of making the baſeſt and moſt un- 
worthy returns for the affectionate expreſſions 
of a generous and undeſerved benevolence ? As 
we ought to be aſhamed to ſin againſt God, as 
he is our greateſt Benefactor, ſo we may conſi- 
der further, that every ſin that we commit is 
in his preſence, and —I tremble to ſpeak it — 
under his more immediate inſpeQion. — That 
God ſees all our actions, is of infinitely greater 
concern to us, than if they were expoſed to the 
view and cenſure of mankind : though ſuch is 
the modeſty, or rather folly, of vice, that it 
ſhuns the preſence of a virtuous man, when it 
Cares appear before the eyes of God. As God 
is a Being of infinite purity he muſt be an irre- 
concileable enemy to vice, againſt which he has 
denounced the ſevereſt penalties. The caſe of 


every ſinner is the fame with His, who is arro- 


gant enzugh to commit a capital crime in the 


preſence 
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preſence of that judge, from whom he is to re- 
ceive his trial and condemnation. (Conſider this 
ſeriouſly, and lay it to heart.) Every aclion of 
our life is to be laid open at His tribunal, who 
has himſelf been the witneſs of them. If we 
are not aſhamed of our fins, when we look on 
the day of judgment under the diſadvantageous 
circumſtances of diſtance and futurity ; yet we 
ſhall moſt certainly be 5, when the ſecrets of 
all hearts ſhall be diſcovered. In that dreadful 
day, when all the deeds of darkneſs ſhall be 
brought to light, with all the aggravating cir- 
cumſtances that enhance heir guilt, how great 
will be the ſhame and confuſion of thoſe 
wretches, who now glory in their impiety ? 
Then ſhall they call in vain on the mountains 
and rocks to cover them from the face of Him 


that fitteth on the throne. (Rev. c. 6. v. 16.) 
Then they will feel the ſting of an awakened 


conſcience, when it is too late to reform heir 
miſcarriages, or to avoid the ſentence then to be 
pronounced on them Go, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels — Happy therefore, will our condition be, 
if whilſt we continue here, we reflect on our 
ins with ſuch ſhame and abhorrence, that we 

may 
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may not (and, I pray God, we may not) here- 
after remember them to our eternal confuſion. 
Such a religious ſhame, accompanied with an 
unfeigned repentance of all our fins, may pre- 
ſerve us from the dreadful effects of them.— 
Then ſhall we with confidence appear at the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and receive that bleſ- 
ſing which our merciful Saviour ſhall then pro- 
nounce to all that v and fear him.--Come, 
ye bleſſed children of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of 
the world. 


That this may be our caſe, God of his infi- 

nite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our 

| Lord, to whom with the Father and the Holy 
| Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, now and for 


ever. 
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EZ E KIEL, CHAP, XVIII. VER. zo. 


Repent and turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, 
ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin, 


1 F eternal happineſs was to be obtained by a 


wiſh, or deſire only, if ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open to us, like the fooliſh virgins in the Goſ- 
pel, was ſufficient to gain admittance into Hea- 
ven; who amongſt us would ever be excluded? 
not even the moſt profligate ſinner would ſcru- 
ple or refuſe to be at ſo little pains, was he 
certain of enjoying a reward much greater than 
in reaſon he can deſerve. But to perform thoſe 


duties, {which God himſelf requires from us} 
fo abſolutely neceſſary for the obtaining it, ſeems 


ſo difficult, ſo laborious a taſte, that few, or 
none at all, will undertake. And ſuch is the 
duty of repentance, which upon the account of 


the many ſeeming difficulties there are in the 


perform- 
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performance of it; it happens that ſome have 


| reſolved wholly to neglect. But it 1s to be 


hoped that we who are here aſſembled have much 
better diſpoſitions to religion, and are ready to 
perform its duties, and dread being reckoned in 
the number of 7ho/e who hate to be reformed. 
Repentance is, by the apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
called one of the firſt principles of the doctrine 
of Chriſt, thereby intimating, how neceſſary 


it is to lay ſuch a foundation, that we might the 


better go on unto perfection. 

There are numberleſs paſſages in ſcripture 
which fully evidence the importance of this 
duty, nay even reaſon itſelf, dictates thus much 
to us, that if we injure our neighbour either 
by word or deed, we think ourſelves obliged to 
aſz pardon, and manifeſt our ſorrow for the of- 
fence, How much more reaſonable is it then, 
that we humble ourſelves before God, promiſ- 
ing a change and amendment of life, whom we 
every day affront by finning againſt him, by 
defying his laws, and deſpiſing his commandments. 
I need not therefore infiſt on the reaſonableneſs 
of the duty of repentance, which = hope will 
readily be granted ; but ſhall, in my following 
diſcourſe, conſider what thoſe obſtructions are, 


which 
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which generally prevent men from performing 
it; and offer ſome conſiderations to engage you 
to ſet about it, becauſe thoſe obſtructions are 
not of weight enough to excuſe the neglect. 
The firſt obſtruction is, that it is ſuppoſed 
to be a duty which requires a great deal of 
pains and labour, and is very difficult in the 
performance ; indeed thus much we muſt own, 
that when a man begins firſt to combat with 
his vices, and to withdraw himſelf from the 
power of hoſe fins he has been a long time 


ſubjeft to; there will be ſome dificulty in the 


undertaking, and what requires @ vigorous re- 


ſolution to get the victory. For whereſoever 


ſin is become habitual, it is like a ſecond na- 
ture, not egſily rooted out, but ſticks as cloſe 
as the Ethiopians fein, or the leopard's ſpots. 
Hence it is, that the doctrine of repentance 
meets with ſo little ſucceſs, becauſe it ſeems to 
oblige us to the performance of a duty /oaded 
with innumerable difficulties, and becauſe the 
practice of it is diſagreeable to moſt mens' viti- 
ated palates and inclinations; can the miſer, for 
inſtance, be perſuaded to withdraw his affec- 
tions from Yig darling treaſure, in which bis 
Whole life and foul are wrapt up, without the 
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greateſt reluctance? Or can the man of plea- 


fure bid adieu to the vanities of the world he 


fo much delights in, without ſtriving againſt 
and ſubduing his very nature? And this every 
habitual ſinner is ſenſible of, that rather than 
ſet about to re/orm his life which he fancies 
will create abundance of trouble, he reſolves to 
continue in his accuſtomed ſtate of 1mpenttency, 


What makes the duty difficult ariſes purely from 


a long indulging ourſelves in a vicious courſe of 


finning : ſo that God can by no means be 
charged as being a ſevere taſk-maſter for im- 
poſing it on us, ſince it is certain that through 
our own folly we make it to be ſuch. 

The unpleaſantneſs of this duty is commonly 
urged as another obſtruction, which is often 
apt to deter men from complying readily with 
the performance. How can I, ſays the man 
of pleaſure, think of retiring from the world, 
which by complying to this duty, I muſt do, 
and never more gratify my luſts and paſſions, 
which are now grown headſtrong and unruly, 
and are importunate with me to be indulged ? 
What recompence can be made me for the loſs 
of that company which hath often cheared me 


in a mclancholy humour, and with whom I 
have 
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have ſpent my time much to my heart's con- 
tent. It can by no means be a grateful work 
to look back upon the paſt actions with a re- 
ſolution to deteſt them, and never again to de- 
light ourſelves with them. This work is only 
fit for men of melancholy tempers, whoſe pa- 
lates are grown inſipid, and are already dead to 
the world : men who can no longer be wicked, 
unleſs in imagination, and whoſe faculties fail 
to exert themſelves with their uſual vigour. 

At this unaccountable rate will ſome men 
argue fooliſhly, from a wrong notion of plea- 
ſure ; and imagine, that the unpleaſantneſs of 
the duty of repentance is a ſufficient pretence 
{or their neglect. 

True pleaſure conſitts, not as ſome wildly 
imagine in gratifying their brutal lufts and ap- 


petites, but rather in being religious, and in 


having a conſcience always void of offence, both 
towards God and towards men. Indeed to view 
a life ill ſpent, to ranſack and pry into the 
wickedneſs of the heart, will doubtleſs cauſe 


great uneaſineſs at the Giimal proſpect. But 


this may be a good argument of a ſincere pe- 


nitent, who is touched to the quick, and made 
ſenſible of the odiouſneſs of fin, and how very 
conſiſtent it is with divine juſtice to inflict a 

Kor I. Go punich- 
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puniſhment unleſs prevented by repentance, and 
how offenſive it is to God, againſt whom it is 
committed. This uneaſineſs of mind is not 
unlike that of a traveller, who at the firſt ſet- 
ting out on his journey, 1s perplexed with the 
roughneſs of the way. He meets many ob- 
ſtacles that retard him, and perhaps too at a 
diſtance he fees ſtill greater than theſe already 
paſſed, at which his heart faints, and diſcou- 
rages him to proceed. But if he is a man of 
reſolution, and not eaſily diſpirited, he will pro- 
cecd in hopes the latter end of his journey will 
prove more pleaſant, which will abundantly re- 
compence him for the uncaſineſs he at firſt la- 

boured under. 
The caſe is much the ſame with him who 
intends to reform his life, who, in order to this 
end, firſt reficcts and conſiders what is paſt: 
which confideration brings into his mind ſuch 
horrid ideas as to deter him from proceeding 
further. But if he proves as reſolute as the 
traveller was ſuppoſed to.be, he may be aftured 
of having a much better proſpect hereafter ; 
and what doth now ſo much torture him will, 
by his perieverance in well-doing, be ſucceeded 
by fomething more pleaſant, and what will af- 
tord hun ſolid and ſubſtantial ſatisfaction. Be- 
fides 
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ſides it is certain, that in being religious, and 
living in obedience to the laws of God, there 
ariſes more pleaſure than in being wicked, and 
living in obedience to our own luſts, 

The unpleaſantneſs of repentance, which is 
allowed only to be at firſt, can be of no weight 
to hinder us from ſetting about it. Let a man 
but make the trial, and I am ' perſuaded that 
what his fancy repreſented to him as uncouth 
and unpleaſant, he will upon a nearer view find 
not ſo terrible as is too often ſuggeſted to en- 
courage impenitency. Let a man, I fay but 
make this trial, and call his own ways to re- 
membrance, the conſequence will be as it was 
with the Royal Pſalmiſt — 7o turn bis feet unto 
God's teſtimonies. 

Another hinderance, (the laſt I ſhall men- 
tion) is the hopes of long life, which makes 
men delay their repentance, that when they 
ſhall arrive at a good old age, then will they 
readily offer up their ſervices to God, and wil- 
lingly put in practice the duties of religion. — 
Such a ſcheme as this is often laid by fooliſh 
and inconfiderate men to attain future happi- 
neſs, but it is to be tcared, that they are as 
often deceived in not obtaining the end of their 
wiſhes. For what aſſurance can vie mortals 


£74 have 


OY SS - 
— — * 8 — LE” — 


4 
| 
4 
1 
i 
- 
[ 


— — 


— — ſ — N 


— 
— 2 


— 


— 


—— 
—— — — IE IR= 


= * * — 
* . 
— 

— — — 


20 E N NM AN II. 
have that our lives ſhall be prolonged? Is it 


not ſolely in the power of God, in whom we 


live, move, and have our being, to cut us off 
in the very midſt of our days? This preſump- 
tion then in us to defer our repentance through 
the hopes of long life, is abuſing the grace and 


mercy of God, and thereby rendering our fu- 


ture ſalvation hazardous and uncertain. But 
alas! how often is the penitent thief on the 
croſs urged as an inſtance, that a late repentance 
will be accepted by God, and the enjoyment 
of Paradiſe be as certain a reward for it then, 
as if 1t had ſooner been practiced. This paſſage 
of ſcripture men are generally fond of, and by 
their haſty inconſiderate comments on it, will 
draw ſuch doctrine from it as to contradict the 
whole tenor of the Goſpel. But was this in- 
{tance to be impartially conſidered, the caſe 
would be found widely different between the 
thief and us. His converſion was plainly mi- 
raculous ; can we then expect in this age (when 
miracles ceaſe) that the like ſhall happen unto 
any of us? He never before had the know- 
ledge of the Meſſiah; and upon that convic- 
tion he repented. But we from our infancy 
have made profeſſon of him, and were then 
baptiſed into his death, which from that very 

time 
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time laid an obligation on us, that we alſo 
ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 

If what has been already ſaid is not ſufficient 
to ſhew the ſinner his folly in delaying his re- 
pentance, in hopes of living long; let him con- 
ſider how very ſhort the lives of men generally 
are, who bring their years to an end, as it were 
a tale that is told, which is an inſtance to re- 
preſent the ſhortneſs of their duration. Let 
him conſider, that his thread of life may be 
cut off the very moment he actually fins, then 
is that deſign entirely fruſtrated ; what a riſque 
then doth he run of being for ever miſerable, 
only for the enjoyment of a momentary plea- 
ſure ; and how fully evident is it to us that to 
delay our repentance on any pretence whatever, 
is greatly to hazard our future happineſs. I 
ſhall therefore offer ſome conſiderations to per- 
ſuade you to ſet about it; becauſe it is evident 
thoſe obſtructions juſt now mentioned, are not 
of weight ſufficient to excuſe the neglect of 
this important duty. Let the conſideration of 


the gracious calls and invitations of God to re- 
pentance mentioned almoſt in every page of the 


Bible, move and affect us. 


Repent 
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Repent and turn yourſelves from all your 
tranſgreſſions, fo iniguity ſhall not be your ruin. 


T have no pleaſure in the death him that dieth 
faith the Lord God, wherefore, turn yourſelves | 


and live ye. 


Again waſh ye, make vou clean, put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes. Ceaſe 
to ao evil — learn to do well, Come now, let us 
reaſon together, faith the Lord, though your 
fins be as ſearlet, they hall be as white as ſnow z 
though they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as 


2000. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, at his entrance on his 
prophetick office, went out and preached, that 
men ſhould repent, ſaying, Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of Heaven 1s at hand. Hereby inti- 
mating, that without repentance and reforma- 
tion of life, none could be fit hearers of the 
doctrine he came to teach, or become real and 
true diſciples. How inſtant are the Apoſtles, 
who were men influenced by the Spirit of God, 
to exhort us to purity and holineſs by forſaking 
every evil way. That we put off concerning 
the former converſation—the old man, which is 


corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, and be. 8 
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renewed in the ſpirit of our minds: and that 
we put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
Theſe few paſſages that I have mentioned, if 
duly weighed and conſidered as they ought, 
would not fail to make a deep impreſſion on our 
hearts, ſince it is the voice of God we hear, 
that ſo loudly calls, and ſo kindly invites us to 
repentance. This ſhould encourage us imme- 
diately to ſet about it, and ſhould convince us 
of its importance. Beſides the frame and com- 
poſition of human bodies may convince us that 
are at preſent careleſs and remiſs in our duty, 
that we may be ſuddenly attacked by a fit of 
ſickneſs; and then what condition are we in to 
make up our account with God, who are then 
racked and tortured with the pains of our diſ- 
temper ; who are then, perhaps, ſo very ſen- 
ſible of our afflictions as to be paſt feeling the 
pangs of a tortured conſcience. What ſeaſon 
is this for calling ourſelves to an account ? cer- 
tainly the moſt improper, and which a wiſe 
conſiderate man would never chooſe, Let us 
therefore be perſuaded to lay hold on the preſent 
opportunity, and let us haſten to work out our 
ſalvation, leſt the night overtake us in which 
no man can work. Confider that an early re- 
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pentance is ſure to render the enſuing part of 
our lives full of peace and comfort, and is a 
means of reconciling God to us. The troubled 
ſea, which the wicked are repreſented by, be- 
comes calm; we ſhall no more be troubled with 
doubts and fears which thoſe that continue in 
wickedneſs are ever ſubject to; neither will our 
conſciences, whoſe guilt is removed by a hearty 
and ſincere ſorrow for our tranſgreſſions, ever 


terrify or condemn us. The thoughts of death 


will never diſcompoſe one who has alrcady made 
up his accounts, but will rather yield unſpeak- 
able plcaſure and comfort to him, as it will be 
the time for his entering into the joy of his 
Lord ; let the confideration of a future judg- 
ment in the other world be of force to perſuade 
us : for 1f men be unwilling to judge and cen- 
ſure themſelves here for their wicked actions, 
yet the time will come when we muſt all appear 


before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, and be ſum- 


moned before the Judge of all the Earth, who 
will then paſs ſentence upon us according to 
our deſerts; leaving no hopes of a future recon- 
ciliation to them that have lived ungodly. No 
poſſibility of a pardon will there then be; 
which is to be ſued for and obtained only whilſt 
we arc in the fleſh and continue here. Eternal 


happineſs 
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happineſs is propoſed as a reward for obedience, 
which thoſe that have lived godly in Jeſus Chriſt 
will, at the laſt day, be entitled to; but to the 
ungodly, eternal miſery will be as a puniſhment 
for their diſobedience. Let us not therefore de- 
lay to put ourſelves in a condition to hope for 
the one, by being ſincerely penitent ; that ſo we 
may live and die, without fearing the other, — 
If what has here been urged is both agrec- 
able to ſcripture and reaſon, let us not then 
hinder its having a due effect upon our lives. 
Let us this very moment reſolve to forſake our 
ſins, and become entirely new creatures and 
good Chriſtians. And let us addreis ourſelves 
to Almighty God, with humble, lowly, and 
penitent hearts ; that it may pleaſe him to give 
us true repentance ; to forgive us all our fins, 
negligences and ignorances, and to endue us 
with the grace of his holy Spirit, to amend our 
lives according to his holy word. 


That this may be our caſe, God of his infi- 
nite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, to whom with the Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, now and for 
Ever. 


<= we 
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Sr. LUKE, CHAP. II. VER. 32. 


A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES. 


HOUGH the Jewiſh nation was ſo highly 
favoured by God above all others, in that 

the Meſiah was to deſcend from one of their 
tribes; yet was he not to be born, as they 
vainly imagined, for them alone, but for the 
univerſal benefit of mankind. In him ſhould 
they all be bleſſed, all fee and feel the /a/vatior 
of God. A great, a glorious work! highly 
worthy the great Lover of Souls! thus to take 
compaſſion on a miſerably-dark, benighted part 
of the world, and to cauſe a Light to ſpring up 
on them who ſat in darkneſs —a darkneſs which 
might be felt : a darkneſs, far more uncomfort- 
able than that to which mankind is ſo naturally 
averſe : for it was a darkneſs drawn over the 
underſtanding of men ; it affected their better 
part, the nobleſt faculty of the ſoul. Their 


reaſon 
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reaſon was clouded with fo thick a veil of ig- 
norance and error, that their intellectual ſtate 
reſembled that of the firſt chaos, when Zzhe 


earth was without form and void, and darkneſs 
was upon the face of the deep. 


A view of the wretched ſtate of the Gentile 
world before the coming of Chriſt, will natu- 
rally evince the greatneſs of God's mercy, and 
the obligations it brings with it. 


Their firſt and great fundamental error was 
concerning the true God. Their notions on 
this ſubje&t were ſo contrary and inconſiſtent, 
that a diligent peruſal of them cannot but pro- 
duce this uſeful reflection, how poor, how ab- 
ject the mind of man is, when it attempts to 
comprehend divine truths. The world was di- 
vided into two extremes : they were either for 
many gods, or none at all : — opinions almoſt 
as remote from truth, as from one another. 

We have an epitome of the groſſeſt and foul- 
eſt ſuperſtition the world ever knew in that one 
people the ZEgyptians. Nothing can be more 
ridiculous than what the beſt writers tell us of 
their gods, and of their religious rites: and in 
their ſtory we ſee, in effect, the religions of all 
bother 
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other nations. Agypt was the great nurſery of 
ſuperſtition ; from thence aroſe that zbick dark- 
neſs, which afterwards overſpread the earth : 
not that this darkneſs was every where uniformly 
ſpread ; as ſoon as it began to be diffuſed, it was 
divided and broken into unequal parts, inſenſibly 
altered as it went along, and received different 
additions, according to the ſeveral climates to 
which it came. By which means their religion 
by degrees differed from one another, but not 
leſs from reaſon. . What truth tradition had 
handed down to them, was by length of time, 
and frequent tranſplanting, ſo altered and de- 
faced, that very little of the genuine parts re- 
mained, and the old lines were, in a manner, 
gone. Hence, nothing was fo abſurd to which 
they did not give credit. And hence they be- 
came an eaſy prey to a few, who thought fur- 
ther than the reſt, who, through policy or in- 
tereſt, nouriſhed their ſuperſtitions, and kept 
them in ſubjection. There were, doubtlets, 
ſome wiſe and honeſt. men, who ſaw through, 
and might have corrected their abſurdities; but, 
probably, a dread of the conſcquences of an 
alteration, on the one hand, prevented their ex- 
poſing them; and the uncertainty of finding 
out the truth, on the other, made them ret 


Con- 
d & 


30 SE RK MON: mn 


contented with them. In time, indeed, many 
of them ventured to refine a little, and by de- 
grees, endeavoured to explain away what was 
moſt apparently ridiculous ; but this did not fa- 
tisfy ſome of more heat and leſs diſcretion, who 
from an implicit belief of the grofleſt ſuperſti- 
tions, ran inſtantly into the other extreme ; and 
ſo at firſt cepticiſin, then atheiſm, became the 
learning and wiſdom of the world. Theſe men, 
finding the world had been miſtaken in many 
things, began to doubt of every thing. Unable 
to extract the little truth that lay concealed un- 
der their corrupt opinions, they, without diſ- 
tinction, threw all away, and ſet up new opi- 


nions of their own, very different from what 
had been received, but not leſs extravagant : 


Thus leaving the world in a far worſe condi- 


tion than they found it; as it is better to act on 
wrong principles, than none at all. Men may 
be governed by thoſe who are wiſer than them- 
ſelves ; but men of no principles can neither be 
governed by themſelves or others. 

Some of the chief points, on which the 
world, when they began to think freely, were 
employed, were theſe :—the Being of a God, 
his Nature, and Attributes ; the origin of Evil, 
the Creation of the World, the Providence of 


God, 


. 
4 
4 


KN UN III. 31 


God, the Immortality of the Soul; and a fu- 
ture ſtate of Rewards and Puniſhments. Queſ- 
tions like theſe of great importance, and about 
which the wiſeſt heathens could come to no 
certain concluſions. In ſome of their writings, 
indeed, there appears a moſt extraordinary ſub- 
limity of ſentiment, and reſemblance of truth; 
but on examination, they ſeem to have ex- 
preſſed their wiſhes for what may be true, ra- 
ther than the certainty of it. The moſt ſtrik- 
ing inſtance of this is, that excellent diſcourſe 
of Socrates before his death. In his aſtoniſhing 
obſervations on the Immortality of the Soul, 
and future ſtate of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
who can without pity {ce the weak efforts of 
the beſt reaſon? We ſee him through the 
whole piece carneſt in the purſuit of truth; and 
cannot but feel a kind of melancholy pleaſure 
at the repeated, yet diſappointed attempts of ſo 
eager, ſo aſpiring an imagination. The dif- 
courſe, at firſt fight, is extremely beautiful; 
but if we view the picture nicely, examine the 
ſeveral parts of it, the proportions and reaſons 
on which they are built, the whole will appear 
ſuch a ſtrange mixture of truth and error, ſuch 
an heap of inconcluſive arguments, that one 
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cannot but be aſtoniſhed at ſuch a production 
from the hand of ſo great a maſter. 

Such were the blindneſs and ignorance of the 
world in matters of the greateſt moment; nor 
were their morals leſs corrupt than their opi- 
nions. A wretched, comfortleſs, and wicked 
world! and in this ſad ſtate, without redreſs, 
had not the Meſſiah, in the fullneſs of time, 
been revealed to them. In him the people that 
walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great light : they 
that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of death, 
upon them hath the light ſhined, He diſpelled 
the clouds which had ſo long hung over the 
earth ; he enlightened the world after this long 
and univerſal darkneſs, this black and dreary 
night. 

On the apearance of Chriſt, a new and to- 
tally different ſtate of things was introduced. 
All neceſſary knowledge of divine things was 
communicated to the world, the nature of God, 
and themſelves ; juſt and true notions of the 
divine Providence, of his wiſdom and goodneſs 
in governing the world, in laying down the 


moſt excellent rules for our conduct, in teach- 


ing us the true nature of moral good and evil, 
and in giving us a reaſonable worſhip, worthy 
of man, and in ſome fort, worthy Eis Creator. 


W'e 
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We are now directed by the higheſt reaſon of 
the beſt Being, by the divine and infallible 
guidance of the Son of God. Rewards await 
our obedience, and puniſhments the neglect of 
our duty. No aſſiſtance is wanting to us, for 
he hath graciouſly promiſed his holy Spirit to 
all them that call upon him. 

Had not the Meſſiah been revealed at all, the 
world would {till have lain in fin and darkneſs ; 
had he been revealed in the manner the Jews 
expected, then indeed he had been a Light 10 
the Gentiles, but a Light dreadful and terrible, 
to burn up and deſtroy the nations who would 
not ſubmit their necks to the Jewiſh yoke. To 
the Jews it would have been matter of real joy ; 
the reſt of the world would have had little rea- 
ſon to join with them: their portion would 
have been to lament themſelves, and their hard 
fortune : their ſorrow would have riſen with the 
calamities this ſtate of things would have re- 
duced them to; and both would have increaſed 
in proportion to the proſperity and joy of this 
little people, who, confined to a narrow corner 
of the world, now made no figure, were no 
terror to their neighbours, but lived to them- 
ſelves, deſpiſing and deſpiſed. 


Vor. I. N But, 
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But, thanks be to God, this is not the cafe. 
The expectations of the Jews are ſo far from 
being fulfilled, that the very reverſe is come to 
paſs. They are ſo far from being the only peo- 
ple whom the Lord hath redeemed, fo far from 
engrofling the bleſſings of the Meſſiah to them- 
ſelves, that they are almoſt the only nation that 


has had no part in them. For God hath given 


them the ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhould 
not ſee : they flumbled, they fell; and through 
their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gentiles, — 
So great is the goodneſs and ſeverity of God; on 
them which fell, ſeverity; but goodneſs towards 
us, His ſeverity, indeed, is by no means mat- 
ter of joy to a good man; far be ſuch thoughts 
from us: we ought rather to pity their unhap- 
pineſs, and pray for the time when God will 
have mercy on his antient people. His unde- 
ſerved and unexpected favours ſhould teach us 


to ſet a proper value on his goodneſs : favours 


not granted in common with his own favourite 
people ; but, what is much more aſtoniſhing, 
they had no fhare in them; the caſting them 


' away was the reconciling of the world. 


How truly thankful ought we to be for this 
ineſtimable goodneſs of God to us! How care- 
ful not to undervalue it, as ſome modern philo- 

ſophers 
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ſophers do, who, by a ſtrange ingratitude, be- 
cauſe God hath ſuffered them to enjoy the light, 
conclude there was no darkneſs, and that the 
world would have been ſufficiently enlightened 
without this aſſiſtance of the Almighty. They 
deny the neceſſity of revelation, and bring down 
the ſublime doctrine of revealed religion to that 
which they call natural. From the very light 
which revealed religion has given them, they 
affect to argue againſt it; and produce as the 
effect of their own unaſſiſted reaſon, what was 
really borrowed from revelation. They diſtin- 
guiſh not between reaſon with, or without, the 
aids of ſcripture ; things in themſelves as dif- 
ferent, as to invent a truth, and to aſſent to it 
when once found out. As well might man ſay 
he could move with as much regularity in dark- 
neſs as in light, becauſe he has always the 
power of motion. Let ſuch reaſoners look back 
into the hiſtories of the carlier ages ; read the 
beſt diſcourſes of the ableſt men; men no way 
inferior to them in natural abilities; men of 
greater induſtry, cloſer attention, and more vir- 
tue: in their eſſays let them learn what vague 
concluſions unaſſiſted reaſon was able to make in 
her enquiry about God, Religion, Liberty, Mo- 
rality, a future Judgment, and Immortality. 

D 2 There 
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There is great reaſon to'imagine, that they who 
contend for natural religion, contend not for its 
own ſake, but to deſtroy that which is revealed, 
and thence eaſily arrive at their darling conclu- | 
ſion, that there is no religion at all. 

But we have not ſo learned Chriſt. We ſee 
and know the great things he hath done for us : 
that he is the true light, and that before he 
came the world was in darkneſs. He is the 
great reſtorer and deliverer of mankind from 
that blindneſs and ignorance to which the dege- 
neracy of their nature had reduced them. He 
formed anew, as it were, this part of the cre- 
ation, and gave again to man an underſtanding 
heart. He ſtampt again upon him the image of 
his maker ; that image, on which the dominion 
of man over the reſt of the creation was at firſt 
founded. He hath once more made him a lit- 
tle lower than the angels ; he hath crowned him 
with honour and immortality, which is again 
brought to light by the Goſpel of his Son.— 
This is the Lord's doing, and is marvellous in our 
eyes, For this ſhould we ſhew forth his praiſe. 
It is as impoſſible to have a ſenſe of theſe fa- 
vours, and not be thankful, as it is for thoſe to 
be thankful who have not a ſenſe of them. 


The 
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The natural conſequence of what God has 
done for us is, to have no fellowſhip with the 
wnfruitful works of darkneſs, but to walk as the 
children of the light, The times of darkneſs 
were the times of ignorance, and therefore God 
winked at, or overlooked them ; but now, fince 
the light of the Goſpel is ſhed abroad, he com- 
mands all men every where to repent. Our duty 
riſes in proportion to the means God has fur- 
niſhed us with for the performance of it. In 
return for great favours, great duties become 
due from us. If we would receive advantage 
from the light, we muſt ſtudy to deſerve it. 
God did not give us this light to glory in our 
ſhame, or to triumph in the abuſe of his grace, 
by daring to produce thoſe monſters into open 
day, which before were ſhrouded under the co- 
ver of darkneſs. No; what was then excuſ- 
able is now no longer ſo. To prefer the ab- 
ſurd pleaſures of ſin to the beauty and comeli- 
neſs of virtue, argues the want of common 
ſenſe, as well as common gratitude, for the fa- 
vours God has beſtowed on us for far different 
purpoſes. We are not now to diſtinguiſh our 
time, as Chriſtians, into light and darkneſs, and 
imagine we have the night to revel in: the 
darkneſs now will not cover us; the darkneſs is 
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no darkneſs to us; the light ts as clear as the 
day ; the darkneſs and light to us are both alike. 
For ſince the ſun of righteouſneſs is riſen ; ſince 
He that was in the beginning light, eternal 
light, is come down among us, and become the 
light of men, our city, like that of the New 
TFeruſalem, has no need of the ſun, neither of 
the moon, to ſhine in it ; for the glory of God 
does lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. 

To whom, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and 
glory, now and for ever. 


S E R M O N IV. 


ST, LUKE, CHAP. XIII. LATTER PART OF VER. 2. 


Cut it down— why cumbereth it the ground? 


HESE words are ſpoken of the barren 
Fig-tree—under the parable of which, 
our bleſſed Lord ſets forth to us the nature 
and diſpoſition of the ungodly, with the end 
and conſequence of ſuch behaviour. He com- 
pares himſelf to the drefler of a vineyard ; and 
by that vineyard denotes the world he came to 
cultivate and reform. The barren Fig-tree is 
a reſemblance of thoſe, who, having the ad- 
vantages of being inſtructed in the true religion, 
and the means of improving in virtue and 
holineſs, are altogether unproductive of good 
works, and bring not forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance. 
The whole parable naturally invites us to 
conſider, | 
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Firſt, The goodneſs of God in giving us 
the Goſpel for the direction of our lives and 
practices. 

Secondly, The certain deſtruction of thoſe, 
who refuſe to be conducted by ſo excellent and 
unerring a rule. 

Thirdly, The great forbearance and long- ſuf- 
fering of God in graciouſly waiting for our re- 
formation and amendment. 


The goodneſs of God in giving us the Goſ- 
pel for the direction of our lives and practices, 
will moſt eminently appear, if we reflect on 


the general corruption of mankind, and the 
wretched eſtate of the world at the time of our 


bleſſed Saviour's appearance in it. And though 
the Goſpel was rejected with ſcorn and con- 
tempt, as a flumbling-block to the Fews, and to 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs, yet it came to offer the 
greateſt kindneſs and mercy to both, by the 
mediation of that Chriſt, who was really the 
power and the wiſdom of God. The Gentiles, 
far the greateſt part of the world, ſtood in vaſt 
need of our Saviour's light to lighten them; 
nor did the Jews leſs want the Meſſiah to be 


the glory of his people Iſrael. Theſe reſted in 
the mere ſhadow of religion without any regard 


to 
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to the ſubſtance of it: they thought, that if 


the ceremonies of their law were nicely obſerv- 
ed, they then acquitted themſelves properly, 
and, in a manner, merited the favour of being 
ſtyled the peculiar people of God : morality was 
but little in their thoughts, and leſs in their 
practice. How inſufficient a way this, to ren- 
der them acceptable in the ſight of God ! Their 
rituals, how unſuitable to the excellency of the 
divine nature, or, indeed, of their own! In 
theſe there was no intrinſic goodneſs ; and their 
own prophets fully declared to them, that God 
required ſomething better at their hands. 

Hence, our bleſſed Lord condemns the ſu- 
percilious hypocriſy, and formal pretenſions to 
ſanctity, ſo apparent in the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees. Their paying tithe of mint, aniſe, and 
cummin, was by him utterly diſregarded, while 
they omitted the more important and weighty 
matters of judgment, mercy, and faith. But 
was he ſent only to the loft ſheep of the houſe of 

Jfrael? No; though he came primarily to 
them, as to 7hoſe of his own kindred and his own 
houſe ; yet his good-4will towards men was not 
ſhut up in the narrow bounds of Judea, but 
his knowledge of ſalvation was deſigned 70 go 
out into all lands, and his word unto the end of 

the 
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the world. For the unhappy Gentiles had long 
fat in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, till he 
came to guide their feet into the way of peace. 
So far were they corrupted in their religious 
notions, that they had greatly loſt themſelves 
both in principle and practice; running into 
groſs idolatry ; being given up to a reprobate 
mind ; and thus debaſing both God and them- 
ſelves. Thus, ſays the Apoſtle, when the world 
by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God, by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that be- 
lieve. When the proud and arrogant doctors of 
the Jews, and the more vain and ſtiff-necked 
philoſophers among the Heather, neither re- 
formed the world, nor themſelves ; the former 
in love with mere ſhow and oſtentation, and the 
latter with dark and obſcure ſpeculations, then 
did the Meſſiah come to declare, in a plain and 
unaffected way, the true means of attaining eter- 
nal happineſs — by faith and repentance — by 
_ obeying the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent, What amazing love was 
this! Our bleſſed Saviour, though he was the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon ; though he thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, yet did he con- 
deſcend fo low as to leave the glories of heaven, 
where 
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where angels were obedient unto him, and to 
appear under the dark and mean cloud of hu- 
man fleſh, on purpoſe to live among us for our 
inſtruction and example, and at laſt to lay down 
his life for the redemption of our ſouls, and the 
expiation of our ſins. He came in the utmoſt 
love and charity to ſave a miſerable world, but 
diſdained a kingdom in it. His deſign was to 
miniſter, and not to be miniſtered unto; but to 
lay down his hfe a ranſom for many. 

When we conſider then, and ſeriouſly reflect 
with ourſelves, we cannot but call to mind 
what manner of perſons we ought to be in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs. Has ſo much 
care been taken by a kind and merciful Creator, 
to make us good and virtuous ? our improve- 
ment will undoubtedly be expected; and we 
muſt exert all the powers and faculties of the 
ſoul, in endeavouring that it may, in ſome mea- 
ſure, be anſwerable to the advantages received, 
Where much is given, much will be required; and 
to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will aſe the more. Which brings me, 

Secondly, To conſider the certain ruin and 
deſtruction of thoſe who enjoy the advantage of 
the goſpel, and yet refuſe to be conducted by fo 


excellent and unerring a rule. 
And 
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And indeed, what excuſe can we have for 
our fins, if, after we have received the cleareſt 
and moſt rational precepts, urged and enforced 
by the higheſt and moſt prevalent motives, we 
obſtinately continue and perſevere in them ? 
How ſhall wwe eſcape, if we neglett ſo great. a 
ſalvation ? If the bleſſed Jeſus had not deli- 
vered to us the moſt excellent doctrine that ever 
man did, we had not been ſo blameable as now. 
Tf, ſays he, with reference to the Jews, I 
had not come and ſpoken to them, they had not 
had ſin; that is, their fin had not been ſo 
« oreat, nor would it have been charged upon 
*« them with ſuch ſeverity of condemnation.” 
Had we been in darkneſs, it could not have been 
expected that we ſhould have walked ſo up- 
rightly; but now that the light hath ſhined in 
darkneſs ; the true light that enlightens every 
one that cometh into the world ; now ſince the 
Son of God is manifeſted to deſtroy the works of 
the devil, and turn man from fin unto God, 
we can have no plea to excuſe or extenuate our 
faults ; but God commands all men every where 
to repent. Now we ſee the right path ; and if 
we ſtill go aſtray, and let every gaudy flower 
tempt and miſlead us, no doubt but our fin re- 
maineth, Not that we are to underſtand this, 

as 
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as if every little error was unpardonable ; no : 
God is merciful ; He knoweth whereof we are 
made ; he remembereth we are but duſt ; there- 
fore he pardons our infirmities, and accepts of 
our fincere, though imperfect endeavours. But 
then this is no pretence for wilful and preſump- 
tuous offences ; this is falling ſhort of our abili- 
ties, and ill does it become thoſe who name the 
name of Chriſt, departing from iniquity, To 
depart from evil is our indiſpenſable duty, other- 
wiſe the profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion does 
but aggravate and enhance our condemnation. 
There can be no greater reproach caſt upon 
Almighty God, than to imagine that he would 
give us a licenſe to perſiſt in wickedneſs, or 
diſpenſe with the obligations of moral virtue, 
This is contrary to the Goſpel, as well as our 
reaſon. His moſt excellent and divine ſermon 
on the mount is the moſt convincing proof 
that he was far from aboliſhing, or throwing 
aſide morality. Think not, ſays he, that JI am 
eome to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets: I am 
not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil. He came to 
advance the practice of piety and true religion, 
to deliver it in its pure and genuine beauty, free 
from the inſignificant paint and falſe gloſſes of 


mere 


46 SERMON IV. 


mere outſide ſhow, of airy, and ſo much- ad- 
mired empty ſpeculations. He came to ſhew 
the world plain and unaffected truths ; and was, 
as he terms himſelf, the way, the truth, and 
the life, His doctrines were eaſy to be under- 
ſtood, and fit to be practiſed, by all mankind. 
Unſuitable as they were to nice curioſity, yet 
would they render the meaneft wife unto ſalva- 
tion. And as his inſtructions were ſo manifeſtly 


rational, ſo he was a living example of the 


truths he taught; by which he demonſtrated, 
that he propoſed nothing to the world which 

was inconſiſtent with human nature, abſurd or 
| impracticable. Since this is the caſe, do we, 
thoughtleſs creatures, imagine that there is not 
a ſuitable return required on our part ? or, 
that all theſe favours were beſtowed upon us for 
no other end but to be lighted and diſregarded ? 
Certainly ſuch unmanly thoughts can never 
lodge in the breaſts of any, into whom God 
hath breathed the breath of life. But to come 
up to the parable — God Almighty may juſtly 


expoſtulate with us in the words of the pro- 


phet : What could have been done more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it? Where- 


fore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 
grapes, 
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grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And to 
carry on the parable; we ſhould do well to 
conſider the conſequence of our unfruitfulneſs 
in good works: I will tell you, fays God, 
what I will do to my vineyard; I will take 
away the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be trodden 
down. Thus did God threaten the perverſe 
Jews; and this denunciation of utter deſtruc- 
tion of the ungodly will appear more juſt, if 
we conſider — 

Thirdly, The great forbearance and long ſuf- 
fering of God, in graciouſly waiting for our 
reformation and amendment. How often do 
we offend againſt the cleareſt light, and con- 
victions of conſcience, and after the moſt ſo- 
lemn reſolutions of amendment ! And yet God 
is ſo merciful, as not to ſuffer his whole diſ- 
pleaſure to ariſe. But we mult not vainly ima- 
gine, that he will always ſtrive with man. 
The wilfully vicious wretch, whom the good- 
neſs of God cannot lead to repentance, cannot 
but meet the juſt reward of his vices. If we 
have not loſt all ſenſe of gratitude, and of the 
juſt right of obedience, which he that made 
us may claim at our hands, certainly the for- 
bearance and mercy of God muſt have a deep 

influence 
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influence on our minds, and make vs preſs for- 
ward toward the mark of our high calling. His 
laws are juſt and good ; and the obeying them 
is the means of our greateſt happineſs. God's 
happineſs is not increaſed by our virtues, or 
diminiſhed by our vices: to ſuppoſe this, is 
contradictorally to make infinite perfection pre- 
carious and dependant. Vet how graciouſly is 
God pleaſed to condeſcend to our infirmities, 
to take upon him the compaſſion and affections 
of a father, to endear us to that which is good! 
How earneſtly does our bleſſed Saviour intreat 
the world not to neglect ſo kind a call, ſo gra- 
cious an invitation! Come unto me all ye that 
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt. And leſt the ſpirit of the humble ſhould 
deſpair of acceptance, upon conſideration of 
their manifold fins, how lovingly does God 
revive their fainting and languiſhing ſpirits, by 
declaring their pardon on their repentance and 
reformation ! Come now, and let us reaſon to- 
gether, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow; though 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 
He, like an indulgent father, loves the ſouls of 
men with the greateſt tenderneſs imaginable, 


or 
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or he had not ſent his ſon from Heaven, par- 
taker of the ſame happineſs with him, to live 
an afflicted life, and die a ſhameful death, in 
order to redeem them, and make them again 
capable of the favour of God and eternal] hap- 
pineſs. What can be done more for us, unleſs 
we expect that God, inverting the order of 
nature, and deſtroying our free agency, ſhould 
force us to be happy whether we will or no ? 
To incite us to our duty we have the ſtrongeſt 
motives, if we have any regard to the goodneſs 
of God, or any dread of his future anger : he 
ſpares us after our numerous provecations : 
with the Lord of the vincyard he may ſay, I 
come not theſe three years, but it may be many 
more, ſeeking the ſiuit of good works ; but theſe 
barren fig-trees will yield me none. What then 
can we expect, but the ſentence in the parable, 
Cut them down—twhy cumber they the ground? 
But then our bleſſed Saviour, the good dreſſer 
of the vineyard, pleads in our behalf: Lord, 
let the barren fig-tree alone this yeer alſa, till 1 
ſhall dig about it, and dung it ; and if it bear 
fruit, well; if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut 
it down, We are exhorted daily to amendment; 
but if, after all, we will harden our hearts, it 
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may be faid in the words of the Prophet, O 
T/rael, thiu haſt deſtroyed thyſelf. Our ruin is 
wholly owing to our own obſtinacy. But why 
will ye die, O houſe of Ifracl? So far is the 
Father of mercies and God of all conſolation 
from being pleaſed with the miſery of any crea- 
ture which he hath made; and fo far from wil- 
lingly leaving them in a condition of impeni- 
tence, that he hath made it the main deſign of 
the holy ſcriptures to be a rule whereby they 


| ſhould (when they have tranſgreſſed) recall 


them from their wanderings. To convince us 


of this comfortable truth, with what tender- 
neſs of expreſſion does he entice us to repent- 
ance! FHearken unto me, my people, and give 
ear unto me, O my nation: can a mother forget 


her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould have no com- 


paſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yet will I not 
forget thee. O that they were wiſe, that they 


underſtood this! that they would confider their 
latter end! Thus did God by his Prophets 
ſpeak to ſinners under the law; and doth he 
not by his Son ſpeak as tenderly under the goſ- 
pel? O Teruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that Rilleſt 
the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 

children, 
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children, even as an hen gathereth her chickens, 
and ye would not? O that thou hodft known 
(that is in effect, I would to God that thou 
wouldeſt conſider), at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things that belong unto thy peace! What a ten- 
derneſs of expreſſion is here uſed by an injured 
God to a provoking people! From all which 
inſtances it is plain, how much God deſires the 
repentance of a ſinner, and how much he is 
grieved by the obſtinate refuſal of the grace that 
he offers him. 

To conclude — So long as we live, a door of 
happineſs is opened to us by the divine forbear- 
ance and long ſuffering, which is always invit- 
ing us to come to him, and, when we come in 
ſincerity, always ready to receive us. But this 
gives us no encouragement to defer our repent- 
ance : for ſince our life is but as a ſpan long, 
and we have not grace in our own diſpoſal, this 
very day is not too ſoon, becauſe to-morrow 
may be too late. Our weaknets, we hope, will 
be matter of God's pity ; let us not then be ſo 
wilful as to defy his indignation; not ſo reſol- 
vedly wilful as to be ſtubble to his wry ; for 
our Gol is a conſuming fire. Let us repent, 
while we have the grace; and let us immedi- 
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ately repent, while we have the time. Let us 
begin this repentance with an ingenuous con- 
feſſion of all our ſins; attended with an hatred, 
as well as ſorrow. Proceed we yet farther to a 
complete ſatisfaction of every man whom we 
have injured ; breaking off our fins by righte- 
ouſneſs, and our iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor. Paſs we forward to an impartial and 
univerſal refurmation of all our lives; and let 
us not make a full ſtop there, but let us pray 
that we may endeavour, and endeavour whilſt 
we pray, that we may grow from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, from virtue to virtue, from grace to 
grace, until we come unto perfect men, unto 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 


Chriſt. 


Which God of his infinite mercy grant; to 
whom be aſcribed all honour and glory, now 
and for ever. 


ON V. 


PSALM CXXXI. VER. 1. 


Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty : neither 
do J exerciſe myſelf in great matters, or in things to 
high for me. 


Hh OLY David being in this Pſalm about to 
recommend the great virtue of Humility, 

that he might draw it in the moſt lively colours, 
and enforce it with better advantage, chooſes to 
appeal to his own conduct, to ſhew how fair he 
bid for the character of an humble man. And 
this he does not ſo much taking an opportunity 
of ſpeaking in his own behalf and deſcanting on 
| his worth, which would have deſtroyed the vir- 
tue he was talking of, as) to expreſs the great 
deſire he had of approving his behaviour, in this 
part, to God, to whom the account before us is 
directed; and to leave a laſting example of the 
mean opinion, which one who was reputed then 
E 3 the 


54 SE RM O-N-:V.; 
the greateſt and beſt of men had of himſelf. 


Such men's actions have always a powerful in- 
fluence on others. It puts the ſtiffneſs and ar- 
rogance of thoſe below them quite out of coun- 
tenance, and makes them aſhamed to aſſume, 
when they ſee majeſty itſelf content to be lowly 
in its own eyes. Lord, my heart is not haughty, 
nor my eyes tojty : neither do J exerciſe myſelf in 
great matters, or in things too high for me. 

In which words are contained ſeveral inſtances 
of the Pſalmiſt's humility. His heart was not 
haughty. Though he had ſo much power, riches 
and glory, though he had found ſo many ſignal 
and wonderful deliverances, though he had to 
great a ſhare of piety and divine wiſdom, yet 
was not his heart lifted up ſo as to forget that it 
was all owing to God's goodneſs, or to imagine 
that any thing of it belonged to him but only 
the honour of enjoying, and being thankful for 
it. His heart lay quiet and calm, not elated 


with any little inſolent joy, or applauſe of itſelf, 


but rather bluſhed and was amazed that ſuch 
prodigious benefits ſhould be heaped on one ſo 
unworthy, It forgot not the uncertainty of all 
outward greatneſs, He had too often been uſed 
to and exerciſed by the changes and difficulties of 


this 
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this liſe, to put any conſiderable truſt in, or pro- 
miſe himſelf much laſting e from any 
thing in it. 

He had not with the Phariſee, by overlooking 
or flattering himſelf in his ſins, or by making 
himſelf virtues, contracted ſuch a moroſe ſuper- 
ciliouſneſs as not only to plead and boaſt of his 
righteouſneſs, but to deſpiſe and vilify all about 
him. This ſort of men ſee not their own faults; 
but then why ſo quickſighted in ſpying out other 
people's? Becauſe they are full of themſelves, 
and ſo eager in purſuit of praiſe and preference, 
that nothing is to be taken into the account but 
what ſerves that purpoſe; therefore they are im- 
patient of contradiction and reproof, as arguing 
them guilty of a weakneſs which they ſcarce 
dare know themſelves, much leſs own to the 
world that they are ſubject to. But the holy 
Pſalmiſt knew himſelf much better; he had 
with penitential tears often watered his couch, 
tears flowing from a broken and contrite heart ; 
he had fat in ſackcloth and aſhes, with horror ſur- 

veyed, and in the bitterneſs of his ſoul lamented 

| his tranſgreſſions. This kept him under, was a 
continual awe to his mind, to defeat every ambitious 

imagination, and chaſtiſe every proud thought. 
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This debaſed himſelf, and raiſed others in his 


opinion. Jam a worm, ſays he, and no man, the 
very ſcorn of men, and the outcaſt of the perple 
and again, I have been as it were a beaſt before 
thee. 

This diſpoſed him to be very ſenſible of the 
divine judgments, afraid of, and eaſily moved by 
them to repent. The fear of thee hath undone 
me. From my youth up thy terrors have I ſuffered 
with a troubled mind. Ny heart ſtandeth in awe 
of thy word, that is, reveres thy commands, is 
tenderly affected with all thy admonitions, plant 
to every reaſonable ſuggeſtion, ſoon convinced of 
the error of its ways, and ready to forſake it. 
This is part of the Character of the humble and 
contrite which God himſelf hath given, that 
treniblethb at in word. Contrary to this are thoſe 
who harden themſclves againſt the judgments of 
Heaven; who either obſtinately and ſecurely neg- 
lect the motions of God's goodneſs, or inſultingly 
deſpiſe the threatenings of his juſtice. 

Now this humble temper of mind which 
we have obſcrved in the Pſalmiſt is to be at- 
tained 

By judging rightly of things, not according to 
their appearance, but their intrinſic worth. Tis 


| a haſty 
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a haſty and ill-weighed reſolution, tis a groſs 
impoſition on our underſtanding, that betrays us 
into a fondneſs and vanity for thoſe things, which, 
if conſidered as they ought to be, they will be 
found not to deſerve; and we ſhould bluſh to be 
ſo eager in getting, and ſo proud of them when 
gotten, which have but little more than our own 
conceit to recommend them. Let us take away 
this, and they will appear naked and contemptible; 
let us leſſen our good opinion of them, and they 
will loſe their excellency, and we ſhall no longer 
think it worth our while to value ourſelves upon 
ſuch ſhallow advantages, or to envy others who 
have them. 
If a man would have the patience and take the 
pains to ſift himſelf thoroughly, he would find 
Ignorance, follies and failings enough of his own 
to mortify and check his pride, to keep him em- 
ployed and buſy in amending them, ſo as to have 
but little leiſure to look out other men's, and leſs 
reaſon to boaſt of his own excellence. This 
would make him not fo tenacious of his own 
opinion, but ready to think that he may be miſ- 
taken, and others in the right; to pity not inſult 
their prejudices, becauſe he is always ſenſible of 
his own; to conſider himſelf under every view as 
a dependent, fallible, finful creature, as having 


nothing 
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nothing but what he hath received, as holding 
his life, and all he calls himſelf maſter of, by 
mere favour and grace. 

But what will ſtill be of greater weight in 
making us humble of heart, is a due reflection 
on God, and our condition with reſpect to him. 
When we turn our eyes into our own boſoms, 
we can diſcover our fins, 'tis true, and may 
find arguments againſt our vanity ; but then 
there is ſomething very uneaſy and diſagreeable 
in the thing itſelf; we cannot help comparing 
our caſe with that of others, and find ſome de- 
ceitful refreſhment and ſupport for our finking 
pride, by obſerving that many are more ſinful 
and miſerable than ourſelves. 

Let us reflect, that God is from all eternity a 
moſt infinitely perfect and incomprehenſible 
Being ; and what can our little ſervices add to 
him, whom yet it is our whole buſineſs to ſerve? 
or wherein can we profit the Moſt High? If 
thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou againſt him? or if 
thy tranſgreſſions be multiplied againſt him, 
what doſt thou unto him? If thou be righteous, 
what giveſt thou him ? or what receiveth he of 
thy hand? The vaſt body of created beings, if 
compared to him, are but as the drop of water 
and the ſmall duſt of the balance; and what 


muſt 
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muſt each of us, ſo pitiful a part of the univerſe, 
be unto him ? He only is good who filleth all 
things living with plenteouſneſs, He only is wiſe 
who ordereth all things according to his pleaſure, 
He only is great who manageth the whole world, 
and dwelleth in light not to be approached unto. 
If I ſpeak of ſtrength, ſays Job, lo! he is ſtrong ; 
and if of judgment, who ſhall ſet me a time to 
plead ? If 1 juſtify myſelf, mine own mouth 
ſhall condemn me; if I ſay I am perfect, it ſhall 
alſo prove me perverſe. In heaven, where the 
ſpirits are far more bleſſed and glorious than we, 
where they have the fulleſt and moſt perfect vi- 
fion of the Deity, the Lord only is exalted; they 
cover their faces, fall down low at his footſtool 
and obey ; and though we ſee him not on earth, 
yet we are ſure 'tis filled with his Majeſty, and 
that without him we cannot live, move, or have 
our being. 

If he ſhould be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, how ſhall we abide it? Prejudiced as 
we are in our own favour, and blind to our fail- 
ings, though our memories are treacherous, and 
our hearts perverſe, yet can we eaſily recount 


many notorious inſtances of our diſobedience ; we 


can point out almoſt innumerable favours which 
we 
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we have received from God, and theſe ſo many 


inſtances of our baſcneſs and ingratitude who 
have abuſed them: but what are theſe to the 


many more we have forgotten and overlooked ? 
What are theſe to them that are regiſtered in 
the divine Omniſcience? What is our imper- 
fect judgment of ourſelves to that which will 
be paſſed upon us at the heavenly tribunal ? 

From hence it plainly follows, that pride was 
not made for man, nor furious anger for them 
that are born of a woman. For, ſays the wiſe 
ſon of Sirach, the beginning of pride is, when 
one departeth from God, and his heart is turned 
away from his Maker. 

In God's immutable glory and happineſs is 
beſt ſeen man's poor dependance and uncertain 
ſtate, that his life and all outward poſſeſſions 
may in a moment be taken from him, and why 
ſhould he plume himſelf ſo much upon them? 
Virtue and piety may indeed make him im- 


mortal, but that is the free gift of God; and 


ſhould man grow inſolent for that? 

In God's ſufficience, he ſees that he can do 
nothing but by him; in his juſtice, that he is 
under condemnation for fin ; and in his mercy, 
that he cannot live without it. So that who- 
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ever hath an haughty heart under theſe cir- 
cumſtances is, it is plain, a ſtranger both to 
God and himſeclf. 

To proceed then with the Pſalmiſt's account 
of himſelf: mine eyes, ſays he, are not lofty. 
That is, he ſo managed his outward behaviour as 
to ex preſs by it the inward ſenſe he always had of 
his unworthineſs. Ihe looks and geſtures are 
- moſt commonly true interpreters of the heart; and 
he who once fancies himſelf to be a very excellent 
perſon, will ſcarce forbear letting the world 
know it even by his carriage. On the contrary, 
the humble man deſires that his mind and body 
ſhould be all of a piccc, modeſt and compoſed, 
as little inclined as poſſible to any thing that 
may look like vanity or fſelf-conceit. He would 
abhor it in himſelf, and diſlike it in others. 

Neither do I excrciſe myſelf in great mat- 
ters, or in things too high for me. That is, 
he confined himſelf ſtrictly within thoſe bounds 
which God's providence appointed him, and 
religiouſly conformed to all the dictates of his 
will; was not puffed up with vain projects of 
his own, but adhered ſtrictly to the line of 
his duty and real intereſt, From hence we 


may learn, 
That 
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That it is a part of humility for a man to 
be content with the condition allotted him ; 
whatever it may be, it is ſtill better than he 
deſerves: to be ſatisfied with that portion of 
ſtrength and wiſdom which we have, and get 
ſuch a juſt meaſure of both as to know what 
we can do, and what not, and apply ourſelves 
accordingly to that which is ſuitable to our 
capacities, And indeed thus to be humble is 
the way to be truly great, and to improve our 
talents to a good advantage: whereas to pur- 
ſue the wild dreams of vanity and ambition is 
ſo far from helping us forward, that it gene- 
rally makes us loſe what we had. For ſhame, 
deſtruction, and contention, are the beſt com- 
panions which Solomon will allow to pride. 

Surely, ſays the Pſalmiſt, in the verſe imme- 
diately after the text, I have behaved and qui- 
eted myſelf as a child that is weaned of his 
mother ; my foul is even as a weaned child. 
As if he had directly pointed out the condi- 
tion which our Saviour requires of thoſe who 
come to be his diſciples. Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven; there- 
by giving us a pattern of innocence, to thew + 


us 
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us our weakneſs and entire dependance on 
God, as for our natural, ſo likewiſe for our 
{ſpiritual food. The counſels of God, his na- 
ture, and wonderful works, are things beyond 
the comprehenſion of man ; but holineſs, pu- 
rity, godlineſs, and virtue, theſe belong to us, 
and herein we may day and night exerciſe our- 
ſelves with pleaſure and profit. 

It is dangerous to affect things above our 
abilities. The proud man is always buſied in 
airy ſpeculations; paſſing his judgment in 
matters he does not comprehend ; undertak- 
ing buſineſs he 1s not able to perform ; and all 
out of a vain opinion he has conceived of his 
own parts and abilities. This nation is much 
peſtered with theſe felf-conceited men, who 
take upon them to erect new ſchemes and ſyſ- 
tems of religion, arrogantly preſuming to in- 
terpret the moſt hard and obſcure places of 
Scripture, and unfold the moiſt knotty and dif- 
ficult points of our faith; boldly diſputing the 
eternity of the Son of God, and impiouſly de- 
nying the divinity of their Saviour; ſetting 
_ themſelves up to be teachers of the law, when 
they underitand not what they ſay, nor where- 
of they affirm. 


And 


- 
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And what is moſt to be lamented, we fre- 
quently find that thoſe very perſons, who one 
would think ſhould be the beſt able to reſiſt 
the encroachments of this vice, are moſt ea- 
fily foiled and overcome by it. Their great 
learning and parts, moſt excellent endowments, 
which might be very ſerviceable to God's 
glory and the good of his Church, are by an 
exceſs of pride ſrequently abuſed in the main- 
taining unneceſſary diſputations, and ſome- 
times dangerous controverſies, 

But with none does it more ſurpriſingly diſ- 
play itſelf, than thoſe who ſet up ſor men of 
reaſon, who think it beneath them to travel 
on with the reſt of mankind, but arrogantly 
pretend to diſcover the ſublimeſt truths and 
the moſt inconceivable myſteries. The know- 
ledge of God and of our Saviour whom he 
hath ſent, is too low a theme for men of ſuch 
refined thoughts and deep contemplation. It 
is enough for men of flender capacities to fit 
down contented with ſuch knowledge as this; 
but it is worth the labour of an aſpiring ge- 
nius to enquire what God was doing before he 
laid the foundations of the world, to ſearch 
into the hidden methods: of Providence, and 
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pry into thoſe things which the angels them- 
ſelves are ignorant of. 

But the humble man, like the good Pſalmiſt, 
exerciſes not himſelf in great matters for their 
wiſer heads; he does not begin to build when 
he is not able to finiſh; he conſiders that the 
buſineſs of his own calling, and the ſaving of | 
his own ſoul, is work enough for him, ſo as 
not to trouble himſelf with ſuch matters which 
he hath little time for, and leſs underſtands. 

To conclude — Humility has the promiſe of 
God's more immediate love and favour, which 
will abundantly ſupply whatever we may find 
wanting in ourſelves. Thoſe that are meek 
will he guide in judgment, and ſuch as are 
gentle them ſhall he learn his way. He that 
ſetteth not by himſelf, but is lowiy in his 
own eyes, even he ſhall dwell in the taberna- 
cle of the Lord, and reſt upon his holy hill. 
He ſhall guide him with his counſel, and af— 
ter that receive him with glory, 
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PSALM XIX. PART OF VER. 7. 


The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting 
the foul. 


\ \ [ERE the Pſalms of holy David to be 


conſidered merely as human compoſi- 
tions, and not as a part of the inſpired writ- 
ings, they would appear to every perſon of 
true taſte and unbiaſſed judgment, to be a ſet 
of the moſt noble poems that were ever yet 
compiled, abounding with the moſt divine and 
lofty ſentiments, and beautified and enlivened 
with the ſublimeſt ſtrains of piety and devo- 
tion. But what human compoſition can be 
compared with the inimitable beauties of the 
Plalm before us? How ſeldom are found the 
two different perfections of plainneſs and ſub- 

limity in one and the ſame writing ! But this 
F 2 divine 
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divine hymn is adorned with the agreeable 
union of both theſe excellencies. How high 
and lofty, yet how plain and obvious, are the 
ſentiments! how ſolemn, how graceful and 
majeſtic, yet how ſmooth and eaſy, is the ſtyle 
of them! 

The deſign of this Pſalm is to praiſe and 
extol the glory of God; and to excite us to 
contemplate the ways by which God has been 
pleaſed to diſplay himſelf to mankind. 

In the beginning of the Pſalm the royal Au- 
thor firſt mentions that general manifeſtation 
of his wiſdom and goodneſs, which ſo glori- 
ouſly appears in the wonders he has ſhewn in 
the formation of the world ; but more parti- 
cularly in the beauty, order, and conſtancy of 


the heavenly bodies, the moſt noble and con- 


ſpicuous part of the viſible creation. The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma- 
ment ſheweth his handy-work, The great Cre- 
ator of the world, by ſpreading out the hea- 


vens like a curtain, has laid open before us a 


fair volume of his divinity, in characters legi- 
ble to all mankind. Theſe glorious bodies, as 


they roll round the world, proclaim the ho— 


nour and greatneſs of their Creator to the moſt 
diſtant 
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diſtant parts of the univerſe. Even theſe in- 
animate beings ſing forth his praiſe, and extol 
his glory among all nations: There is neither 
ſpeech nor language, but their voices are heard, 
and underſtood among them ; their ſound is gone 
out into all lands, and their words into the ends 

of the world. 
But though theſe things pabliſh to us the 
glory of their Creator, they do not declare to 
us his will. They manifeſt indeed to us hat 
there is a God; they declare to us that that 
God mult be infinite in power, in wiſdom and 
in goodneſs; but they are far from revealing 
to us his mind and counſel. Theſe irrational 
beings are ſufficient to convince us that God is 
to be obeyed; and they themſelves may be 
examples of obedience, and a reproach to ra- 
tional creatures who perform not their duty ; 
yet they are unable to teach us what obedience 
he requires from us, they cannot inform us of 
our duty. The book of nature plainly de- 
monſtrates the divinity of its Author, and 
what rules he has preſcribed to the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars, to direct them in their courſes : but 
this alone is too imperfect a guide to intelli- 
gent beings, who are to pay their Maker 
F 3 a willing 
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a willing obedience, and a reaſonable ſer- 
vice. 

Holy David, having obſerved, in the ſix firſt 
verſes of this Pſalm, how far God has diſ- 
played his power, wiſdom, and goodneſs in 
the works of creation, proceeds, in the next 
verſe, to ſhew how much more clearly and 
perfectly he has manifeſted himſelf to us by 
his written word — by revelation. 


Here he has given us a body of laws, the 


| moſt plain and intelligible, the moſt pure and 


perfect; a full and complete ſummary of all 
the duties he requires from us. In this 1s 
contained the whole mind and counſel of God : 
in this all the commandments of God are de- 
livered to us by the mouth of God himſelf. 
Nothing can be added to them to make them 
more complete ; nor any thing diminiſhed from 
them without leaving them defective. For 
the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 


foul ; the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making 


wiſe the ſimple. The ſlatutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart ; the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. His 
judgments are true, and righteous altogether : 
more to be defired are they than gold: moreover 


by 
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by them is thy ſervant taught; and in keeping 7 
them there is great reward. 

That the law of Moſes was a perfect law; 
that is, that it contained all things that were 
neceſſary for God's people the Jews, to be- 
lieve and to practiſe, in order to obtaining the 
promiſes of it, is evident from the frequent 
and preſſing admonitions of Mo/es to the chil- 
dren of Hrael, to the moſt religious, ſtrict, and 
inviolable obſervation of it. And that this 
was the entire will of God, and to which 
only he expected their exact obedience, he fre- 
quently, through the whole book of Deute- 
ronomy, repeats to them, Theſe are the com- 
mandments, theſe, and none elſe, the ſtatutes 
and the judgments, which the Lord your God 
commanded to teach you, that thou mighteſt fear 
the Lord to keep all his flatutes : And, that 
none might doubt but that a// his ſtatutes 
were herein contained, that nothing more was 
to be expected to make up the perfection of 
the law, or ſupply any imaginable defect in it; 
he adds this caution, Ye ſhall not add unto the 
word that I command, neither ſhall ye diminiſh 
aught from it. Thus the perfection of the firſt 
covenant, of the old law, is undeniably evi- 
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denced ; to which Scriptures our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, while upon earth, upon all occaſions, 
appealed; theſe alone he made the rule of his 
actions; from theſe he convinced the Jews. of 
their unbelief ; and theſe, he commanded all 
to ſearch, and have recourſe to, for infallible 
counſel and direction. 

Now if in the o lau there was ſuch per- 
fection, can we imagine, there can be any de- 
fect in the more full diſcovery of God's will 
to man, the Goſpel delivered to us by his ſon 
Chriſt Jeſus? No, certainly. As the Apoſtles 
received the fulleſt inſtructions from their 
Maſter, in every thing that was neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of his Church; ſo, by the inſpi- 

ration of the Holy Spirit, have they faithfully 
delivered down what they had been taught ; 
diſpenſing entirely, as faithful ſtewards, all, 
and nothing but that truth, which they had 
received from Chriſt. They, in their writings, 
full preach to the world, and being dead yet ſpeak. 

I ſhall now lay before you a ſhort ſketch of 
the duties enjoined us by the Scriptures, that 
thereby their perfection, and ſufficiency to ſalva- 
tion, may be ſufficiently demonſtrated. And 
firſt, as they aſſure us of the being of a God, 

ſo 
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ſo they give us the moſt rational and excel- 
lent rules concerning the worthip of him. 
God is @ ſpirit ; and they that worſhip him, muſt 
wor ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. What holy 
directions are there given concerning the duty 
of prayer, both public and private! What 
wiſe and admirable cautions has the great Au- 
thor of our religion laid down to prevent in- 
decency, or irreverence, in our applications to 
the Throne of Grace! What rules to prevent 
hypocriſy in private devotion !— Retire into thy 
cloſet, and pray to thy Father which is in ſecret ; 
and thy Father which is in ſecret fhall re- 
ward thee openly — a command this, which 
none but God could be the author of. For 
how abſurd were it for a being leſs than 
God to require ſuch an application to himſelf! 
Who but a being that had intercourſe with 
our ſouls, and knew our moſt ſecret motions, 
would enjoin us to direct our addreſſes to him- | 
ſelf in ſuch a cloſe retirement, out of the ob- 
ſervation of an eye leſs than omniſcient ? 
What incomparable rules do the Scriptures 
likewiſe afford us for truſting in God's provi- 
dence ! How clearly do they diſplay all his 
attributes —his wiſdom in the creation, pre- 
| ſervation, 
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ſervation, and government of the world, 
throughout all its various viciſſitudes and re- 
volutions ; but more eſpecially in the wonder- 
ful work of redemption ; God manifeſt in the 


fleſh! 


Secondly. Nor are thoſe precepts which teach 
us our duty to our nezghbour, leſs than thoſe 
which direct us in our duty to God —precepts, 
which are the fountain of peace and quiet- 
neſs; obliging men to a conſcientious diſ- 
charge of their ſeveral duties, in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations of life; reſtraining oppreſſion, ma- 
lice, and revenge; and ſtriking at the root 
and foundation of all vice, by curbing our 
thoughts as well as our actions. Were doc- 
trines like theſe univerſally practiſed, what a 
happy paradiſe would this world be! The 


 Dei/ls themſelves muſt own, that they owe 


their ſafety and protection to the very religion 
they cavil at: it is even for their intereſt in 


this world, to wiſh it true, were it not fo; 


and nothing but the puniſhment of their ſins 
and follies which it threatens in the next world, 
can ever incline them to wiſh it falſe. As 
the duties of the Chriſtian religion are thus 
perfect in themſelves, ſo there is as great a 


perfec- 
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perfection in thoſe motives and arguments by 
which it recommends them to our practice. 
If tranquillity of mind, and eaſe in this world, 
be deſirable, godlineſs hath the promiſe of this 
hife, as well as that which is to come. If the 
proſpect of puniſhments that are due to ſin- 
ners can have any force to reſtrain us, the wrath 
of an Almighty God, and the torments pre- 
pared for impenitent ſinners, are diſcloſed to 
us. If a proſpect of rewards can engage us to 
the practice of virtue, we are infallibly aſſured 
of an eternity of happineſs. If a ſenſe of gra- 
titude can move and affect us, God has reveal- 
ed how highly we are indebted to him for our 
life, and every bleſſing of it, but more eſpe- 
cially for his ineſtimable love in redeeming us. 
If we plead ignorance of our duty in excuſe 
for our neglect of it, God hath clearly ſhewed 
thee, O man, what ts good ; and now what doth 
the Lord thy God require of thee, but to do mercy, 
to love juſtice, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
If we are timorous and diſtruſtful of God and 
_ ourſelves, the Scriptures tell us, Chriſt laid 
down his precious life as a ſacrifice, and has 
reconciled us to God on the mild terms of 
faith and repentance, | 
This 
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This is the whole ſum of our religion, as 
laid down in the Scriptures; this the ſub- 
ſtance of all that is required of us. By this 
guide then, and this only, we are to form our 
actions; and, to animate and encourage our 
diligence, we are by this aſſured, that there 
are different degrees of happineſs in heaven: 
He that ſoweth plenteouſiy, ſhall reap plenteouſly. 
As one ftar differs ſrom another flar in glory, ſo 
alſo is the reſurrection of the dead. As there 1s 
nothing fitter for God himſelf to teach, and 
man to learn, than all the practical duties of 
holy writ ; ſo all the moſt ſpeculative doctrines 


of it, all its moſt ſacred and profound myſte- 


ries, are evident characters of the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God. Every article of our faith has 
a relation to practice, and tends to the advance- 
ment of piety and virtue. Every myſtery 1s a 
myſtery of love and goodneſs ; and every ſpe- 


culative doctrine affords us a freſh motive to 


obedience. Others may fear God; but it is the 


Chriſtian only that can love, truſt in, and look 
up to him as his Guide, his Father, his Re- 
deemer.— What then can be added with regard 
to faith, to make the plan of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion more complete? Is not the law of the 
Lord 
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Lord perfect? Are not the Scriptures ſufficient 
to ſalvation ? Other foundation can no man lay, 
fays the apoſtle, han that which is laid; Feſus 
Chriſt being the head-corner-flone, The infi- 
del may propoſe his beggarly elements; the en- 
thufiaſt may pretend to higher diſpenſations of 
grace, to advance his own pretended perfection; 
but the Scriptures being perfect, other doctrines 
are abſurd, other extraordinary gifts unneceſ- 
ſary. 

Whenever then we take theſe holy oracles 
into our hands, it is our duty to learn, and not 
to cavil at them— to receive them not as the 
word of man, but of God. This is the office 
of every true diſciple ; void of all vain conceit 
of his own wiſdom, natural reaſon, or acquired 
abilities, ſuch only is to be admitted into the 
ſchool of Chriſt. A ſincere and hearty love of 
truth ought likewiſe to accompany our- peruſal 
of the Scriptures — retaining no prejudices to 
bias our judgment, no preconceived opinions 
to warp them to our own interpretation; no 
oſtentation to wreſt them to a wrong ſenſe, or 
miſinterpret them to countenance the opinions 
of any ſect or party; but ſo to read them, not 
purely to find out wherein others contradict 


them, 
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them, but only to improve and amend our own 
lives by them, and to examine whether or not 
we ourſelves are in the right way that leads to 
falvation. 

And, O bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all 
holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them ; that, 
by patience and comfort of thy holy word, we 
may embrace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope 
of everlaſting life, which thou haſt given us 
in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


5 5 & MON VI. 


ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. XXII. VER. 21. 


Render therefore to Czſar, the things that are Ceſar's. 


UR bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles were 
very particular, upon all occaſions, in 
teaching us a leſſon of duty and ſubjection to 
thoſe governors in church and ſtate, whom 
God in his providence ſhould pleaſe to ſet over 
us. They taught, in the plaineſt terms, that 
whatever liberties and privileges the Goſpel en- 
titled its profeſſors to, it did by no means de- 
ſtroy or leſſen the allegiance they owed to the 
ſecular powers ; and that they were not at all 
the leſs ſubject to kings and magiſtrates be- 
cauſe they were the diſciples and followers of 
Chriſt.— This was a very ſeaſonable caution to 


the new converts; becauſe not only their ene- 
mies 
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mies at that time repreſented them as a factious, 
ſeditious ſect, and their religion as ſetting them 
free from all obedience and ſubjection to the 
ſecular powers: but they themſelves might miſ- 
take (as ſome of them, in fact, were ſuppoſed to 
do) the extent of their Chriſtian liberty, and ima- 
gine they were above every juriſdiction but that 
of God only. It was therefore neceflary to in- 
form them, and the reſt of the world, that the 
principles of a Chriſtian are far from counte- 
nancing difobedience and rebellion; far from 
tending to the ſubverſion of government, or 
diſſolving the ties and obligations by which we 
are bound to our ſuperiors: but, on the con- 
trary, nothing is, or can be, more effectual, 
than the laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to 
promote and eſtabliſh the ſecurity of ſtates and 
kingdoms — the authority of magiſtrates — the 
regularity, good order, and ſubmiſſion of all 
perſons to their lawful governors. How much 
our blefled Saviour intended to enforce this 
point, we learn from the context. A queſtion 
was aſked concerning the lawfulneſs of paying 
tribute to the Roman governor : his anſwer 
to which convinced them, that he acknowledged 
there was a debt due to kings and magiſtrates, 


the 
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the repreſentatives of God, as well as to God 
himſelf; and that one as well as the other muſt 
have their reſpective due. Render to Cæſur the 
things that are Caeſar's. But to give you a 
clearer view of the whole paſſage, I would ob- 
ſerve to you, that the chief deſign of the Jews 
in putting this queſtion to our bleſſed Saviour, 
was, to enſnare and find occaſion of accuſation 
againſt him. To this end, they ſent unto him 
a mixed party of Herodians and Phariſees : the 
former of whom were great proſcly tes and flat- 
terers of the Roman power ; the latter as much 
averſe to it, acknowledging no other ſovereign 
but God only. Theſe were delegated to offer 
this enſnaring queſtion, © Whether it was lau- 
ful for them to give tribute to Ceſar, or not? 
expecting which way ſocver he anfwered, they 
ſhould completely gain their end. If he de- 
clared it /awful, then the multitude would de- 
teſt him as a betrayer of their ancient liberties ; 
if he declared it wnlawful, then the Herodians 
would accuſe him as a rebel to the Emperor. 
But our bleſſed Lori, knowing their treacherous 
deſign againſt him, demanded a fight of their 
tribute-money ; and they acxnowledging the 
ſuperſcriptioa to be Cæſar's (which, according 

Vox. I. (> to 
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to their own maxims, was acknowledging 
Cæſar to be king) confounded them with this 
anſwer : Render therefore to Cæſar the things 
that are Caſar's, and to God the things that are 
God's. 

To a people ſo e diſtinguiſhed for 
loyalty to their king, and affection for the pre- 
ſent happy eſtabliſhment, it ſeems almoſt need- 
leſs to ſay any thing on this ſubject. Notwith- 
ſtanding, I ſhall beg leave to offer to your con- 
ſideration, 


Firſt, The chief articles of the ſubjects duty 
to their king. 

Secondly, Shall endeavour to enforce the prac- 
tice of them. 

The chief articles of the ſubjects tiny: to 
their king are given us by St. Paul to the Ro- 
mans — Tribute, cuſtom, fear, and honour : 
and in his Epiſtle to Timothy, Prayer for them 
is alſo enjoined, as a matter of eſpecial concern. 
Under tribute and cuſtom are comprehended all 
kinds of legal taxes and impoſitions for the ſup- 
port of government. To theſe every ſubject 
is bound to contribute, in his juſt and lawful 
proportion, to the maintenance and welfare of 


that particular ſtate under which he is protected: 
and 
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and this he is to do, without evading, without 
craftily or fraudulently withdrawing his ſhoulders 
from the common burden, fo as either to ſuffer 
his country to fall into confuſion for want of 
proper ſupplies, or leave it to be ſuſtained by 
the unequal, immoderate, and oppreſſive impo- 
ſitions on others. The Apoſtle further requires 
us to pay our king obedient and reverential 
fear; to be tender and ſolicitous that we in- 
cur not his diſpleaſure, or awaken his power 
againſt us; to be cautious in our whole de- 
meanour towards him; to have an awful care 
for his favour and eſteem, and ſuch a due ſenſe 
of the diſtance that is between us, as may ef- 
fectually reſtrain us from all undutiful actions, 
and from reflecting, reproachful words. — We 
are further required to honour the king; to eſ- 
teem, value, and reverence him who is inveſted 
with the ſovereign power ; to look upon him 
as God's appointed miniſter and repreſentative 
on earth; to regard him as our common parent; 

and to love him with all the tenderneſs and af- 
fcction, as well as obſerve him with the awe 
and duty of children. The Apoſtle further en- 
joins prayer for kings, as a matter of eſpecial 
moment and concern. He exhorts us to pray 
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ſor averting all evils from them, for obtaining 


all good things to them ; and, with occaſional 


interceſſions, for conferring all needful gifts and 


graces upon them; as the Interpreters, in ex- 


plaining St. Paul's words, commonly diſtinguiſh, 


ſupplications, prayers, and interceſſions for Ages 


and all that are in authority. 

Theſe are the chief articles of a ſubjeR's 
duty to his king: but it may be proper to add, 
that our ſubjection is not due to the ſovereign 
alone; but every ſubordinate magiſtrate, deriv- 
ing his power from the ſovereign authority, is 
entitled to our obedience.” The reaſonableneſs 


and obligation of this will further appear under 


my ſecond particular, wherein I propoſed to 
enforce what I have now laid before you. 

That men cannot ſubſiſt in any tolerable 
degree of comfort and peace without ſociety ; 
nor ſociety be maintained without government; 
wor government be ſupported without laws and 
diſcipline ; nor laws and diſcipline be of any 


uſe, without ſome one to preſerve that diſci- 
pline, and put thoſe Jaws in execution —are all 
truths ſo confirmed by reaſon and experience, 
as need no further argument to eſtabliſh them. 


But now whoever is entraſted with that power, 
has 
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has a very heavy burden laid upon him. He 
labours and watches for the public good; it is 
therefore reaſonable and neceſſary, that ſuch a 
ſuitable proviſion ſhould be made for the ſup- 
port of the dignity of his high ſtation and cha- 
racter, as may anſwer all the occaſions of go- 
vernment; and, unleſs thoſe other duties of 
fear and honour are as punctually paid, the 
ends and deſigns of government are not yet ob- 
tained. For what government can ſubſiſt, if 
the prince, or they who are commiſſioned to 
act under him, ſhould ſuffer, or be liable to ſuf- 
fer, rudeneſs and inſults from thoſe beneath 
them? What public deſigns can be carried 
into execution, if every one who thinks him- 
ſelf wiſer than his ſuperiors, ihould have the 
liberty to reproach them, becauſe his counſel 
is not followed, nor his ſchemes and models 
thought proper to be complied with? This 
duty is made an eſſential part of our religion: 
it is preſcribed in both Teſtaments : in 49/4, at 
the ſame time, and in the ſame place, with the 
fear of God Fear God ; honour the king. This 
plainly intimates that the power of the king 1s 
a branch of God's power ; that God will look 
upon every breach or violation of it as an in- 
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jury to himſelf ; and, in a word, that no man 
will be deemed truly to fear God, who does not 
alſo honour the king. The wiſe man carries it 
further, and forbids to entertain ill conceits, or 
ill wiſhes in our minds towards him— Curſe not 
the king, no, not in thine heart. The laſt 
duty I mentioned which we owe to our king, 
is, that of praying to God for him—a duty 
this of ſuch general ſervice, ſo particularly en- 
Joined by St. Paul, that I cannot but more 
largely infiſt on it by ſuch confiderations, which 
will ſhew our obligation to it, and enforce our 
obſervance of it. We owe this duty to our 
King, firſt, out of regard and good-will to the 
public. The fafety of a king is a conſider- 
able part of the public welfare ; the whole ſtate, 
as it were, living and breathing in him. His 
fall, on the other hand, ſhaketh the very earth; 
putteth things out of courſe ; transfers the ad- 
miniſtration into new and untried hands, and 
makes even liberty and property uncertain. 
Hence David was properly ſtyled the Light of 
Iſrael; and even Zedekiah, a wicked and per- 
verſe king, is called by the Prophets, zhe 
breath of our noſtrils. Again, the piety and 
virtue of a king is of great conſequence to his 


kingdom. 
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kingdom. A righteous example on the throne 
gives an authority to righteouſneſs ; is of more 
influence to encourage virtue, and diſcounte- 
nance vice, than all his laws and commands ; 
it makes the ſubject like himſelf, and procures 
to both the favour and bleſſing of God. How 
did piety flouriſh in the reign of David ! What 
abundance of proſperity did it call down from 
Heaven upon Iſrael! How did the goodneſs 
of that prince tranſmit favours and mercies 
upon the kingdom long after his death ! In the 
reign even of Hezekiah, God declared by his 
Prophet, I will defend this city, to fave it, for 
mine own ſake, and for my ſervant David's 
fake.” It is moreover obſervable from the whole 
{ſcripture hiſtory, that there is a kind of com- 
munication of merit and guilt between the king 
and his people; that mutually each of them is 
rewarded for the virtues, each puniſhed for the 
vices, of the other. God, for the iniquities of 
a people, often withdraweth his grace from their 
king ; as, on the other hand, the vices of a 
king are frequently made inſtruments in the 
hands of God to puniſh and chaſtiſe the peo- 
ple. The untimely death of Joſiah is an ex- 
ample of the former; the fins of Manaſſch, 

G 4. which 


which were avenged of the Jews, even after 
their reformation, of the latter. From theſe 
conſiderations it appears that prayer for our 
king is an act of love and benevolence to the 
public ; that in praying for his ſafety, his pro- 
ſperity, and his virtue, we, in effect, pray for 
the ſafety, the proſperity, and virtue of our 
country. Another material inducement to this 
duty ariſes from the difhculties and dangers 
which they who are inveſted with the ſovereign 
power are expoſed to, in conducting public 
affairs. They have matters to deliberate on, 
which are dark and uncertain ; caſes to deter- 
mine, which require the ſpirit of counſel, and 
judgment from above to direct them. They 
have enterprizes to conduct, which require more 
than human induſtry and ſtrength to accom- 
pliſh. They have all the infirmities of other 
men, and are more eminently ſubject to out- 
ward temptations. The world is continually 
aſſaulting them with all its advantages, with all 
its baits of plcaſure, with all its enticements to 
pride, opprefſion, injuſtice, and luxury. Their 
ſtate, wealth, and power, exempt them from 
the common reſtraints : they have many to flat- 
ter and applaud their worſt vices; few faithful 

friends 


89 
friends to adviſe, reprove, and perſuade them. 
Hence are they in need of divine grace and aſ- 
ſiſtance to preſerve them from ſin, and to con- 
duct them in the paths of virtue. And hence 
ariſeth the neceſſity of our beſceching God 
to aſſiſt them in their government, to direct 
their councils; to protect their perſons, and 
guard their hearts from the prevalency of temp- 
tation. Nay, to this the ſubject is obliged by 
the common ties of gratitude and juſtice : they 
are the miniſters of God, the guardians of his 
people, the protectors of his church: under 
them we enjoy the fruits of our induſtry, the 
common comforts and conveniencies of life, 
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with ſome tolcrable ſecurity: to them we owe 
the protection of right and innocence ; the pre- 
ſervation of peace and order ; the reſtraint and 
correction of vice: hence are due to them a 
very reſpectful obedience and attection ; the 
which many of us have no other way to ex- 
preſs or exerciſe, than by carneſt prayers (which 
lay within the power of all of us) for their 
welfare. Theſe, offered with frequency, ſin- 
cerity, and zeal, are ever ctticacious. It the 
effects of them are not always diſcernible, yet 


they are certainly real : if they be not as per- 
| fect 
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fect as we deſire, yet they are as full and com- 
petent as expediency requires, or the condition 
of things will bear. There may be hindrances 
to a full ſucceſs of our beſt prayers: they may 
not always prevail to make princes completely 
good, or completely proſperous; for ſome con- 
currence of their own wills is requiſite to pro- 
duce their own virtue; and the ſtate of things 
and capacity of perſons are not always fitted 
for proſperity. But yet our prayers are not 
quite vain and fruitleſs: the Almighty never 
appointeth means unavailable to the end: he 
would never have commanded us particularly 
to pray for kings, if he did not intend to liſten 
to our prayers; and, for their ſake, ts give ſal- 
vation to kings, and mercy to his anointed. 

Since therefore we have theſe inducements to 
pray for our king, and ſuch happy returns may 
be expected from our prayers ; let us, by an 
earneſt performance of this duty, ſhew ourſelves 
good Chriſtians and good ſubjects. Prayer may 
as juſtly ſtand among the duties of a ſubject, 
among the things that are Caeſar's, as tribute, 
cuſtom, fear, and honour : nay, it, in a man- 
ner, includes all theſe ; is, at leaſt, an argu- 
ment of our good diſpoſition to pay them theſe 
duties, 
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duties, and the ſureſt way to preſerve and im- 
prove that diſpoſition in the ſubject's breaſt. 
And ſince all theſe articles of duty ſo juſtly be- 
long to our ſovereign, both for his preſervation 
and reward, let us fail him in none. It is our 
duty, likewiſe, to pray for ourſelves; to be- 
ſeech God that he would give us a// grace to 
live in a peaceable ſubjection to our king; that 
we may never be wanting in honour to his per- 
ſon, and dutiful ſubmiſſion to his authority; 
that he would grant him a long and happy reign 
over us; and to direct and influence his coun- 
cils, that all his endeavours for the public good 
may be crowned with ſucceſs: and that, when 
it ſhall pleaſe God to exchange his corruptible 
for an incorruptible crown, there never may be 
one wanting in his houſe to ſucceed him in the 
government of theſe kingdoms ; that our poſ- 


terity may ſee his children's children, and peace 
upon Iſrael. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, be all honour and praiſe, now and for 
ever. 
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JOB, CHAP. XLII. VER. 6. 


Wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 


«© A BHOR myſelf! Is this the way to make 
me the friend of God, by trampling on 
* his own image, and treating it with ſcorn ? 
« Will not nature ſtart at ſuch barbarity as 
e this? Can it conſiſt with the juſtice of Hea- 
« ven to inflict ſuch ſevere puniſhments for a 
« few idle miſpent hours? Is there not a more 


« decent way of expiating offences than the un- 
« ſightly penance of duſt and aſhes? Will not 
« this unſeemly pomp of penitence make me 
« ridiculous in the eyes of the world ? Can this 
« thorny path lead me to the enjoyment of | 


„peace and happineſs ? Is this the comfortable 
« doctrine of Chriſt, ſo much magnified by its 
« preachers, 
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« preachers, and embraced by its profeſſors ? 
% No; let deluded, weak minds labour on ſtill 
te with their burthen ; let them content them- 
« ſelves with their hard lot, nor ever know 
« how to amend their choice. I ſerve a kinder, 
“ more indulgent maſter; and live at large 
« amid ſecure plenty. I deſpiſe the mercenary 
« arts of prieſtcraft, and ſmile at the fond con- 
ce ceit of repentance and another world.” Thus 
argues the man of liberty and pleaſure ; rioting 
among the ſons of mirth, and ſunk deep in ſloth 
and ſenſuality. The perverted ſtate of his mind 
will not give him patience and ingenuity to 
weigh and examine the nature of religious du- 
ties; and the ſeeming impoſſibility of ſatisfying 
the ſword of divine juſtice, introduces the moſt 
abſurd and uncharitable notions of every thing 
that is ſacred. This is the true ſpring of this 
averſion to the doctrine of repentance ; a doc- 
trine of an unſightly, difagrecable aſpe& : but 
diſagreeable as it is, the libertine views it with 
more pleaſure in this light, that he may wan- 
ton in the darling circle of diffipation with leſs 
hindrance and regret. Much it is to be wiſhed, 
that men of this caſt of mind would give way 
to reflection; forbear their harſh interpretations 


ON 
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on every thing that looks like duty; ſtruggle 


hard to overcome the allurements of ſin; and 
bear with ſome difficulty, in order to attain a cer- 
tain reward. True it is, fleſh and blood are ſel- 
dom eaſy under compulſion and reſtraint, and na- 
ture knows no freedom in chains: but muſt we 
engroſs all the ſweets, and taſte none of its bit- 
terneſs ? Have not diſſoluteneſs and luxury their 
gloomy ſeaſons ? and do we not ſuffer much for 
our licentious ſallies? How can men thus ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be impoſed on? Repentance, 
terrible as it appears, has no ſuch hardſhips as 
the tyranny of vice; nor is there any thing ſo 
hideous in a virtuous reſolution as to affright us 
into deſpair. Reaſon and reflection will bring 
us to a ſight of our follies ; and though hard is 
the taſk to keep a ſincere purpoſe of amend- 
ment, who would ſtake the value of a ſoul, to 
all the treaſures of a periſhing world? In fact, 
there can be no evaſion in ſuch a caſe as this. 
Eternal life is of ſuch concern, that to purchaſe 
it, every other conſideration muſt be parted 
with. The old man muſt be crucified in us, 
and the whole body of ſin aboliſhed : not a bo- 
ſom-luſt ſhould be left to worry and prey upon 
the mind ; no diſtorted appetite to ſtifle and 

enſlave 


— 2 * by 
oy * 8 
S | - — ä — = af - 
— ——_——_—_—_—_——_—_—_ — * I b i” — * 
— = L þ — — n= — = — — 


— — — 


— _ 


* 
— . „ 22 


þ 

* 

j! 

y 
1 

[| 
. 
1 
0 
«438 


* ” 
nin cad do — — 


96 SERMON VIII. 


enſlave our reaſon: but the conſcience ſhould 
be pure and clear—pure as the beams of morn- 
ing light, clear as a rock of cryſtal. An 
heart-felt flood of tears muſt waſh out our 
ſtains, and purge us from the pollutions of the 
fleſh : it is this that ſoftens a ſtony heart, and 
makes it ſuſceptible of good impreſſions ; it is 
this that ſcatters the thick clouds of guilt, and 
gives us a proſpect of a new and brighter day. 
Nature herſelf muſt paſs through a change, be- 
fore ſhe can recover her former beauty ; and 
much toil muſt be uſed to poliſh off her ruſt, 
and make her freſh and fair, as ſhe came out of 
the hands of her Almighty Creator. It is not 
an empty ſigh, an accidental wiſh, that will ap- 
peaſe the wrath of God ; it is a continual mor- 
tifying our corrupt affections, an abhorring and 
rooting out thoſe poifonous paſſions that have 
chained us down to ſo much miſery, and led us 


captive into the power of the devil. The dif- 


figured face and mournful accent, the gloomy 
veil of ſackcloth and aſhes ( fo literally adopted 
by the diſſembling Jew), with a long train of 
unmeaning poſtures, .and antick ſorrow, may 
look like ſigns of a true convert; but far from 
that repentance that will fave ſinners : it is a 


ſenſible 
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ſenſible, ſubmiſſive ſorrow for all our tranſ Zreſ- 
ſions, and an active reſolution of immediate re- 
formation, that muſt make us welcome votaries 
at the throne of grace: it 1s neither cine umci- 
ion nor uncircumciſion, but a chanze of the 
whole man, a new creature. But is this to 
be effected immediately? Can infected reaſon, 
and diſtorted judgment; can an ungovernable 
will, and diſtempered paſſions, be brought to 
the diſcipline of virtue at a moment's warning? 
Is not the regenerate man a work of time and 
pains; a creature of induſtry and long labour? 
Can nature be formed anew on a ſudden ? Is it 
ſo eaſy to correct a vicious habit? Will the 
Athiopian change his colour? or the Icopard's 
ſpots, can they be wiped out? How then can 
God lay on man ſuch an unreatonable talk, fo 
irkſome, ſo unpleaſant ? The path of virtue is 
rugged and ruinous, enough to terrify the ſight 
and forbid my entrance. The fleſh is frail and 
feeble, and the faculties of the foul cqually in- 
firm. A thouſand temptations he before me; 
pleaſure ſmiles, and reaſon is too weak to rchit. 
Can I be blamed for the ſoftneſs of my frame, 


or at all anſwerable for the lofs of my liberty 
Jowever, cannot a deep ich or a {trained tear 
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raiſe compaſſion in an angry father, but muſt I 
give up all the darling offspring of my ſins to 
the rage of a mercileſs fire? If this muſt be 
done, yet give me time to wean myſelf from my 
affection, and bid a tender farewell to what I 
once ſo dearly loved.” Hard meaſure will this 
be thought by the falſe-reaſoning, ſelf-deluded 
ſinner; but it is what will meet with its reward 
hercafter, and place him in the view and aſ- 
ſurance of unmixed and immortal glories. To 
prepare ſuch for this welcome change, I would 
ay before him the meaſures he is to purſue. 
The firſt ſtep neceſſary to repentance 1s, to 
commune with his own heart; to turn his eyes 
inward, and ſeriouſly look back on his paſt of- 
tences, and make an impartial ſcrutiny of all the 
actions of his life. Conſideration is not a ſul- 
len, drowſy poſture of thought, tending only 
to darken our perceptions ; much leſs 1s it a ri- 
gid moroſeneſs of humour, a violent checking 
the activity of our ſpirits, which confuſes and 
baffles our underſtanding ; but it is a vigorous 
application of our minds to review our paſt ac- 
tions, for the better government of our future 
conduct; it is a manly exerciſe of our rational 
powers, which will ſtcadily hold the images of 


things 
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things to our view, and trace out all the hidden 
ſprings of action. To know ourſelves, to make 
our own hearts the ſubject of our meditations, 
will bring us far forward in our way to the 
ſchool of virtue. The greateſt aſſurance of an 
happy converſion is, to be able to recc!le& our 
ſtraggling thoughts, and marſhal them in a 
prudent and comely order. This is in the power 
of even the moſt corrupted mind to effect. To 
the neglect of this the Almighty pronounces 
the ruin of men, and has eſtabliſhed it as the 
only way to their folemn recovery. If indeed 
repentance was only a ſudden qualm, a ſhort 
delirium, or a flaſh of ſear, then the ſupine and 
thoughtleſs would be worthy penitents : but 
fince a new courie of ſolid virtue, and the de- 
nial of the ſofteſt gratifications of ſenſe, are ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary to regain the favour of Hea- 
ven, none but the wile and reflecting, the cau- 
tious and dcliberate obſerver can find any rclifh 
or advantage in this doctrine, or prevail with 
himſelf to embrace it. Vain are the hopes of 


thoſe fanatics who flatter themſelves, that the 
grace of God will correct and reform them 
without the concurrence of their own ſtudious 
endeavours : let ſuch reſt aſſured, that tron: 
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and victorious as the means of grace are ima- 
gined to be, they have no other influence on 
the ſoul than by raiſing it out of a lethargy to 
a pungent ſenſe of its danger, and giving it 
ſcope to ſtruggle and enlarge itſelf from the fet- 
ters of fin. To imagine otherwiſe, would be 
to turn religion into a charm, and the whole 
ſacred diſpenſation into a kind of witchcraft. 
t was certainly a quite different motive that 
induced Holy David to ſay of himſelf: I thought 
cr my ways, and turned my feet unto thy pre- 
cepts e it was not the work of irreſiſtible grace 
that brought him over, and reconciled him to 
Cod; but a mature and well-weighed applica- 
tion of heart, that led him to a fight and aver- 
ſion of his follies. But we arc not to fit down 
here, and content ourſelves with this diſcovery. 
Ve mult proceed in this great work, to a full 
and ſettled purpoſe of reformation. It is a me- 
lancholy obſervation, that ſome of the greateſt 
proficients in this pious exerciſe frequently re- 
lapſe into their old diſorders, into their former 
ſtubborn, unrelenting ſtate. They faulter in 
the execution of their purpoſe, and their efforts 
are all faint and languid. They have not ſpi- 
rit to ſtrike at the root of their corruptions, or 
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pluck out the ſting and venom of temptation. 
Like parting friends, they weep over their vices ; 
yet with for a time to renew their acquaintance, 
and meet and embrace with greater tenderneſs. 
Thus marble will ſometimes drop in dew, yet 
not an atom of its rocky ſubſtance melts away, 
To tempers ſo irreſolute, the only remedy to 
be applied is, to balance the advantage of fin 
againſt the ſeverities of virtue, and the preſſing 
neceſſity of an holy life againſt the danger of 
indolence and neglect : from a careful compa- 
riſon of this kind, they would ſoon declare 
themſelves champions for the honour of reli- 
gion, and put themſelves forward in the buſineſs 
of converlion. Life runs on apace, death and 
Judgment will foon overtake our weary ſteps ; 
we mult therefore prepare to meet the ſhock 
with ſuch a firmneſs of mind, that no efforts of 
the tempter can conquer or enfeeble. It muſt 
not be like a fleccy cloud, that every wind blows 
away; but a wiſe, ſteady principle to direct our 
choice, and conduct us in the grand concern of 
reformation, An irreſolute temper can neve 
prevail; it is ever ſelf-tormenting and unea 
ever combating with imaginary ditiicultics ; 1101 
like the Iſraclites in their paſſage to Canaun, 
3 ralſing 
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raiſing up the ghoſt of a danger, rather than 
want an object to work upon their fears. But 
it is now no time to halt; nor to ſay, in the 
language of the ſluggard, there is à lion in 
the way.” No ſubtil reſerve muſt retard his 
progreſs ; but the awakened ſinner muſt ſhew 
an undaunted gallantry of mind in reſolving to 
return, and ſuffer no infinuating temptation to 
defeat his purpoſe. Having brought him to 
this pious diſpoſition, we mult attend him to 
the end of his ſtage, and lay before him the 
neceſſity of an ingenuous conicihon of his for- 
mer offences, an acknowledgment of his fins 
with the greateſt humility and remorſe — And 
here no artifice muſt be made uſe of to palliate 
his guilt; no formal hypocriſy to colour his 
crimes : there 1s no dealing thus with an all- 
ſeeing God, by whom all our actions are known 
even when lying dormant in the womb of 
thought. The ſimple act of confeſſion is, in 


its own nature, of no great fignification ; but 


then it 1s pleaſing and grateful to God ; and to 
ſuch has he promiſed forgivencſs, when accom- 
panied with a true ſclf-condemnation. In this 


ſtate of mind did the poor publican approach 


the temple : in an humble, penitent poſture he 


ſtood 
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ſtood afar off, and would not fo much as liſt up 


his eyes towards heaven, where all even his 
minuteſt crimes were regiſtered: there he ſmote 
upon his guilty breaſt, and. endeavoured to ſoften 
the rigour of divine juſtice, with this affecting 
requeſt— God be merciful to me a inner. The 
ſame pleaſing path ought every true penitent to 
purſue, as this, and this only, will lead him to 
the completion of repentance actual reforma- 
tion. Without this, all he has done will be 
but an idle, unprofitable amuſement. 

This is the great condition of our reconcili- 
ation with God, the hinge on which all our 
hopes of glory turn. If in this we fail, all our 
ſighs, all our tears, all our pangs, will avail us 
nothing. That our wounds may be healed by 
the bare ſenſe of our guilt, or by faith aione, 
may be the language of falſe teachers ; but it 
is not the language of ſcripture. J/berew:thal, 
ſays the prophet Micah, hall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myſelf before the high God Shall 
1 come before him with burnt effernigs, with 
calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed 
with thouſands of rams, or ten thoufauds of ri- 
vers of als Shall I give my firjt-born jor my 
tranſgreſſions, the fruit of my body jor the fin of 
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my ſoul ? He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? Not every one, that 
crieth, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doth the will of our Fa- 
ther, which 1s in heaven. 

Reformation of lite then being the eſſence of 
repentance, how wretchedly infatuated they 
who delay converſion! The pointing out this 
way of reconciliation, was an inſtance of mercy 
which the apoſtate angels could never obtain ; 
they were utterly abandoned to the ſting and 
torment of their dire reflections, without the 
leaſt glimpſe, the leaſt poſſibility of recovering 
their former happineſs. Not one fripe did 
Jeſus ſuffer, not one drop of blood did he ſhed, 
not the leaſt indignation did he undergo, for 
their ſakes, or to raiſe them to the hopes of 
peace and favour ; but for 4s did the Son of God 
lay down his life, and become the propitiation for 
the fins of the world, that we might be put into 
a Capacity of atoning ſor our crimes by repent- 
ance ; and that repentance might be a means of 
leading us to falvation. What an ineſtimable 
privilege is this to the race of men! Yet how 


many 
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many have baſely contemned it! How ſhame- 
fully have they abuſed the long-ſuftering of 
their Maker, by aſſaulting his throne with all 
the violence of fin! Are theſe the ſacrifices of 
a broken ſpirit, which that gracious Being has 
ſworn never to deſpiſe ? 1s this the return for 
all the prodigies of his mercy ? Unthinking 
men] thus ſcornfully to ſpurn at their everlaſting 
intereſt, and ſport and play on the very precipice 
of deſtruction! How can they fo tamely couch 
under the load of vice, without one ſtruggle for 
that liberty to which they are entitled by grace ? 
Let ſuch reflect, that by various unexpected ac- 
cidents the thread of life is often cut off, and 
the ſinner hurried away to the ſullen grave, 
when he is not maſter of one moment of time 
to recollect himſelf : if otherwiſe, what confu- 
ſion muſt he be involved in, when he finds him- 
ſelf ſinking into a dubious ftate, and covered 
over with guilt! Do ye thereſyre be wiſe in 
time; know the things that belong to your peace, 
before they are hidden from your eyes, While 
the day-ſpring of grace ſhines on before you, 
carefully look back on your paſt offences, and 
endeavour with an honeſt heart and awakened 
zeal to correct and amend them; en, but nv 
till 
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till then, can you expect mercy. The man, who 
can thus free himſelf from the number and guilt 
of his fins, will ſoon perceive himſelf in a ſtate 
of falvation ; he will gain a deeper inſight into 
the folly and vanity of the world, and thence 
draw of his affections from it; he will look 
down on its tin{clled pomp without fear and 
without ſurpriſe ; his reliſh will be refined, his 
taſte ennobled ; his eyes will be wholly fixed 
on the ſeats of the bleſſed : there will be his 
treaſure ; there will be his triumph ! 


To which triumphant place, God in his in- 
finite mercy bring us all, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour and glory, 


now and for ever, 


II "TIMOTHY, CHAP, I. VER. 6. 


Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, that thou ſtir 
up the viſt of God which 1s in thee, by the pulting on 
of my hands. x 


WEED St. Paul was ſummoned by the 
duties of his function from the church 
which he had planted at Epheſus, he commit- 
ted the care of it to Timothy; to one who had 
been his diſciple, his companion, entered very 
young into the miniſtry, and, for his eminent 
qualifications, was ſoon raiſcd to the epiſcopal 
order. 

The great Apoſtle knew well how to value 
merit and virtue, in whatever. age he found 
them: ſo that as theſe created a perfect confi- 
dence and regard in the one, they produced a 


filial 
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filial affection and entire fidelity in the other. 
During the unwilling abſence of the Apoſtle, 
his affection for Timothy, and care for the 
church, did not at all diminiſh, To ſupply his 
place, he ſent two Epiſtles ; in which 1s con- 
tained a body of truly apoſtolical canons ; di- 
recting him, and all other paſtors, how to con- 
duct themſelves in their miniſterial offices— a 
ſtanding rule for their government of the peo- 
ple committed to their charge. 

From ſome paſſages in the ſecond Epiltle, 
many have thought it written not long before 
his martyrdom, and ſent to, as it were, his 
adopted ſon, as a dying pledge of his love, a 
kind remembrancer to excite him to diligence, 
and a conſcientious diſcharge of his duty — 1 
put thee in remembrance, that thou fiir up the 
gift of God which is in thee, by the putting on 
of my hands. Behold the care of the faithful 
monitor! He had no reaſon to ſuſpect the 
watchful diligence of the now approved paſtor ; 
yet did his eager zeal for the church of Chriſt 
prompt him to give this incomparable advice, 
to preſs home this honeſt charge, that he might 
ſeriouſly conſider the honourable calling to which 
he was advanced ; the many extraordinary gifts 

obtained 
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obtained by the impoſition of his hands, in or- 


der to excite him to a due improvement of the 
graces received. 


The words before us point out to our con- 


ſideration the fignificancy of the impoſition of 


hands ; the office conferred by that rite; the 
cbaratter of the perſon on whom this ceremony 
was performed; the gift conferred by il; and 
his duly in return for it. 

The ceremony of impoſition of hands was 
ever uſed as an ancient rite of bleſſing by prayer. 
It is very probable it took its riſe among Chriſ- 
tians from a fimilar practice in the Jewiſh 
church, where it ever implied authority in the 
perſons empowered to uſe it, and was the eſ- 
tabliſhed mode of conferring any facred office 
or dignity, Joſhua was thus conſecrated ſuc- 
ceſſor to Moſes ; and thus did the apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians ever admit new members 
into the miniſtry of the church. For which 
reaſon it 1s, that our holy church retains the 
fame cuſtom in her offices on ſome ſignal occa- 
ſions; particularly at the. conſecrating men to 
God's immediate ſervice. This rite is made an 
outward ſign of the inviſible grace then be— 
itowed ; and the performance of it with prayer 


implies 
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implies a delegation of that authority to others 
with which they themſclves had been inveſted 
by Chritt. 

What the impoſition of hands dart 
implies here, or what oliice was conferred on 
Timothy thereby, comes next under conſidera- 
tion. The office was epr/copal he was there- 
by conſtituted biſhop of Epheſus, and inveſted 
with ſuch privileges and authority which never 
were committed to a mere preſbyter. This the 
records of the ancient church abundantly teſ- 
tify. But no occaſion is there for other teſti- 
monies, when the tenor of St. Paul's Epiſtles 
fairly intimates his being left a refident biſhop 
there, and inveſted with powers peculiar to that 
office and character : a power of ruling over 
the elders or preſbyters, and a power of or- 
daining preſbyters. This latter office has been 
univerſally attributed by the writers of the 
church to the „ht order. There are no canons 
extant which pretend to confer the power of 
ordination on biſhops, though many preſcribe 
rules for the exerciſe of it. This to an impar- 
tial mind muſt be a ſtrong confirmation of their 
original authority, and plainly proves the excr- 
ciſe of that power before, without any reſtric- 


tions 
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tions at all. More than three centuries had 
elapſed before this diſtinguiſhing authority 
was ever diſputed : ſince which time, the 
diſcuſſion of this point has frequently exer- 
ciſed the pens of the learned world. But after 
all that has been ſaid on this ſubject, I ſhall 
only offer, that, if the cotemporaries of the 
apoſtles are proper witneſſes of apoſtolical diſ- 
cipline; if the moſt approved fathers of the 
ancient church be eſteemed the beſt interpre- 
ters of Scripture ; if that form of church- 
government be allowed primitive, which pre- 
vailed in the principal churches of Rome, An- 
tioch, Jeruſalem, and Alexandria, even before 
the death of St. John; if poſſeſſion for ſe- 
venteen hundred years, obtained without any 
known fraud or violence, will confer a good 
title; and if no traces arc extant of a general 
combination among the apoſtles, or their ſuc- 
ceſſors, to deceive the world by a treacherous 
uſurpation of aſſumed powers; then the eſ- 
tabliſhed doctrine of theſe churches, which 
aſſerts epiſcopal power, remains firm and un- 
ſhaken : their biſhops conſequently now ex- 
erciſe an authority derived from the apoſtles, 
which they delivered down by virtue of a 

com- 
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commiſſion they received from Chrilt—As my 
Father ſent me, fo fend I you. All this may 
amount to a poſitive proof, that the power of 
ordination is an incommunicable right of the 
epiſcopal order; and to corroborate this may 
be ſubjoined the condemnation of that office 
by the councils of Conſtantinople and Alex- 
andria, when performed by preſbyters. How 
then is it that the power of impoſition of 
hands is aſſumed by thoſe, to whom it never 
was committed ?---a power that cannot or- 
dinarily deſcend but by the line of apoſtolical 
ſucceſſion. Diſclaiming to exert more autho- 
rity than. was granted to him, after he had 
preached to, converted, and baptiſed the Sa- 
maritans, Philip the Evangeliſt returned to the 
apoſtles, in order to fend one properly quali- 
fied to lay hands on them. If this was fo re- 
quiſite in conir;-atin, the fame reaſon will 
hold good in 9rdinatizn alſo. Since then this 
power 1s folely lodged in the biſhops of the 
Chriſtian church ; fince it was in its full ex- 
tent committed to Timothy by the impoſi- 
tion of St. Paul's hands, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that the office conferred on him was 
epiſcopal. 


The 
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The character of the perſon, on whom the 
apoſtle's hands were laid, is a circumſtance well 
deſerving obſervation. The preceding verie in- 
forms us, that he was a man of unfeigned faith; 
who did not put on the maſk of a fair profeſ- 
ſion, but whoſe heart was devoted to the ſer- 
vice of his maſter. His obedience to the goſ- 
pel was exemplary ; and the eminence of his 
ſtation cauſed his virtuous zeal to ſhine with 
greater luſtre, and diffuſe itſelf for the benefit _ 
of mankind. On this amiable picture ought 
every man who is raiſed to this exalted ſtation 
to fix his eyes. His character ſhould equally 
riſe with his dignity above the common level of 
mankind. His inciinations ſhould keep pace 
with his power and opportunity to do good. 
An action that may be extenuated in another is 
highly criminal in him. What might paſs un- 
obſerved in another, may be ſeverely cenſured, 
may have a dangerous influence, when done by 
him. „It muit be deemed a virtue,” fays an 
eminent writer, “in a private perſon, if he 
« practiſe no evil, and do ſome good: but in a 
e prince or. governor, cipecially one who has 
« a government of this nature committed to 
« him, it is wictedneſs if he does not excel 
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« others.” By this eminent conduct did the 
venerable fathers of the church gain to them- 
ſelves immortal honour, and to Chriſtianity nu- 
merous converts, at a time when the profeſſion 
of it was dangerous; when a biſhoprick enti- 
tled the poſſeſſor only to the privilege of being 
more barbarouſly tormented : when no append- 
ant honours graced the epiſcopal character, this 
drew the eyes and admiration of all upon it : 
when perſecution and diſtreſs from the tempo- 
ral powers was their hard lot, this brought cre- 
dit to their profeſſion, and made even their 
enemies efpoule its cauſe. Splendid titles and 
large poſſeſſions, the preſent attendants on this 
exalted ſtation, procure no real regard to the 
perſons of men, unleſs accompanied with fide- 
lity in their duty, and uprightneſs in their con- 
verſation. They may, indeed, gain, or rather 
commands, a little outward reſpect ; but it is 
their unfeigned faith muſt ſtrike the hearts of 
men with that awe and reverence ſo juſtly due 
to their ſacred characters. The former only 
dazzle the eyes of the world; while the latter 
ſhews both love and eſteem; endears them to 
their fellow creatures, and makes them accept- 
able to God. Happy the church under the 

govern— 
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government of ſuch faithful guardians! Happy 
thoſe guardians who thus edify and protect the 
church 

The gift obtained by the impoſition of the 
apoſtle's hands, is the next object of our con- 
ſideration. Timothy was reminded, by virtue 
of the former opinion the apoſtle had conceived 
of him, 0 flir up the gift that was obtained by 
the laying on of hands. By this outward ſigni- 
ficative action, he was inveſted with authority 
ſufficient for the execution of his office : the 
Almighty joining his grace and power to this 
facred ceremony, communicated therewith the 
miraculous gifts of his ſpirit. The firſt plan- 
tation of the goſpel called for ſome. ſuch un- 
common qualifications. The converſion of an 
infidel world, and the edification of an infant 
church, were works not to be attempted by 
the ordinary power of man: therefore did the 
providence of God abundantly ſupply this de- 
fect, by ſending out the firſt publiſhers with a 
large commiſſion, and a power of doing the 
moſt aſtoniſhing works; inſomuch that on 
whom they laid their hands, the Holy Chkoft 
came. So that at Timothy's conſecration the 
gift of God was in a plentiful mcaſure and 
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manner beſtowed. He was filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt ; was thereby enabled to withſtand the ob- 
ſtinacy of the Jew ; to make foohſh the wiſdom of 
the Greek ; and to promote the progreſs of the 
goſpel amid all the perſecutions of a powerful 
and malicious world. In theſe our days the 
Holy Ghoſt does not deſcend like a ruſhing 
mighty wind : the large effuſions of grace, and 
power of working miracles, are entirely ceaſed: 
yet far be it from us to imagine, but that he 
{till does accompany his own ordinances. The 
goſpel is peculiarly the miniſtration of the Spi- 
rit : can it then with reaſon be ſuſpected, it 
will ever be withdrawn, under that diſpenſation, 
from thoſe who by a ſettled miniſtry continue 
the legal ſucceſſion ? Still, doubtleſs, is it im- 
parted in a way more ordinary and occult, yet 
no leſs real and effectual. Still, doubtleſs, is 
grace beſtowed on the faithful and well-diſ- 
poſed, in proportions anſwerable to the exigen- 
cies of the church. Hence is fulfilled that 
good promiſe of our Lord I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world, I do not 
pretend to examine the whole conomy of di- 
vine grace; to ſhew its importance and neceſ- 
ſity, or to diſplay the manner of its communi- 

cation: 
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cation: ſuffice it to ſay, that there is a ſanctify- 
ing principle aſſiſting us in the diſcharge of our 
religious duties ; that there are various difficul- 
ties not to be overcome by the moſt accom- 
pliſhed endowments of nature ; that the moſt 
refined morality cannot purify the ſoul from the 
droſs of original fin ; that, without this princi- 
ple, the ſprings of action cannot move. Theſe 
are truths evident to the apprehenſion of all 
who are converſant with the ſacred writings, or 
in the leaſt acquainted with the weak ſtate of 
human nature : yet evident as theſe truths are, 
utterly ignorant are we of the manner in which 
this grace 15 communicated, and the means 
whereby it operates. Its ordinary influence is 
now diſpenſed like other natural or moral en- 
dowments ; the inviſible beſtower, from whoſe 
liberal hand all proceeds, not interpoſing, or cx- 
erting his power, after an extraordinary manner. 
With what grateful ſenſibility ſhould this ineſ- 
timable gift be received ! Every aid that is ne- 
ceſſary for our reſpective ſtations (and the more 
exalted, the more are they expoſed to diffical- 
ties) will hence be beftowed. But that high 
and facred office, which this day engages our 
attention, more particularly calls for this divine 
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aſſiſtance. The perſon inveſted with it muſt 
neceſſarily encounter the ignorance, the preju- 


dices, the paſſions of mankind, and ſtand forth 


a bright and ſhining light amid a dark and cor- 
rupted world, A taſk this, arduous and im- 
portant ; not to be undertaken without fervent 
ſupplications for proportionate meaſures of di- 
vinc grace, a zealous diſpoſition to receive its 
ſuccours, and a firm perſuaſion that it will ne- 
ver be wanting to advance the intereſts of reli- 
gion and virtue. 

In grateful return for this divine favour, it is 
the duty of a 6:/hop to ſtir up the gift which 1s 
in him; not to ſuffer the holy flame to abate and 
expire, but by a vigorous perſeverance to caule 
its ſteady light to guide, and its genial warmth 
to enliven, all around him. Conſcientiouſly to 
diſcharge the various duties of his function, both 
his natural and acquired abilities muſt be drawn 
forth into action. His inſtructions mult direct, 
his counſels conduct, his example edify. He 
muſt be, both in a moral and religious ſenſe, 
the father of the fatherleſs, and cauſe the widow's 
heart to leap for joy. Sparingly to diſpenſe thoſe 
talents committed to his truſt, or to confine 
them within the narrow circle of engagement 
or 
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or intereſt, is utterly to defeat the grand pur- 
poſes for which they were given into his charge. 
It is incumbent on him to inſtruc the ignorant, 
to ſeek for and relieve virtue in diſtreſs, and to 
raiſe modeſt merit from obſcurity to the ſphere 
in which it ought to move. This is the duty 
of every guardian of the church : and to crown 
his pious labours with ſucceſs, his ſacred cha- 
racter ſhould be treated with the utmoſt reſpect, 
and his authority maintained by due obedience 
from all who have the intereſts of religion at 
heart. Theſe are the only means to defeat the 
deſigns of the envious and malicious, ever ready 
to ſpeak evil of dignities, and conſequently bring 
their authority into contempt. But it is parti- 
cularly incumbent on us, who have the honour 

to ſerve at the ſame altar, called by the fame 
authority, though not conſecrated to the ſame 
extent of power, to be herein an example to the 
world; ever to pay that reſpect and regard 
which we preach and inculcate to others. The 
welfare of the church, nay, our own intereſt, 
demands this. For in ſupporting the dignity of 
the biſhop, we ſupport the dignity of the preſ- 
byter : we endear im to us, and we engage his 
eſteem. This mutual harmony will naturally 
I 4 {ecure 
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ſecure the reverence of men, give public teſti- 
mony of the goodneſs of our form of church- 
government, and probably heal the wounds 
which hereſy and ſchiſm have made. 

God of his infinite mercy grant it may have 
theſe happy effects; that as we have one Lord, 
one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father, 
and one hope of our calling; ſo we may be 
all ſaved among the remnant of the true Iſra- 
elites, and be made one fold under one ſhep- 
herd, and biſhop of our ſouls, Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord — to whom, with the Father and Holy 
Spirit, be aſcribed all honour and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 


N X. 


ST. turk, CHAP. XVI. VER. 20, 21. 


And there was à certain beggar named Lazarus, which 
was laid at his gate full of ſores; 


And deſiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man's table, 


HE parable, of which theſe words are a 

part, repreſents to us two perſons in very 
oppoſite ſituations : the one, in all the porap 
and magnificence that a ſtate of wealth and 
proſperity can give ; the other, in as low and 
forlorn a condition as human nature can well be 
expoſed to; 2 beggar, laid at the rich man's 


gate, full of ſores, and deſiring to be fed with + 
the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table. 


The poor man lingered on his weary life, 
till the laſt period of it came, and delivered him 
from all his ſufferings, The rich man's enjoy- 
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ments were alſo cut ſhort : and well would it 
have been for him, had the ſame period been 
put to his being : but the change of death only 
changed the ſcene. He is afterwards repreſented 
in hell ; lifting up his eyes amidſt his torments ; 
eſpying Lazarus afar off in Abraham's boſom, 
in a ſtate of the higheſt felicity ; and entreating 
Abraham that Lazarus might only be allowed 
to come to him, to dip his finger in water, and 
cool his tongue. But it was too late; there was 
a much more difficult bar to paſs, than the gate 
of the rich man's palace, which had ſeparated 
them in life; an impaſſable gulf, which cut 
off the poſſibility of any future communication 
between them : and not only ſo, but, in the 
councils of Providence, a reaſon why the rich 
man's brethren ſhould not have any ſpecial 
warning given them of a life of inhumanity and 
voluptuouſneſs. 1/7 they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded though 
one roſe from the dead. 

Very improving 1s the inſtruction, and various 
the uſes we may make of this hiſtory. We 
may hence learn how ridiculous is a life ſpent 
in thoughtleſs indolence, and ſenſual pleaſure ; 
how ſenſeleſs the fin of infidelity, ſpeculative or 

practical 3 
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practical; how vain the uſe of riches, if not 
applied either to the good government, and pre- 
ſerving the ſubordination of ſociety, or to the 
benefit of thoſe poor wretches who ſtand in im- 
mediate want of relief and aſſiſtance: and how 
barbarous to neglect or overlook thoſe who are 
both by nature and grace our equals, only on 
account of the accidental diſtinctions which the 
goods of fortune, as they are often termed, have 
made in the world. The two laſt of theſe uſe- 
ful topics come moit properly under our preſent 
conſideration ; which at the {ame time they diſ- 
ſuade us from following the rich man's example, 
will greatly recommend the examples of the great 
and good, who will beſtow a ſhare of thoſe 
bleſſings, with which God has ſupplied and en- 
truſted them, to ſuccour and ſupport their diſ- 
treſſed brethren. 

The advantages of wealth and proſperity are 
indiſputably great in the hands of thoſe who 
have addreſs and ſkill, as well as inclination, to 
make a right uſe of them. On theſe depend 
many real and ſolid enjoyments of human life. 
By theſe induſtry is encouraged, ingenuity re- 
warded, friendſhips cemented, alliances contract- 
ed, and dependencies (on which the ſtrength of 

every 
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_ every community is founded) enlarged, And 


by theſe the weakeſt members of the commu- 
nity, the oppreſſed and indigent, all who labour 
under any caſual or providential diſtreſſes, may 
be relieved, and made uſeful to the public. 
Such advantages has a ſtate of wealth and 


proſperity : yet it is a ſtate furrounded with ſuch 
ſnares, and expoſed to ſuch temptations, as are 


the moſt apt to ſtifle the admonitions of pru- 
dence, and ſmother the cries of diſtreſs. En- 
ticing pleaſures attend the rich man's call 


wherever he moves; power and popularity 
court his ambition; ſenſual delights ſolicit his 
depraved appetites; and paraſites are ever at 
hand, by flattery and delicacies, to add fuel to 
the fire, till his ſubſtance is conſumed, or life 
exhauſted. Amid this hurry and diſorder of 
the paſſions, his reaſon will be neglected, till he 
is in danger of forgetting his Creator, and de- 


ſpiſing his poor fellow-creature ; till he can nei- 


ther liſten to the whiſpers of conſcience, ſug- 
geſting to him his duty, nor to her reproof for 
the violation of it. 

From conſiderations of this nature, the wiſeſt 
and moſt thinking part of mankind have gene- 
rally allotted true happineſs to the middle ſtate 
of 
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of liſe.— Hence Agur prays, Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, but feed me with food conve- 
nient for me; leſt I be full, and deny thee, and 
fay, who is the Lord? or leſt I be poor, and 
fteal, and take the name of my God in vain, — 
And hence are opened to us the full purpoſe 
and meaning of our bleſſed Saviour in the para- 
ble before us. Poſſeſſion of wealth was not the 
rich man's crime, any more than poverty the 
poor man's merit. The patience and reſigna- 
tion of Lazarus, and the rich man's forgetful- 
neſs of God and his religion, laid the founda- 
tion of infinite diſparity in their future allot- 
ments: and according to theſe moral differences 
only, are we to underſtand the proportion of 
their reſpective torments and comfort to be re- 
gulated in that ſtate, where all incqualities were 
adjuſted, 

Now if this, from a view of the whole ex- 
tent of human being, be a fair repreſentation of 
what we are to hope and fear, in the final event 
of things; what other argument can be re- 
quired againſt the neglect or miſapplication of 
the talents committed to our truſt ? What other 
motive neceſſary to enforce a liberal and prudent 
diſtribution of the good things wherewith our- 
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ſelves are bleſſed? Each day of our lives reads 
us a leſſon of the fleeting condition of all earthly 
enjoyments, and the volatile nature of riches 
and power. How abſurd then to be over-anx- 
ious to acquire what we are not ſure of enjoying 
a moment! How mad, to apply what muſt 
be of a very ſhort duration, to uſes pregnant 
with preſent miſchief, to be ſucceeded with end- 
leſs woe! 

Whoever conſiders the abundant proviſion 
God has made to ſupply the wants of his crea- 
tures, mult ſee that every creature has a right 
to as much as will anſwer the neceſſary calls of 
nature to preſerve his being; I may add, to 
give him ſome tolerable degree of comfort in it. 
This claim no introduction of property ought 
to violate, nor laws of ſociety (except in caſes 
where life and liberty are juſtly forfeited) abridge. 
— Thus far, therefore, our charity becomes a 
debt of juſtice ; every juſt man will thus far 
think it his duty to give aſſiſtance in a ſeaſon of 


diſtreſs: but the Chriſtian will go further; he 


will, as he has been taught, abound in the grace 
ef liberality, The Chriſtian religion conſiders 
the rich in this world in the character of ſtew- 
ards of God's providence, entruſted only for a 
time 
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time with their poſſeſſions, and accountable to 
God for the uſe of them. A proper or im- 
proper diſpoſal of his property will conſequently 
gain his favour, or diſpleaſure. By what mea- 
ſure, it may be aſked, ought our bounty or cha- 
rity to be regulated? To this queſtion no li- 
mited anſwer can be given. Every man muſt 
Judge and fettle a proportion for himſelf. The 
free will of the giver ſets the real value on the 
gift. The widow's mite was equally acceptable 
with the larger gifts of thoſe who threw into 
the treaſury out of their abundance. To every 
one it muſt be left to regulate the d:/{ribution of 
his income, according to the juft expectation of 
thoſe about him, and the preſing wants of thoſe 
miſerable objects who fall under his notice. What 
may be pride and profuſeneſs in one, is no more 
than /uztable to the dignity and wealth of an- 
other. The ſame gift from one hand may be 
the effect of prodigality, which would hardly 
excuſe another from the imputation of a narrow 
ſpirit. Inſtances of the latter kind are not, in- 
deed, ſo numerous as the former. A general 
turn to pleaſure, and an emulation in all the 
ways of extravagance, ſeem to be the prevailing 


follies of this age. The ſhew of purple and 
fine 
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fine linen, profuſion in dreſs and equipage, in 
ſumptuous fare and pleaſurable expence, ſeems 
almoſt to have levelled all diſtinction. I would 
not willingly forebode the miſchiefs which they 
threaten. I would rather hope, that an increaſe 


of uſeful charities may have, in ſome meaſure, 
kept pace with our follics, and helped to abate 
their malignant influence. But certain it is, 
that a right economy in general was never 
more wanted; nor a recovery of thoſe juſt diſ- 
tinctions, on which the ſtrength, and beauty, 
and order of ſociety depend. Infinite would be 
the advantages ariſing from due reflections on 
this ſubject. Perſons in the middle and lower 
ſtations of life would avoid many diflicultics to 
which they are now frequently expoled ; nay, 
4; would be enabled often to contribute to the ne- 


— < > 


ceſſities of others; whilſt men of rank and for- 
tune would preſerve their order, and not be fo 
often tempted to deſpiſe or overlook a poor La- 


zarus at their gate. 

For how barbarous is it to neglect or over- 
look thoſe who are by nature and grace our 
equals, only becauſe they are leſs fortunate than 
ourſelves! Since every creature has a claim to a 


portion of God's bounty, how ſhameleſs muſt 
| | be 
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be the cruelty of thoſe, who withhold their 
bread from the hungry, only to feed their own 
extr.vagance ! --= Incqualities of fortune and 
circumſtances of life are as unavoidable, as in- 
equalities of underſtanding and ſtrength, of ge- 
nius and temper. Were every thing ſet upon a 
level to-day, they would be varied again to- 
morrow. Diverſity of the powers and facultics 
of men's bodies and minds will always create a 
difference of outward appearances, and make a 
difference of rank and order neceſſary to prevent 
confuſion ; and that it ſhould be fo is evidently 
the deſign of Providence. But it may be fairly 
collected from the goodneſs of Providence, that 
no ſuperiority of his bleſſings ſhould be made the 
inſtruments of opprefiion ; the reaſon of holding 
an inferior in contempt ; or of withholding re- 
lief from any creature in the ſame order of be- 
ing, only becauſc he ha inferior abilities. 

For aſk the rich man, clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and faring ſumptuonſly every Cay, 
whence are the means whereby he is fo much 
clated, and tempted to deſpiſe the beggar at his 
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gate? Was not the ſhining ore which gilds 
his palace faſhioned by the ſecret working of 
Providence beneath in the earth? Was it not 
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brought to light by human labour, and wrought 
into ſhapes of various uſe and ornament by 
man's device? Aſk, whence the wonderful art 
whereby the little reptile ſpins out its bowels 
into filk? The plant by gradual vegetation 
forms the linen thread; till both are prepared 
for the artificer's hand to weave, and become 


the delicate clothing of the rich and mighty. 


Is he not obliged to the great Author of nature 
for the materials? to the induſtry of man for 
the ingenious texture? Aſk, whence all the 
ſumptuous fare that daily furniſhes his table ? 
Docs not the rich ſtorehouſe of nature produce 
it all? and the vigilant care of man ſecure a 
continual and ſcaſonable ſupply of it? Does 
not gratitude then to God and man oblige him 
to honour God with his ſubſtance, and take 
care that no man ſuffer by want? The aſliſt- 
ance of men in the lower ſtations of life is con- 
tinually wanting to ſupport the ſtate and eaſe of 
thoſe who move in an higher ſphere : and very 
hard would it be, if that aſſiſtance in return did 
not entitle them to the rich man's aid in the time 
of need, or againſt the ruin of caſual diſtreſs. 

Such a claim on your liberality the preſent 
ſcaſon renders neceſſary a ſeaſon, in which 


numbers 
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numbers of poor wretches, through an extrava- 
gant price of the common neceſſaries of life, are 
reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs. From whence this 
circumſtance ariſes, I will not pretend to ſay; 
but certain it is, that the lower claſs of inhabi- 
tants of this great city labour under very ſevere 
diſficulties; and are thence become ſuppliants to 
your bounty. They are not the idle, clamorous 
vagrants, with whom (to the reproach of our 
civil policy) our ſtreets are infeſted, whom I 
propoſe as objects of your charity ; but thoſe, 
whoſe age and infirmities will not permit them 
to dig, and who 79 beg are aſhamed ; and thoſe 
who have waited all the day long, and, through 
the decay of buſineſs, have met with no man 19 
hire them the diligent artificer, the faithful ſer- 
vant, and the painful labourer ; thoſe who have 
attended our pleaſures in health, and our diſ- 
treſſes in ſickneſs, have cultivated our lands, and 
augmented our commerce. 'Thelte are really ob- 
jects of compaſſion ; and tlicſe only the contri- 
butions of this day are intended to relieve. 

The circumſtances of the aged and infirm 
poor throughout this kingdom, but particula atty 
in the trading quarters of this eee city, 
are, at all ſeaſons, moſt peculiarly unhappy. 
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Their numerous wants infinitely exceed the 
bounds of the charitable contributions (on which 
they ſolely depend) which the ſtated returns of 
public worſhip reach out to them. Two hun- 
ared pennyworth of bread is not ſufficient, that 
every one of them may take a little, How great- 
ly then muſt their diſtrefs be aggravated, when 
the hard hand of neceſſity deprives them of the 
leaſt portion of their little pittance ! How truly 
pitiable the induſtrious poor, children of modeſt 
poverty, who, deſtitute of all employment, have 
not wherewithal to fatisfy the importunate crav- 
ings of a numerous family; or to keep alive 
the lamp of life, ſickly through want, and al- 
moſt expiring in agony! To theſe, the ſons 
and daughters of attiiction, how exquiſite would 
be the regale of an handful of meal, and a lit- 
tle, although a very little, cruſe of oil ! For 
theſe, to them the delicacies of life, they hum- 
bly apply, my brethren, to you ; to you, their 
fellow creatures, their fellow-chriſtians ! They 
apply —nay, it is Chriſt, it is God himſelf that 
atks your charity. It is he, who, in the per- 
ſon of his Lazarus, lies periſhing at your gate. 
Haſte then to ſuccour and relieve — viſit and 


comfort the ſick and needy, ye with whom God 
hath 
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hath entruſted the balm of life, to whom he 
hath given of the dew of Heaven, and the 
choiceſt fruits of the earth]! Raiſe the diſtreſ- 
ſed from the bed of miſery. Ah ! let them not 
ſink under the galling yoke of want! Let not 
their feeble eyes be lifted up to you in vain |! 
So may that God, who condeſcended to take 
our nature upon him, lived to inſtru, died to 
redeem us, and roſe again for our juſtification 
may that God of his infinite mercy reward you 
according to your work ! May you receive the 
choiceſt bleſſings of Heaven here, and that joy- 
ful ſentence, which, at the great day of retri- 
bution, will be pronounced by the Father of 
love and compaſſion on every faithful ſteward 
of Providence---* Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
mnherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world : for I was an hungry, 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave 
me drink,” 
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JOSHUA XXIV. VER. 22. 


Ye are wiineſſes againſt yourſelves, that ye have choſen 
the Lord to ſerve him: and they ſaid Me are wit- 
neſſes. 


E have in this chapter a very remark- 
able paſſage betwixt the good Joſhua 

and the people of Iſracl. He recounts ſome 
ſignal inſtances of God's goodneſs which their 
forefathers had ſeen; and the various divine 
favours which they, in their own perſons, en- 
Joyed, without pretence of merit, induſtry, or 
application. This he urges as a reaſon that 
they ſhould forſake the worſhip of idols, and 
ſerve the Lord, the only God, in ſincerity and 
truth. But as it was an act of the moſt awful 
nature to make a vow unto the Almighty, 
Joſhua puts it to their choice, whether they 
would ſerve the Lord or not: whereupon they 
K 4 make 
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make uſe of the ſame argument offered to them 
before, as very ſtrong and engaging; and, with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, declare, „that they 
will ſerve the Lord.” Joſhua, obſerving their 
unthinking readineſs, feems to diſcourage their 
too haſty reſolution, and diſputes their power; 
propoſing it as an impoſſibility : — Ye cannot 
ſerve the Lord; for he is an holy God; he is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your tranſgręeſ- 
ſions, nor your fins: if ye forſake the Lord, he 
will turn againſt you, and conſume you. But, 
notwithſtanding this, the people perſiſt in their 
promiſe ; and, as if angry that their power or 
ſincerity ſhould be queſtioned, repeat it —Ney, 
but We will ſerve the Lord. Joſhua, inſtead of 
applauding their zealous adherence, makes them 
this damping reply — Ye are witneſſes againſt 
yorrſetves, that ye have choſen the Lord to ſerve 
him: and they ſaid, We are witneſſes. 

I would here obſerve to you, that however 
extraordinary this tranſaction between them may 
appear, certain it is, holy Joſhua had nothing 
more at heart, and in deſign, than to perſuade 
the Ifraclites to ſerve the true God: and his 
method of treating with them was only to pre- 
vent raſhneſs ; to prepare them for ſerious con- 

ſideration 
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ſideration upon ſo ſolemn a covenant ; and to 
leave them inexcuſable and ſelf- condemned, if 
afterwards they ſhould bow themſelves unto 
ſtrange gods. 

This memorable tranſaction will furniſh us 
with the following obſervations : 

Firſt, that every one ought, and is in intereſt 
as well as duty bound, to ſerve the Lord, be his 
inclination what it will. 

Secondly, That it is a very ſerious and impor- 
tant act to enter into ſuch an engagement, and 
by promiſe conſecrate ourſelves to his ſervice. 

Thirdly, That when we have devoted our- 
ſelves to the ſervice of God, we ought to be 
very careful to fulfil the engagement, and ſerve 
him truly all the days of our lives, 

The „irt obſcrvation is, that every one ought, 
and is in zntereſ# as well as duty bound, to ſerve 
the Lord, be his inclination what it will. And 
this we may prove by the ſame argument 
| Joſhua makes uſe of, the benefits God hath 
beſtowed upon us. Under this reflection, if we 
conſider whence we are; that it ig he that made 
us, and not we curſelves; of his infinite good- 
neſs he gave us being and faculties to receive 


ſatisfaction from it; ſince we are bleſt with per- 
ception 
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ception and underſtanding, our inward ſenſe 
will tell us, that we are not felf-ſufficient, but 
dependent on the ſupreme Power, and owe all 
that we have to the kindneſs of Heaven. And 
as God Almighty is the author of all we enjoy, 
ſo he is the only proper object of our hopes; 
the only ſufficient ſecurity againſt all our fears. 
This makes it highly reaſonable that we ſhould 
do our utmoit to ſerve this ſupreme Cauſe, this 
infinitely great and good Being. We cannot 
but be conſcious that the comforts and conve- 
niencies, as well as ncceffarics of life, are the 
kind bleſſings of his providence. Common 
gratitude and juſtice then call on us to praiſe 
and adore him. The poor are indebted to him 
for their preſervation and ſupply, though it be 
but ſmall : over and above this, the rich are 
deeply indebted for more plentiful proviſion. 
Both being obliged to the mercy of their Crea- 
tor, nothing can be more monſtrous than ingra- 
titude and diſobedience. Wherefore are our 
days prolonged upon earth? To what end is a 
provoking ſinner ſuffered to continue in the 
land of the living? Conſider this, ye that forget 
God! Conſider, he waits that he may be 
gracious unto you; that he may recover you 

from 
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from your vices, which lcad down to hell; and 
that ye may find means to prepare for the glories 
of heaven. Is not this a ſufficient mark of 
affection and goodneſs? Is not this a motive 
ſtrong enough for acknowledgment ? Each of 
theſe ſurely is a convincing argument for your 
obedience. It is in itfelf reaſonable and conſpi- 
cuous, however our paſſions and appetites may 
at any time oppoſe it. 

The ſecond obſervation is no leſs evident 
That it is a very ſerious and important act to 
enter into ſuch an engagement, and by promiſe 
conſecrate ourſelves to his ſervice, 

In this place, I would beſpeak your me- 
ditations upon the glorious Majeſty of the 
Lord; upon his authority, juſtice, and irreſiſtible 
power. I would remind you, that he 1s infinitely 
holy, and infinitely jealous of his honour. 
Hence you muſt infer, that he is greatly to be 
feared, and to be had in reverence of all that are 
round about him. God Almighty, had it pleaſed 
him ſo to do, might have cg e man to obey 
him by his abſolute, uncontroulable authority 
and, in that caſe, the dreadſul conſequence of 
diſobedience had been enough to ftrike an awe 
upon the mind, and make us tremble for fear of 
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offending him : but ſince he condeſcended to 
covenanting obligations ; treating with us upon 
the equal terms of giving and receiving, ſurely 
we ſhould ſtand in the utmoſt dread, and, with 
the moſt profound reſpect, offer unto him our- 
ſelves, our ſouls, and our bodies. God is not a 
man that he will be mocked, when we make or 
renew our covenant : for though, in pure love 
to the world, he entered into covenant with 
man, and, for the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, has 
promiſed ineſtimable bleſſings to us; yet, if ye 
needleſsly engage yourſelves, profeſs yourſelves 
Chriſtians merely in compliance with faſhion, or 
the cuſtom of the country it 1s your lot to be 
born in, then will his wrath ariſe, and in his 
anger wil he turn and conſume you. Remember, 
moreover, that God had not entered into ſo 
gracious a covenant with man, but in conſider- 
ation of the death and facrifice of his only Son. 
God, willing to vindicate his honour, to ſatisfy 
his juſtice, and ſhew the heinouſneſs of fin, 
_ demanded the extremeſt ſufferings that human 
nature could undergo, - in the higheſt ſtate of 
perfection it could, in this world, arrive at. On 
the perſon, therefore, of his beloved Son did 
God mercifully transfer this puniſhment (as no 

creature 
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creature could atone for man's offences), and 
through the interceſſion of his Son granted he 
the blefling of a new covenant. No leſs a 
compenſation had been accepted, no greater 
could be given. This is truly a myſtery of 
godlineſs ; which, whilit we look into, we ought 
to adore. Nay, and aſter this amazing method 
to redeem mankind, when that in and through 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt we were brought into 
the way of reconciliation, God, knowing the 
deceitfulneſs of our hearts, would not accept our 
bare aſſent and promiſe, to the terms and con= 
ditions ; but inſiſts upon the circumſtances of 
words and ations; and that it be done at a 
ſolemn time and place, in the preſence of people 
met together as witneſſes of his mind and agree- 
ment—the deſign of which was, to engage all 
our ſenſes in the performance, fo as to raiſe our 
attention to what we undertake, and lay a 
ſtrong reſtraint upon the will. And highly ne- 
ceſſary was this rigour in the bond of ſecurity, 
ſince the honour of God was concerned, and our 
eternal ſtate depends on it. What 1 have faid 
will ſuffice, I hope, to prove to you, that it 1s 
a very ſerious and important act to conſecrate 


ourſelves to the ſervice of God; and that it is 
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not to be done, but upon great deliberation and 
ſincerity. 

I proceed now, Zhirdly, to ſhew that when 
we have devoted ourſelves to the ſervice of God, 
we ought to be very careful to confirm the 
engagement, and ſerve him truly all the days of 
our hves. 

When a covenant is confirmed between man 
and man, a breach on cither part brings a greater 
reproach and puniſhment with it, becaule it is 
the only foundation they have to depend on in 
their expectations from each other. But, in the 
covenant between God and man, nothing can be 
more inexcuſable and deſperate than falſehood 
and infincerity. The caſe ſuppoſed under this 
head is matter of fact. We have devoted our- 
ſelves to the ſervice of the Almighty, and at our 
baptiſm did vow perpetual obedience to him, 
This will ye all confeſs; and, when reaſoned 
with upon it, ſcem to glory in the privilege of 
being Chriſtians. Well may ye do fo, being 
thereby freed from the imputation of original 
fin, and made heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 
But while we think on the bliſsful ſtate of our 
redemption, let us not, through our negligence, 
loſe the invaluable bleſſings purchaſed for us. 


It 
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It is truly a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Teſus Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave finners : not to fave them of ge— 
ceſſity, but to make their endeavours (if fincere) 
effectual to that end. It is not enough to ſay, 
It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen 
again: it were better he had not died, if we 
die not allo, unto fin, and riſe again unto right= 
eouſneſs. God has ſuſpended all the happineſs 
we expect and hope for, on the performance 
of certain conditions: theſe conditions we all 
well know, have all ſubſcribed to, and are 
therefore witneſſes againſt gurſelves. If we hope 
for mercy, we muſt perform our promiſe. If 
we ſerve ſin, we muſt reap the reward of it. 
Our Redeemer came not to reward our 1nac- 
tivity ; much leſs tor daiug the works be came 
on purpoſe to deſtroy. Think not to diſſemble 
with, and impoſe upon, the great Searcher of 
hearts. If we continue in fin after ſuch ſo- 
lemnity of reſolution and afturance, he will 
not be reconciled to us: How then ſhall we 
eſcape, if wwe neglect fo great falvation? Nothing 
can be more provoking than goodneſs abuſed : 
nothing more dreadiul than Omnipotence en— 
razed, And will not his indignation ariſe 
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againſt our neglect? Take we heed then that 
we diſcharge our duty; otherwiſe we forfeit 
all the privileges of the Goſpel, and our con- 


dition will be much worſe than if we had 
never been baptized. For now we fin againſt 
greater light; now we ſin againſt greater mercies: 
this aggravates our crime, and renders juſt our 
condemnation. We cannot complain, with the 
Heathen philoſophers, that we are at a loſs to 
ſettle the principles of religion; for the /zght 
now ſhineth in darkneſs : the principles of reli- 
gion are laid before us, indiſputable and com- 
prehenſive. We cannot excuſe ourſelves for 
want of a full information in the ſeveral parts 
and branches of our duty, ſince the Goſpel is 
ſo plentifully preached, and ſo plainly ex- 
pounded. We cannot pretend infirmity, fince 
God is ſo near, and fo ready to aſſiſt our ſerious 
endeavours. Under theſe advantages nothing 
can extenuate our crime. We are obnoxious 
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to a ſcverer puniſhment, becauſe we fin againſt 
greater mercies. A contemner of the law of 
Moſes died, on conviction, without mercy : of 
how much greater puniſhment ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the. Son of God, and eſteemed the blacd of the 
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eovenant an unholy thing? We may be ſaid 
to be God's choſen people: he has done all 
that was requiſite on his part for us :—the 
endearments are moving; the obligations ex- 
traordinary: diſobedience then is monſtrous 
and amazing: there can remain no more but a 
fearful looking for of judgment. To lin at all, 
under any circumſtances, is blame-worthy : 
to ſin under a juſt ſenſe of duty, is wretchedly 
ſtubborn and perverſe. To fin againit all 
means of grace is vile ingratitude, and profane 
contempt. But to fin againſt our baptiſmal 
vow and protniſe, is ſomething more: it is to 
deal treacherouſly with the Lord; the Lord 
who is a conſuming fire, even a jealous God. 
Better, far better, that we had never been 
baptiſed, yea, rather, that we had never been 
born. If it ſhould pleaſe him to inflict on 
us the puniſhments he denounced on the 
breach of that covenant he had made with the 
Iſraelites; that our names be blotted out from 
under heaven, and our whole land be brimſtone, 
falt, and burning—if in ſuch a terrible viſita— 
tion (which may he mercifully avert from us) 
any ſhould ſay, Wherefore hath the Lord done 
this unto our land? What meaneth the heat of 
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this great anger ? God himſelf hath given the 
anſwer, Then ſhall men ſay, becauſe they have for- 
faken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers. 
I ſhall cloſe all with ſome uſeful inferences 
from what has been ſaid. 

Firſt, Since every one ought, and is in 
intereſt bound, to ſerve the Lord, be his incli- 
nation what it will ; this ſhews us the excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian religion, which makes 
our duty and our intereſt the /ame. The proper 
uſe we are to make of this is,“ beartily to 
« thank our heavenly Father, that he hath call- 
ed us to this ſtate of ſalvation, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord: and to govern ourſelves 
in all our actions agreeably to his holy inſtitu- 
tion. 

Secondly, Since the Chriſtian diſpenſation is 
the laſt (the Iaſi, becauſe no greater ranſom can 
be paid for us), we can have no hopes if we 
die impenitent. This is a very ſerious and 
intereſting conſideration; a conſideration that 
ought to make an impreſſion of terror upon us. 
On the other hand, we have the moſt power- 
ful engagements to apply ourſelves to the ſer- 
vice of God; becauſe he will reward our 
obedience with forgiveneſs of tins, and eternal 


happineſs. 
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happineſs. This, one would think, ſhould 
work upon our affections. So far it has 
wrought, as to bring us to the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and the promiſe of its practice : 
what is required more of us is, that we be 
Chriſtians indeed. To enforce this further, 
know and conſider that God is infinitely holy, 
and that without bolme/s no man fhall fee him. 
Know alſo and conſider, that he is the great 
Searcher of hearts, and cannot be impoſed 


on by the moſt folemn falſchood, a phariſaical 


look, or the molt artificial form of godlineſs. 
Reſolve we then to worſhip with ſingleneſs of 
heart, and toobey him with the utmoſt diligence. 

Laſtly, God Almighty is willing that all 
men ſhould be ſaved; and ail men, certainly, 
are willing to receive ſalvation. God, to ſhew his 
willingneſs, has propoſed the moſt caſy terms: 
we, to ſhew ours, have accepted and promiſed 
to fulfil them. Can we then be fo weak and 
extravagant, as to imagine tne bare deſire of 
heaven, without any other means, will obtain 
it? Thus reaſoning (and, I thiak, very much 
aright), what can we fay whilſt we continue to 
do evil? Conſcience is condemned by her own wit 
neſs ; and the ſenſe of it lies gnawing upon 
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the guilty breaſt. The anſwer from within 
muſt cauſe ſhame without; and whilſt the 
wicked man cannot vindicate, he torments 
himſelf. So miſerable a being is he at preſent. 
But what will his condition be, when he has 
loſt the whole world, and is loiing his own 
ſoul ? What excuſe ſhall he make in the day 
of equal retribution; when by bis words he 
hall be juſtified, and by his words be condemned? 
What plauſible apology, before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, unto whom all hearts be open, and 
from whom no ſecrets are hid; where we muſt all 
receive according to what awe have dine, whether 
it be good or evil? There will be no noiſy or 
vain amuſements, as in this life, to raiſe men 
up to an inconfiderate low of ſpirits ; NO Wine 
of aſtoniſhment. to ſtupify the ſenſes, and drown 
the reflections of our former follies. There can 
be no hypocriſy, no ſophiſtry, no evaſion ; but 
conſcience will come forth very faithfully 
under full conviction, and charge every the 
leaſt error of our lives upon us, There ſhall we 
be witneſſes again/t. curſelves, that we choſe unto 
us Ve Lord to ſerve him; and our reaſon will 


alzure us, that the ſervice required of us was 
but a reaionable ſervice. What ſtrange un- 


ſpeakable 


S ER MON XI. 149 


ſpeakable confuſion ſhall we then be in, when 
the old companions of our debaucheries ſhall 
2naſh their teeth againſt us; when we have 
nothing to offer in our own behalf ; no rea- 
tons to urge why ſentence ſhould not be pro— 
nounced againſt us! when, if we look ward, 
there will be nothing to comfort, or encourage 
us: if we look to men and angels, they will be 
convinced of the juſtice of God's proceedings : 
if we look unto the Son, to whom all judg- 
ment is committed, what agonies ſhall we 
ſuffer, to ſee him who died to redeem us, who 
interceded for us at his Father's right hand, 
now fitting with power and great glory, our 
incefiſed judge! Out of his, and out of our 
own mouths ſhall we be condemned, and caſt 
out into endleſs miſery. 

On what I have now ſaid, I earneſtly con- 
jure every one of you, very ſeriouſly, very fre- 
quently to meditate : and may God Almighty 
bleſs your meditations to his glory, and your 
eternal ſalvation ! Amen. 

Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour, glory, power, might, majeſty and 
dominion now and for ever. 


L 3 


I THESSALONIANS, CHAP. V. VER. 16. 


Rejcice evermore. 


\ MONGST all the prejudices and ſcan- 
dals which have been levelled againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion, none have proved more 
fatal to it than thoſe which repreſent it as an 
unreaſonable, unpleaſant inſtitution. It ſeems 
to be the deſign of too many among us, thus 
impiouſly to traduce the God of truth, to put 
a falſe conſtruction upon the laws of Heaven; 
to bring Chrittianity into diſrepute by mould- 
ing it up into ſome hideous form, and mak= 

ing that an inſupportable burthen, which our 
bleſſed Saviour has pronounced to be eaſy and 
light. „Alas !“ fay they, © it is in vain to 
« attempt it: heaven will never come within 
L 4 e our 
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« our reach: all our labour is vain and fruit- 
« leſs: Let us eat, drin, and die; venture 
* Our condition as to the other world, ſince 
it is next to impoſſibility to ſecure happineſs 
« there, ſo very difficult is it to perform the 
te terms on which it is propoſed to us. The 
« Chriſtian doctrine,” ſay they, © is ſo harſh 
and diſagreeable ; fo burthenſome and im- 
«« practicable, that it is the wiſeſt way to let 
** it all alone, to fit down eaſy, and ſpare our 
« pains, ſince in much wiſdom is much grief; and 
« he that mcreaſeih knowledge, increaſeth ſor— 
. . | 

It is too well known, that this ſcruple is a 
common practice: as if the ſervice of God and 
man was as incompatible as that of God and 
Mammon as if to be religious was to be un- 
happy; and obedience to the Goſpel, ſlavery. 

To prevent therefore ſuch miſchievous miſ- 
takes about religion, and to endear thoſe who 
are called by Chriſt's name to the performance 
of what he commands, St. Paul preſents her to 
our view in a quite different dreſs ; and is ſo far 


ſrom expecting from its votaries a life of ſor- 
row and diſcontent, that, in the words of the 
text, he bids them rejoice evermore. The 

| words, 
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words, at firſt hearing, ſtrike us with a ſenſe 
of the good diſpoſition of him that ſpoke them, 
and confirm to us a ſweet indulgence in the 
whole Chriſtian religion, They eſtabliſh the 
truth of Solomon's obſervation, That her ways 
are really ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths 
are peace. 

How common, therefore, and plauſible ſoever 
it may happen to be, yet it is certainly a falſe 
ſuggeſtion againſt a life of piety and ſtrict 
virtue, that men are thereby condemned to 
perpetual ſadneſs, and ſhut out from all plea- 
ſant enjoyments of the world. For certainly 
no commands in Scripture are more rational in 
themſelves, more practicable in reſpect of us, 
than thoſe which ſo often call upon the righte- 
_ ous 20 ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, to delight 
gur ſelves in God, to be cheerful as becomes the 
upright of heart, or, in the words of the text, 
to rejoice evermore. | 

In ſpeaking to theſe words, I ſhall, 

Firſt, conſider the nature of this joy, and 
who 1s capable of it. | 

Secondly, enquire more particularly how we 
may preſerve this conſtant cheerfulneſs and 
perpetual rejoicing. 


Firſt 
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Firſt then, let us conſider the nature of this 
joy, and who is capable of it. There are ſome 
that have no notion of any other joy than that 
which conſiſts in the gratification of their 
ſenſes, and pleaſing every deſire. Tell them of 
a more ſpiritual and refined pleaſure, ſuch as 
warms and invigorates the ſou], without affect- 
ing the bodily ſenſes, and they will look on it 
only as the offspring of imagination; the effect 
of a ſplenetic conſtitution, an over-heated brain, 
or enthuſiaſtic fancy. It is eafily to be ima- 
gined then, when we are commanded to 7e- 
force evermore, how greedily the wicked run 
away with the bare ſound of the words, and 
glory in the command. They have immediately 
in'their view all the extravagant mirth and 
ridiculous gratifications, ſuch as ſenſe alone 
prompts them to, or wild luſt ſuggeſts. They 
think that this gives them a licence to fin, and 
to commit all manner of iniquity with greedi- 
neſs. Whereas before they lay under ſome 
reſtraint, and durſt not lay the reins upon the 
neck of their paſſions; they have now a pre- 
icription for it, and may do it by authority; 
may run into every ſenſuality, and, without the 
leaſt regret, taſte of every thing that offers 

itſelf 
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itſelf to their acceptance, under the notion of 
pleaſure. 

But, alas! all ſuch re/icing as this is not 
only forbidden every Chriſtian, but does not 
ſo much as deſerve the name of ii cing. It is 
not the pretended jollity of the drunkard, the 
boaſted raptures of the lewd, or the loud 
laughs of the profane wit, that have any title 
to this joy. It is not ſo much an outward 
gaiety and briſkneſs of temper, as an inward 
ſerenity and cheeriulneſs of mind. It is a ſpi- 
ritual exultancy of the ſoul, ariſing from the 
conſideration of having done one's duty, and 
behaved one's ſelf vid of offence towards God 
and towards men; in having /ived foberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world. It is, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 40 rejoice in the Lord, not 


in the world, nor in any thing which that can 


afford. It is a joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; an in- 
ward peace of conſcience, that paſſes all under- 
ſtanding, all conception, as well as expreſſion. 
Our rejoicing is this, ſays St. Paul: the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience ; that in ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our converſation Here 
in the world. 


The ſoul is of a ſpiritual nature, and divine 
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extract; ſpiritual pleaſures, therefore, are moſt 
ſuitable and agrecable to it. For this reaſon it 
is, that though ſenſual delights vaniſh in the 
enjoyment, thoſe that are more refined, and 
chiefly affect the ſoul, never fade, but always 
continue freſh and verdant; are permanent, like 
the immortal ſpirits wherein they dwell, and 
like the eternal objects upon which they are 
fixed. 

So that it is the good Chriftian alone that 
has any real occaſion to rejoice. They that love 
thy name, ſays the holy Pfalmiſt (that is, that 
delight in God's commandments), Hall reſoice, 
and be glad in thee, They ſhall be ſo far 
from ſuffering, ſo far from living in torment, 
for their piety, that they ſhall be out of the 
power of ſorrow; ſhall never feel a ſtorm within 
their breaſt, never be haraſſed with that diſ- 
content which ever haunts and moleſts the 
wicked; but, in imitation of the bleſſed angels 
above, ſhall always find ſome freſh occafion for 
praiſe and thankſgiving. For religion is that 


incxhauſtible fountain, from whence do con- 
tinually flow ſuch delirious flreams as refreſh and 
maze glad the city of God. 

From hence we may caſily gather, that fuch 
rejoicing is the genuine effect of living in the 


daily 
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daily exerciſe of piety and virtue; that to Ve 
fo and rejoice are one and the fame thing; that 
when St. Paul cshorts his Theſſalonians to this 
perpetual duty of rejoicing, he does, in effect, 
exhort them to continue in a conſtant and un- 
interrupted courſe of holineſs, without which ng 
man fhall ſee the Lord with delight here, nor 
with comfort hereaiter ; and may be ſuppoſed 
to addreſs himſelf to them in the following 
manner : 

« My beloved Theſſalonians! as you are 
fellow Chriſtians with me, I entreat you to 
ce be dejected at nothing which may befal you 
<* in this life. Remember whoſe you are, and 
«« what is your profeſſion. Never ſhew ſuch a 
ce fondneſs for the world, as to be caſt down or 


cc 


diſheartened at whatever accident may poſſi- 
bly ſurpriſe you in your patlage through 
« it. No, my brethren, take care, in the 
« firſt place, to do no wicked thing that 
% may trouble your ſpirits, or damp your joy: 
lead a good life and keep a good conſcience, 
and you may be always chcertul and well 
„ ſatisfied ; continually regaling upon ? t per- 
&« petual feaſt. If you do your duty as Chriſt 
„ enjoins you, you may defy hell and the 
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« world; nothing ſhall be able to diſpoſſeſs you 
«* of your pleaſure; but, as becomes men of 
« your profeſſion, you will rejoice evermore.” 

And, O that there was ſuch a mind in us! 
that we would walk worthy of the vocation 
wherew1th we are called! Then ſhould nothing 
break our reſt, or interrupt our happineſs : our 
ſouls would be buoyed up with the anchor of 
hope and confidence, till at length we arrive at 
that haven of ſecurity, where there is fulneſs of 
undiſturbed joys and pleaſures for evermore. 

Having ſeen the nature of this joy, and who 
is capable of it, I proceed, in the ſecond place, 
to enquire how we may preſerve this conſtant 
cheerfulneſs, and perpetual rejoicing, 

There are many things that naturally tend to 
ſerve this defizn—ſuch as a frequent ſurvey of 
God's attributes, of all his works, particularly 
that firſt and great one of our creation ; a fer- 
vency and continuance in prayer for what we 
want, and a grateful return of praiſes and 
thankſgivings for what we have received, with 
many others which 1 thall not now recount : 1 
ſhall only, at preſent, inſiſt on theſe following, 
which are principally conducive to that end. 
And, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, That we may preſerve this conſtant 
cheerfulneſs, let it be our chief care to main- 
tain peace of conſcience. As this, in its own 
nature, tends to exhilarate and enlighten the 
ſoul; ſo, doubtleſs, the preſerving it clear and 
unblemiſhed, will certainly continue to us that 
moſt defirable felicity. When all is peaccable 
and quiet within, our outward behaviour will 
correſpond with it; and a conſcience not haraſſed 
nor waſted by any wiltul fins, will prove a 
perpetual ſpring of dclights, flowing in upon 
the ſoul. But, 

Secondly, Another means to preſerve this 
joyful temper of mind is, frequently to meditate 
upon the great things our bleſſed Lord has done 
and ſuffered for us; and, w:th an eye of faith, 
to look unto the holy Jcſus, ſo wiſely, fo wonder- 
fully going through all the parts of our redemp- 
tion. His life, death, reſurrection, and atcen- 
fion are ſubjects we can never meditate upon 
too often; and, doubtleſs, the ſerious conſidera- 
tion and pious reflection upon each of theſe par- 
ticular acts of love, muſt have this effect upon 
every one that is worthy to be called by his 
name. 

For this purpoſe, then, let us look back upon 
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the deplorable condition of lapſed Adam; who 
had forfeited all pretenſions to future happineſs 
himſelf ; but not only fo, but by his diſobedi- 
ence brought ſin into the world; involved his 
poſterity in his guilt ; by this means debaſing 
our natures, rendering them vicious and corrupt, 
of conſequence making us outlawed to heaven, 
and inheritors of nothing but hell and miſery. 
Then let us contemplate the infinite goodneſs 
and mercy of God in Chriſt, in contriving ſuch 
miraculous ways for our deliverance out of that 
ſlavery, and worſe than Egyptian bondage, by 
ſending his beloved Son into the world, that 
through him we might be reconciled to his 
offended majeſty, and made capable of as great, 
or greater happineſs than if we never had 
offended ; and then let us ſee what room we 
can find for ſorrow or diſcontent. He came 
down from heaven that he might bring us 
thither; and, by his moſt holy life and doctrine, 
has directed us in the way that leads to life 
eternal. Let us view him in his laſt agonies 
upon the croſs ; his blood ſhed, and his body 
broken; ſuffering .all the extremity of pain, 
which the wit of men could invent, or malice 
inflict. Perhaps ſuch a doleful and tragical ſcene 
might 
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might work upon our paſſions, and melt us 
down into tears; but yet, at the fame time, the 
conſideration, that by his iripes we are healed, 
that by his blood we are cleanſed, and that by 
his death we ſhall live, will revive our droop- 
ing ſpirits, and fill our fouls with unſpeakable 
tranſport and ſubſtantial delight. 


Again Let us reflect upon the benefits of his 


reſurrection ; that he is he fir/t-ſruits of them 
that flept ; that we ſhall not lic for ever in the 
dark chambers of the grave ; that the ſcattered 
particles of our bodies ſhall, by the ſame divine 
Power that firſt formed them out of the duſt of 
the earth, be reunited, and again animated by 
our ſouls, and be made capable of an eternal ſub- 
ſiſtance in molt perfect happineſs ; and be made 
like unto his glorious body, according to the 
mighty working whereby be is able to ſubdue all 
things to himſelf. Such reflections will admi- 
niſter true joy to our ſouls; and Zhat Joy 10 
man can take from us. But to proceed a ſtep 
farther — What can be more exhilarating than 
to think that he not only died for our ſins, and 
roſe again tor our juſtificati.n, but continually 
intercedes for us at God's right hand for thc 
pardon of our ſins, the acceptance of our prayers, 
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and relief of our neceſſities; that though we 
were ſometime afar off, we are now no more 


flrangers, but fellow citizens of the houſhold of 


God; and, through him, have boldneſs and acceſs 
to the Father. Are we then laden with our fins? 
Are we ſtruck with the arrows of the Lord? 
Are we afraid of his judgments? How comfort- 
able is the remembrance that God delights in 
mercy more than ſacrifice — that he is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh — that he breaks 
not the bruiſed reed, nor quenches the ſmoak- 
ing flax — but, through Chriſt, favourably ac- 
cepts of the very firſt motions of a return to 
him | How does it glad the ſoul that we 
have an Advocate with the Father ; an Advo- 
cate that pleads ſtrongly in our behalf! Who 
need fear prevailing when ſuch a friend makes 
application; whoſe remaining ſcars of what the 
nails and ſpear had made, are themſelves filent 
ſupplicants, and he that bears them an irreſiſti- 
ble interceſſor? Say, faithful Chriſtians, does not 
this miniſter true comfort ? Surely it muſt make 


the broken bones rejoice, But let us further re- 


flect upon thoſe great aſſiſtances he affords us by 
the plentiful effuſion of the bleſſed Spirit. We 
are not able to guide ourſelves; and therefore 


God 
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God mercifully gives us his grace to lead, direct, 
and govern us, according to his good pleaſure. 
It is he that begets in us an holy, generous 


confidence, and ſpeaks peace to his people. In 


ſhort, in him we have all that is beneficial, all 
that we can deſire. Now if theſe, if joy and 
peace are the effects of the Spirit, how can 
we be uneaſy under its diſpenſation? How can 
the children of the bride-chamber mourn, how 
can we be ſuppoſed to lament, while under the 
influence of ſuch divine conſolation ? 

Loſily. Another ſource of joy to a good man 
is, the ſteady belief of a Providence. Man, we 
know, is a very feeble, impotent creature : 
without the ſhelter of a Providence, without 
the aſſiſtance of an higher nature ſolicitous 
for our protect ion, how miſerable, how diſ- 
conſolate would be our condition! But if we 
believe and acknowledge that there is a chief, 
omniſcient, omnipotent Superintendant, in whoſe 
diſpoſal are all events, this muſt erect our minds, 
and fortify our ſpirits. This is an antidote 
againſt all trouble and uncaſineſs, to reflect, 
that there is no ſuch thing as chance, but that 
all things are directed by a wife and good God, 
and will, in the end, certainly work together 
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for good to us, how unaccountable ſoever they 
may now appear. Can a man be dejected, who 
has the Almighty God for his ſafety? What room 
is there for ſorrow in that ſoul that lives under his 
immediate influence and preſence? How glad 
are we when we have a friend to have recourſe 
to in all caſes, one that is willing and able to do 
us good! What ineffable ſatisfaction mult it be 
then to the good Chriſtian, to be aſſured that in 
all events God will be his friend — that nothing 
does, or can befal him, without his permiſſion 
and ſuperintendence—that he will never ſuffer 
him to be tempted above that he is able to bear; 
and 1:/l, with the temptation, alſs make a way 


for him to eſcape ! In the ſhadow of thy wings, 


ſays holy David, wi I rejoice. The royal 
Pſalmiſt ſeems much refreſhed, when employed 
in ſuch becoming thoughts of God ; and breaks 
out into a ſtrain of ſpiritual exultancy — The 
Lerd is my flrength and my ſhield; my heart 
truſtethß in him, and I am helped: therefore my 
heart danceth for joy, and in my ſong will I praiſe 
him. And, in purluance of this belief, he ex- 
horts every one to the ſame temper ; to raiſe up 
their affections with the utmoſt triumph and 
adoration. The Lord is King, ſays he, et the 


ear, 


SERMON XII. 165 


earth rejoice; yea let the multitude of the iſles be 
glad thereof. 

I might now proceed to take a more particu- 
lar view of the different diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, the variety of fortunes which men are 
expoſed to in this world ; and ſhew you what 
an influence a firm belief that there is a ſupreme 
Governor and Diſpenſer of all things, ought to 
have upon a good man, both in his proſperous 
and adverſe ſtate. But I ſhall referve this for 
the ſubject of another diſcourſe, 
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I 'THESSALONIANS,: CHAP. V. VER. 16: 


Rejoice evermore. 


N my former diſcourſe on theſe words, after 

I had ſhewn the unreaſonableneſs of the cla- 
mours and prejudices raiſed againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, I propoſed to conſider, 

Firſt, The nature of this joy, and who it is 
that 1s capable of it. 

Secondly, To enquire more particularly how 
we preſerve this conſtant cheerfulneſs and per- 
petual rejoicing. 

The ſum of what has been already faid upon 
the fr/t head is this—That this joy being of a 
ſpiritual nature, and too refined to be compre- 
hended by the groſs conceptions of ſenſe, is only 
to be found in the good man's breaſt ; that 


piety and alacrity are nearly allied, and inſepara- 
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bly united ; and that therefore it 1s as much our 
duty to refoice evermore, to bear up with cheer- 
fulneſs and complacency in all conditions of life, 
as it 1s to be good and virtuous. For ſhould a 
good Chriſtian put on a dejected look and melan- 
choly countenance, ſhould he always b95w0 down 
his head like a bulruſh, and live in one continued 
ſcene of ſadneſs and auſterity, he would do great 
prejudice to the intercit of religion; which every 
one is obliged, as much as in him lies, to re- 
commend and ſupport. Men will be much 
more averſe to it than they are, when, by ſuch 
ſtrange deportment, he gives them reaſon to 
imagine, that it is wholly made up of rigours and 
ſeverity; that, to embrace it, a man mult go into 
the houſe of mourning, and, for the future, bid 
an eternal adieu to the leaſt moments of pleaſure. 
When once ſuch an evil report is ſpread about 
religion, it is no wonder that it loſes ground, 
and gains but few profelytes. How will it deter 
thoſe from embracing it whoſe reſolutions were 
ſincere! and what a plauſible excuſe will it 
afford thoſe who never intended it! We ſhould, 
therefore, think ourſelves obliged, by the cheer- 
fulneſs of our looks, to ſpeak the ſincerity of our 
minds; ſhew that we are under no ſlaviſh fear, 

| and 
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and tormented with no remorſe; but that we 
are poſſeſſed of that ſolid and ſubſtantial peace 
which tranſcenus our capacity, and paſſes our 
underſtandings: in ſhort, by the innocent ſree- 
dom of our outward bchaviour, to diſcover to 
the world what a Maſter we ferve; that hrs ſer- 
vice ts perfeet freedom, his yoke eaſy, and his 
burden light. 

I proceeded, fecondly, to enquire how we might 
preſerve this conſtant cheerfulneſs and perpetual 
rejoicing. And this I told you might be done, 
firſt, by maintaining peace of conſcience: ſecondly, 
by frequently meditating on the great things 
our bleſſed Lord has done and ſuffered for us: 
thirdly, by living in a ſteady belief of a Provi- 
dence. This I but juſt entered upon, and only 
ſhewed in general how naturaily this faith 
elevates the mind of man, and invigorates his 
ſpirits. 

I now go on, as I propoſed, to take a more 
particular view of the different diſpenſations of 
Providence, the variety of fortunes which men are 
expoſed to in this world; and ſhew you what an 
influence a firm belief that there is a ſupreme 


Governor and Diſpenſer of all things ought to 
have 
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have upon a good man, both in proſperity and 
adverſity. 


The ſuperintendency of Providence may, in- 
deed, feem needieſs to ſome, whilſt men baſk 
in the ſunſhine of proſperity: and at that ſeaſon, 
too true it 1s, God ſeldom has a place in their 
thoughts. They eat, drink, and are merry; en- 
Joy all the bleſſings and comforts of life, without 
ſo much as reflecting from whence they come, 
or looking up to the bountiful hand of their 
liberal benefactor. But this is but a trifling joy; 
a very inconſiderable ſatisfaction: it is earthly, 
ſenſual, and brutiſh. Would ſach but call in the 
aſſiſtance of their reaſon, it would ſoon declare 
how very trifling the value of worldly proſperity 
is, if there were no Providence; not only from the 
uncertainty of the poſſeſſion, but from the na- 
ture of the thing itſelf, For what ſatisfaction 
can the comforts of life afford a conſiderate man, 
if they are mercly the reſult of chance, or an in- 
diſcriminate cauſe? But, on the other hand, if 
he regards them as gifts and favours of a wiſe 
and a good God, then, and then only, are they 
comfortable indeed. This is the ſatisfaction a 
good man enjoys from temporal bleflings. It 


ariſes 
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ariſes from the contemplation of the liberal bounty 
reached out to him by the hands of his good 
Providence, who has promiſed to make thoſe 
who rely on him, objects of his care. Upon the 
receipt of every new bleſſing, the good man is 
full of thankful acknowledgments; and, with 
hands and eyes lifted up towards heaven, grate- 
fully confeſſes with the Pſalmiſt -The eyes of all 
things look up unto thee, O Lord! Thou giveſt 
them their meat in due ſeaſon ; thou openeſt thine 
hand, and filleſt with thy bleſſing every living 


thing. He doubts not but he will {till punc- 


tually feed him with food convenient for him; 
and, to ſupply his neceſſities, continue to him 
the plentiful uſe of his good creatures ; and, on 
this hope, travels through life with cheerfulneſs 
and pleaſure. 

But ſuppoſe the fcene of affairs immediately 
changed ; ſuppoſe him on a ſudden plunged 
from the height of happineſs and plenty to the 
depth of want and miſery ; from a ſtate of per- 
fect health, thrown upon a bed of ficknels ; 
from eaſe and indolence called to ſuffer for the 
ſake of Chriſt. Though theſe are ſevere trials, 
and hard to be borne by fleſh and blood, yet the 


thoughts from whence they come, and for what 


reaſons 
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reaſons they may be allotted him, not only keep 
him from ſinking under the heavy burden, but 
are, in ſome meaſure, a comfort and refreſhment 
to his ſoul. 

Is he reduced to poverty? that can never 
ſhake him: his piety raiſes him beyond the 
reach of fortune. He knows that man does not 
live by bread alone, and that it is but food and 
raiment he has any neceſſary occaſion for. He 
acquieſces in the wiſe diſpenſations of an over- 
ruling Power; and thence ſatisfies himſelf that 
his loving Father has only deprived him of 
what probably might have been injurious to 
him; and that through his poverty (which alſo 
may be a trial of his faith and patience) he 
deſigns that grace ſhould much more abound. He 
further recollects, that the tenure of his poſſeſ- 
ſions was very uncertain ; he had not the leaſt 
property in them; they were only lent him; and 
that therefore he ought cheerfully to reſign them 
when the proprietor remands them ; and grate- 
fully acknowledge his indulgence in the uſe of 
them. Supported by ſuch conſiderations, the 
good man dutifully reſigns up all in the words of 
holy Job — Naked came I out of my mother's 
womb, and naked fhall I return thither : the 


Lord 
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Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken awoy ; bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord! If he has any concern 
about him, it is not ſo much for himſelf as for 
others : it is becauſe his hand is ſhortened and 
reſtrained from doing public good; that he is not 
full enough to overflow the neighbouring vales, 
and refreſh them, as well as himſelf, with his 
bountiful ſtreams; that he has not fortune 
enough to keep pace with his pious withes, and 
that all mankind cannot profit by him. 

Is he caſt on the bed of fickneſs? what com- 
fort and refreſhment does the belicf of God's 
providence afford him! Whatever be his fick- 
nets, he conſiders it as a viſitation from God, 
the Lord of life and death; as the correction of 
a tender parent, who will ſanctify his affliction 
unto. him, and, as a reward of his obedience, 
cither reſtore him to his former health, or take 
him out of the miſery of a ſinful world. This 
is the ſource of his joy; a joy which the world 
cannot give. 

I would not here be underſtood to fay that 
religion changes the nature of afflictions, and 
renders its profeſſors inſenſible. Afflictions, 
doubtleſs, are grievous ; what fleſh and blood 
cannot but fecl : but this I fay, that ſuch pious 


reflections 
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reflections will revive the drooping foul, and 
inſpire it with a pleaſure much exceeding the 
| pains of the body. The dejected Chriſtian may 
at any time check himſelf, in the words of the 
Pſalmiſt, and, with this holy charm, repreſs all 
inſurrections of trouble and uneaſineſs hy art 
* thou caſt down, O my ſoul ! and why art thou ſo 
diſquieted within me? O put thy truſt in God, 
for I will yet thank him who is the help of my 
countenance, and my God. 
Is he called, after the example of his great 
maſter and his apoſtles, to ſuffer perſecution or 
martyrdom, for the ſake of his religion ? even 
in ſuch a fiery trial, a Chriſtian has ſomewhat 
whereof to rejoice. The temptation, indeed, is 
ſtrong; but the ſatisfaction of dying for a good 
cauſe, the conſideration of the joy that is ſet 
before him, together with the promiſed cheering 
influences of God's ſpirit, take away the ſting 
and terror of the croſs, ſtrip perſecution of its 
ghaſtly forms, and reconcile all the difficulties 
of a deſpicable life, or a painful death. 

Bat there is yet another part of religion, moſt 
of all apt to cheer and delight the mind, and that 
is, a fixed attention to the great rewards of the 


other world, which Chriſt has purchaſed for, and 


promited 


SERMON XII. 175 


promiſed to, all that love and endeavour to 
pleaſe him. To conſider that we are not left 
deſtitute in this world, but that we are under 
the guardianſhip of an all- careful Providence, is 
a truly reviving reflection: yet were it not for 
the promiſe and expectation of the next life; the 
waiting for the ſecond coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, a melancholy gloom would overſhadow 
all, and the beſt Chriſtian would be of all men 
the moſt miſerable. It would not be enough to 
be afſured of not going to a place of torment, 
unleſs, at the ſame time, we were ſecure of 
paſſing through the Valley and Shadow of Death, 
to a place of endleſs joy. The very thoughts of 
ſinking into a ſtate of annihilation, or dropping 
into nothing, would ſtrike a damp on all our 
enjoyments. Nothing leſs than immortality can 
keep up our ſpirits, or be reliſhed by our thirſty 
ſouls. Convinced of a reſurrection to eternal 
life, man is happy; and nothing but fruition 
can exceed his happineſs. For whereas faith 1s 
only a general aſſurance that ſuch and ſuch 
pleaſures are the undoubted portion of every 
pious man ; hope more particularly applies this 
to ourſelves, and, in ſoft whiſpers to the ſoul. 
tells the good man that he has an actual intercft 


th eren. 13 
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therein; that his name is writen in heaven; 
that he is enrolled in the book of life. 

Whence then can ſorrow come; or how can 
ſadneſs, that child of darkneſs, inſinuate itſelf 
into that foul which has before it ſuch a nobie 
proſpect ? is conſcious that he is an heir of 
God, a joint heir with Chriſt ? This anchor 
mulſt ſupport up the Chriſtian under the greateſt 
preſſure of all temporal calamities. To him that 
hath this hope, a crown of thorns muſt fit as 
eaſy as a diadem: on him the boiſterous waves of 
this troubleſome world muſt ſpend their idle 
rage in Vain, whilſt he has in view ſuch an 
haven of reſt and happineſs. He who has before 
him the bleſſed proſpect of an heavenly Canaan, 
cannot but cheerfully travel through the wilder- 
neſs he may meet with by the way. 

But, bcfides theſe deep and inexhauſtible 
ſprings of joy, there are millions of others, as 
it were rivulets and branches, which all likewiſe 
produce and occaſion delight ; a few of which 
I Hall juſt mention, and conclude. How ſweet 
is the contemplation of the rich bounty of God 
in the creation of the world ; and in produc- 
ing ſo goodly a frame, ſo copious a ſtore of 
thinzs, with a ſpecial regard to our ſuſtenance 


and 
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and accommodation! All the works of God 
praiſe him, and are fit materials to employ, 
elevate and tranſport the mind. The diſciples 
of our bleſſed Lord pleaſed themſelves in ſarvey- 
ing and admiring the outward ſtructure of the 
temple : but, alas! what is that to the ſtu- 
pendous creation of heaven and earth? 
Again—lIf the works of God affect the foul 
with pleaſure and admiration, what muſt the 
contemplation of God himſelf do, who is in- 
finite perfection, therefore incomprehenſible ? 
Such glory is too wonderful and excellent for 
our apprehenſion : we can only bow down and 
worſhip. The ſoul is at a loſs where to gaze, 
and where to commend: not only we, but 
angels and archangels are incapable of ſurveying 
the Deity, however with joy they ſurround 
his courts, and fill thoſe bright manſions with 
zealous acclamations and endleſs hallclujahs. 
Again — What a real pleaſure does the good 
man feel in works of charity; in diſtributing 
his alms among his diſtreſſed brethren; in c- 
ing the naked, in feeding the hungry, and in 
viſiting the fatherlefs and widows in their affiic- 
tions! How comfortable is the reflection on 
the vaſt and diſproportionate retributions which 
Veoh: +. N are 
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are promiſed to ſuch a godlike temper of mind! 
How inexpreſſibly pleaſing the ſenſations on 
every act of benevolence ! 

In ſhort, how inconceivably comfortable is 
prayer! the greateſt privilege any creature is 
capable of to hold correſpondence, when we 
pleaſe, with the eternal King of kings! And 
what unſpeakable ſatisfaction does the believing 
ſupplicant enjoy, when he publickly enters 
God's houſe, or privately betakes himſelf to his 
Cloſct ! 

Go on then, happy Chriſtians ! attend to 
your high calling, and ſerve the Lord with glad- 
neſs. See that your Hearts condemn you not; and 
then ſuffer nothing to diſquiet or moleſt you. 
Be zealous to promote the great cauſe you are 
engaged in ; and, be the circumſtances of your 
warfare what they will, as becomes faithful 
foldiers of Chriſt, rejoice evermore. 


Now to God the Father, the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, now and for 


ever. 
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ROMANS, CHAP, I. VER. 11. 


For I long to ſee you, that I may impert to you fome ſpi- 
ritual gift, to the end that you may be eſtabliſhed, 


þ& han Epiſtle is ſuppoſed to he the laſt St. 


Paul wrote before he went to Rome; and 
was placed firſt, either as being written to the 
imperial city, or for the exccllency. of the doc- 
trine contained in it. It was written from Co- 
rinth, before he had ſcen tlie Romans: For I 
long, ſays he, to ſee you: the reaſon was, that 
he might impart to thein, or beſtow on them, 
| ſome ſpiritual gift, according to the cuſtom of 
the Apoſtles, by the zpofition of bis hands * 
T hen laid they their hands du them (tothe Scrip- 


ture informs us their uſage was), and they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt. The end of his imparting 
N 2 this 
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this gift to them was, that they might be eſtab- 
liſhed, or confirmed. For I long to ſee you, &c. 
Theſe words I ſhall apply (as the generality 
of commentators have done) to the rite or ce- 
remony of confirmation; and ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing, fir/t, of this ceremony in general; /e- 
condly, enquire into its nature and fignification ; 
from which will naturally ariſe ſome uſeful ex- 
hortations. | 
Firſt, then, of this ceremony in general. 
That Ja ing on of hands is a mere ceremony, 
having nothing of intrinſic goodneſs to recom- 
mend its ute to us, is acknowledged by all: 
and yet this ceremony, indifferent as it was in 
itſelf, was uſed by our bleſſed Saviour on ſeve- 
ral occaſions, and practiſed by the Apoſtles in 
many inſtances. To preſerve good order and 
decency, the eſtabliſhment of ceremonies is 
highly neceſſary; and whatever prejudices ſome 
may have againſt them, they are rather to be 
imputed to indiſcretion, ot perverſeneſs, than to 
the practice of things in themſelves indifferent. 
Our bleſſed Lord was fo far from ſcrupling to 
uſe lawful and innocent rites, that he adopted 
two Tewfh ceremontes into the Chriſtian doc- 
trine : the one from baptizing of preſelytes ; the 
| other 
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other from the pe- cnium of the Paſchal Lamb : 
neither of which was enjoined by the Levical 
law ; and yet both of theſe appointed by him, 
as the laſting and perpetual ſacraments of his 
church. From hence it is evident, that it is 
not unlawful to appoint rites and ceremonies, 
ſo they tend to order and edification. By a 
word from his mouth, he might have infuſed 
his holy Spirit into the hearts of his Apoſtles : 
but his infinite wiſdom rather choſe to join with 
it that ſignificant ceremony of breathing on 
them, thereby ſhewing, that he did, at that in- 
ſtant, immediately from himſelf convey the 
Holy Ghoſt unto them. And, to come cloſer 
to our preſent purpoſe, had he been ſcrupulous 
in ſuch matters of indifference, the pronouncing 
his benediion on the children that were brought 
to him, had been ſufficient; he had never taken 
them up in bis arms, and laid his hands pon 
them ; uſing ceremonies burthenſome to him 17, 
as well as offenſive to others. Without en- 
tering any farther into this point, let it fuf- 
fice to ſay, that the holy Scriptures do abun- 
dantly teſtify this to be the co:.Nant practice of 
the Apoſtles, as a proper expedient for decency» 
and the peace of the church, 


N I come 
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I come now, ſecondly, to enquire into the 
nature and /ignification of the ceremony of con- 
firmation. | 

I need not tell you, that the hand is the 
member or inſtrument by which we beſtow, or 
convey, our gifts and kindneſſes to others: 
and that even nature carries the father's hand 
towards the head of his child, although, at that 
inſtant, he knows not how, or why he does it, 
when he outwardly prays for, or inwardly wiſhes 
him a bleſſing. The eaſtern heathens were not 
ſtrangers to this cuſtom. Behold, ſays Naaman 
the Syrian, when he went away diſſatisfied with 
the remedy preſcribed to him, of waſhing ſeven 
times in Jordan — Behold, I thought be would 
ſurely come out to me, and ſtand and call upon 
the name of the Lord his God, and /{rike, or lay, 
tors hands over the place, and recover the leper, 
This ceremony, long before the giving of the 
law, vas uſually joined with paternal benedic- 
tions : thus the father of the patriarchs, by 
prayer, and impoſition of hands, bleſſed the ſons 
of Joleph. Under the law, the conſecration of 
things, or perſons, to the ſervice of God, was, 
by divine appointment, to be performed by 
laying on of bands. Thus Moſes conveyed to 


Joſhua 
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Joſhua a part of his government : when he laid 
his hands on him, Joſhua not only reccived the 
| honour, but the more neceſſary qualification of 
majeſty, the ſpirit of God. And as bleſſings, 
ſpiritual and temporal, were conveyed by this 
ceremony, ſo our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
thought fit to retain and uſe it, when they re- 
covered the ſick, abſolved penitents, bleſſed in- 
fants, confirmed the baptized, and when they 
ordained prieſts and deacons. We, therefore, 
retaining this primitive inſtitution, may com- 
fortably expect a bleſſing when this holy office 
is adminiſtered by the hands of the biſhops, the 
lawful ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles. The gifts 
that were conveyed on the adminiſtration of this 
office by the Apoſtles, were of two forts, ord:- 
nary and ex/raordinary : the extraordinary were 
ſuch as the infancy of the church did then re- 
quire ; ſuch as «writing miracles, (peaking firange 
languages, &c. The ordinary were, the enlight- 
ening their minds, inflaming their affuctions, and 
endowing them with all the inward aſſiſtances of 
the holy Spirit to ſtrengthen their faith, and in- 
ſpirc their reſolutions. The exrraordinary gifts 
were of a temporary nature, now no longer ne- 
ceſſary: the other will continue till the diſſolu- 
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tion of the world : though no miracles are 
wrought, we ſtill receive thoſe inward graces 
and virtues which were fignified and demon- 
ſtrated by thoſe ſigns; the fruits whereof are 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, and temperance. — The 
deſign then of confirmation 1s this: to take 
upon ourſelves the performance of that covenant 
which we entered into with God at our baptiſm. 
Baptiſm 1s a covenant by which certain condi- 
tions are promiſed to be performed on the part 
of the perſon baptized, and certain privileges 
aſſured to be conferred on the part of God. In- 
fants being incapable of entering into this co- 
venant, their ſuretzes, whoſe duty it is to in- 
ſtruct them, engage for their promiſe and per- 
formance of them. When then they come to 
age of diſcretion, and are well inſtructed in the 
nature of that covenant for which their ſure- 
tics are engaged, if they are defirous to continue 
to be partakers of the privileges which God has 
given to the members of the church of Chriſt, 
they muſt, in the preſence of God and his 
church, /-/emnly declare. their reſolution of per- 
forming their part of this covenant, and 7reely 
take upon themſelves the vow which was made 


for 
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for them at their Sapri/m. Upon their doing 
this, the great privileges of baptiſm are ſealed 
anew, and ſecured to them, by the zmp:/ition of 
hands. There are three periods (ſays an emi- 
« nent writer, Dr. Clarke), from which I ſup- 
« poſe a Chriſtian to begin his religious life — 
« baptiſm, confirmation, and repentance. In thoſe 
e who have been converted from any other reli- 
* gion to chriſtianity, their religious life ought 
eto commence from baptiſm. In thofe who 
e have, from their infancy, been educated in 
ce the chriſtian religion, their religious life ought 
*« to commence from confirmation. But for thoſe 
* who have neglected this great and folemn op- 
* portunity, or have ſince fallen into any great 
e and wilful fins, the only remaining time from 
« whence their religious life can be reckoned, 
is repentance.” — Confirmation then may be 
looked upon as the ſecond ſtage of our chriſtian 
life; a time when we begin to act for ourſelves, 
and ſincerely reſolve to put thoſe good princi- 
ples in practice in which we have been edu- 
cated. Well would it be for us, if confirmation 
was celebrated now with the ſame preparation 
and reverence as in the primitive church. There 


no one was admitted to be confirmed, till he was 
well 


186 S ER MON XIV. 


well acquainted with the principles of chriſti- 
anity, and underſtood the nature of that vow he 
was going to take upon himſelf. And in that 
age, no one was admitted to the holy ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper, till he had been confirmed. 
Thus the Chriſtians of thoſe days paſſed through 
a regular courſe of religious education ; by that 
they were confirmed in virtue, and ever ready to 
give, on ſound principles, a reaſon of the hope that 
was in them. Well, I ſay, would it be for us, 
if that diſcipline of the primitive church was 
revived : then that ſhameful ignorance, in which 
ſo many Chriſtians live and die, would, in a 
great meaſure, be prevented. Shameful ignorance, 
I fay ; for, I am well perſuaded, thouſands live 
in a fair communion with the church of Chriſt, 
and partake of its ſacraments, without under- 
ſtanding the common principles of chriſtianity, 
or the nature of religion in general. They are 
Chriſtians, becauſe their parents were Chriſ- 
tians ; they are of this or that particular church 
for the ſame reaſon ; they have never received 
any Proper inſtructions, nor given themſelves 
the leaſt trouble to ſeek them. But theſe diſ- 
orders would be prevented by the reſtitution of 
primitive diſcipline : till that be reſtored, what 


Can 


SERMON XIV. 187 


can be done, but that parents, ſureties, guar- 
dians, and all who are entruſted with the educa- 
tion of children, double their diligence in train- 
ing them up in the way they ſhould go ; inſtilliny 
into their tender minds juſt notions of religion 
and morality ; the great privileges conferred on 
them in being members of Chrift, children of 
Cod, and heirs of eternal life: when they have 
qualified them thus, to bring them to confirma- 
lion, to receive the conſummation of baptiſmzal 
grace, on their promiſe of obedience *? 
I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe with ſome uſctul 
exnortations. | 
Fit, I would addreſs myſelf to you, to 
whom this ceremony of confirmation is ſoon to 
be adminiſtered, And let me intreat you to 
conſider what a folemn act you are going to 
perform. You are going to appear before God 
nd his church; and there folemnly to ratify 
and confirm, in your own perſons, what your 
ſuretics promiſed for you at your bapti/in, and 
call down the bleſſing of God on your pious re- 
ſolutions. What action of your lives can be more 
awful? Do not look upon it to be, as too many, 
I fear, do, a mere uſcleſs ceremony. It 1s a 
moſt ſolemn appeal to heaven, and ought not to 


be 
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be lightly, wantonly, and inconſiderately under- 
taken. You are going to profeſs, that you will 
renounce the devil, the world, and the fleſh: to 
this end affect your minds with a deep ſenſe of 
the heinouſneſs of ſin ; and carneſtly entreat 
Almighty God to ſtrengthen your reſolution. 
You are going to profeſs, that you believe all 
the articles of the Chriſtian faith : to this end, 
endeavour to gain a clear and diſtinct knowledge 
of thoſe articles, as compriſed in your creed. 
You are going to profeſs a conſtant obedience to 
God's holy will and commandments : to this end, 
be ſteady in your reſolutions, and beſcech God 
to give you his grace to enable you to perform 
it. When you have been confirmed, look upon 
yourſelves (and I would have all to do it, who 
have been confirmed, for to ſuch I now likewiſe 
adcreſs myſelf), look upon yourtelves as enter- 
ing upon, or having entered, a new life. Fre- 
quently reflect on the promiſes you have made 
to God, and the neceſſity you are under of per- 
forming them. Perfevere in the conſtant prac- 
tice of religion and virtue. Be careful to avoid 
all temptations to fin. Flee from idleneſs and bad 
company, as the greateſt enemies to your ſal- 
vation. Strive to grow in grace, and zealouſly 


preſs 


SERMON XIV. 189 


preſs forward to perfection: to this end, be par- 
ticularly careful to attend the great duties of re- 
ligion; be inſtant both in private and public 
prayer; and never turn your backs on the ta- 
ble of the Lord. You have all the means of 
inſtruction offered you: let not our minilry be 
blamed through your inattention and neglect of 
them. You will have no excuſe for your neg- 
ligence ; for they who offer to inſtruct you will 
be witneſſes againſt you: nay, you will be 92017- 
neſſes againſt yourſelbes. Few there are, it is to 
be feared, among us, who have received chi, {þi- 
ritual gift, I mean, who have been confirmed, 
but who, through their own neglect, have been 
ſo unfortunate as to loſe thoſe graces they then 
obtained. In order to recover theſe, I would ex- 
hort you to be diligent and attentive in hearing, 
reading, meditating, and applying that word of 
truth, which was written by the inſpiration of 
the holy Spirit, t make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
I would exhort you, /econdly, to be faithful and 
frequent in receiving the holy facrament of the 
Lord's ſupper ; that heavenly. feaſt which calls 
down the divine Spirit to our aid, enlightens 
our minds, inflames our affections, damps the 
fare of our irregular appetites, and is the mot! 
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ſovereign remedy for all the diſtempers of the 
ſoul. If there went ſuch a virtue out of Chriſt's 
natural body, when he was upon earth, that 
great cures were wrought by it ( 7 I may but 
touch his garment, ſaid the woman, I ſhall be 
whole J. what a great bleſſing muſt the receiving 
it in the ſacrament bring with it to the devout 
ſoul, addrefling itſelf to him with a lively faith, 
that he is able and willing to heal us! 
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« Do thou, therefore, O gracious God, who 
art the author and fountain of all goodneſs, 
give us grace ſo to hear and read thy word, 
rightly and duly to apply and make uſe of 
all thy folemn rites and ordinances ; and fo to 
pray to and praiſe thee on earth ; that we 
may be qualified to receive thoſe unſpeakable 
bleſſings which thou haſt prepared for all thy 
true and faithful ſervants from the beginning 
of the world : grant this, O merciful Father, 


for Jeſus Chriſt's iake — to whom, with 


thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 


glory, now and for ever.” 
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ISAIAH, CHAP. XXXV. FORMER PART OF VER. 4. 


Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be firong, 
ſear not.” 


T is ſomething very remarkable, that, not- 
withſtanding all mankind partake of the 
ſame nature, and are deſcended from the ſame 
common parent, yet every individual man has 
ſomething in the ſtructure and motion of his 
body, the features and lineaments of his face, 
and in the air of his countenance, peculiar to 
himſelf, and which diſtinguithes him from ail 
others of his own ſpecies: and it is ſtill more 
obſervable, that there is as great a diverſity in 
the temper of men's minds, as there is in the 
frame and conſtitution of their bodies. "I'hi 
happens not only among natives of different 
countries, 
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countries, but even among thoſe of the ſame 
nation, and even the ſame family. One is of a 
ſprightly and volatile temper ; raſh and for- 
ward in any enterpriſe ; careleſs and improvi- 
dent of any danger ; apt to flatter himſelf with 
vain hopes, and eaſily tranſported in an exceſs 
of joy. Another is, in the expreſſion of the 
text, fearful of heart; dreading the iſſue of 
every action; timorous and irreſolute in every 
attempt; ſunk and diſpirited under every the 
leaſt proſpect of danger, and trembling at every 
the moſt diſtant appearance or ſhadow of evil. 

Though the words before us are more parti- 
cularly to be addreſſed to the latter of theſe ; 
yet, leſt what is ſaid to encourage the fearfu/ 
ſhould be miſapplied to embolden the raſh, and 
harden the preſumptuous, I ſhall, | 

Fir, Lay before you ſome of the miſchicfs 
and diforders that ariſe from the want of fear. 

Secondly, Some of thoſe that ariſe from the 
exceſs of it. And, 

Thirdly, Shall ſhew, that to live in the Jear 
of God, is the moſt effectual remedy to cure the 
exceſſes or defects of all our other fears. 

As our infinitely wife and good Maker in- 
tended every paſhon he implanted in us for our 

benefit ; 
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benefit; ſo the paſſion of fear, when exerted on a 
juſt occaſion, and kept within the bounds of rea- 
ſon, is highly neceſſary and uſeful; is inſtrumen- 
tal to the preſervation of our bodies and ſouls, to 
the ſecurity of our preſent and future welfare. 
Fear is, in ſome ſenſe, in our temporal, as well as 
ſpiritual concerns, the beginning of wiſdom. It diſ- 
covers itſelf very early in our natures, and appears 
in our infancy with the firſt dawnings of reaſon. 
It is a proper counterpoiſe for the raſhneſs and 
unwearineſs of that tender age ; and ſerves as a 
pilot inſtead of reaſon, while our underſtandings 
are too weak to direct our ſteps. It is of ſer- 


vice to us in every ſtage of life, to awaken our 


ſenſes, and to alarm our reaſon. The provi- 
dence of God has placed this paſſion in man, 
to rouſe him up to provide for his own ſafety 
and welfare. He has placed fear in our boſoms, 
as a guard, or centinel, over a beſieged town, 
to give notice of any impending danger. Di- 
veſted of this paſſion, what a ſlothful, heedleſs, 
unwary creature would man become ! His 
whole life would be a continued ſcene of inad- 
vertency and folly; unprepared for any evil 
event, unarmed againſt the ſurpriſe of any ſud- 
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den oppoſition, and unguarded againſt all man- 
ner of danger. His ſchemes would be formed 
without deliberation, and carried on without pru- 
dence or caution. Unconcerned for every future 
event, little would he regard his health, his repu- 
tation, his fortune, and his morals. Undaunted at 
the dreadful conſequences of riot and debauchery, 
every luſt, every appetite, would he indulge ; 
impair his conſtitution, hurry on painful diſ- 
eaſes, and untimely death. Luxury and prodi- 
gality would ſoon ruin the wealthy, if want and 
poverty had loſt their terrors. Bravery and true 
honour would ſoon diſappear, if the dread of diſ- 
grace and ignominy did not heighten their luſ- 
tre. Virtue and moral honeſty would be but mere 
names and empty ſhadows, if the fear of God, the 
apprehenſions of another life, and the dread of the 
threatened puniſhments, as well as. the natural 
conſequences. of wickedneſs, did not create and 
influence them, In a word, had not Provi- 
dence planted in man the rational and well- 
grounded paſſion of fear, no ſelf-government, - 
no ſelf-preſervation, no ſafety, no prudent con- 
duct in private families, or public ſocieties ; 
no deliberation; no diſcretion, no forefight or 

precaution, 
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precaution, nothing but deſtruction and miſery, 
anarchy and confuſion, could have ſubſiſted in 
the world. | 

I come now, ſecondly, to conſider the miſchicfs 
and diſorders occationed by an cxcefs of Her. 

As this paſſion is one of the ſtrongeſt, and 
of the greateſt ſervice, when duly regulated, 
and rightly applied; ſo it is productive of the 
greateſt evils, when it is too much indulged ; 
and of all other paſſions the moſt difficult to be 
reſtrained, when too predominant. 

As man naturally ſeeks his own ſafety, {5 it 
is no wonder that the generality of mankind are 
too prone to give into that paſſion which was 
principally and immediately intended to guard 
their welfare and ſecurity. And hence, no 
doubt, it is, that exceſs of fear 1s frequently 
more deſtructive than the want of it. Thus 
the gallant ſoldier, who bravely dares to en- 
counter his enemy, and undauntediy ſuſtains all 
the dangers of war, is in much leſs danger than 
him who attempts to ſecure his life by flight 
and deſertion. Our Saviour himſelf confirms 
the truth of this obſervation ; that whoever 1s 
felicitgus to preſerve his hife, the fame fhall Ieſe 
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it. This will hold true in every ſort of fear. 
Thus the fear of fickneſs (which, when kept 
within the bounds of moderation, is undoubt- 
edly neceſſary for the preſervation of health) 
often produces imaginary diſtempers ; and in 
diſeaſes of every kind, the very apprehenſion of 
them, without any other cauſe, produces ef- 
fects more fatal than the diſeaſe itſelf. 

The paſſion of fear, when it ariſes on any 
occaſion, is the cauſe of ſtrange confuſion in 
the body. The circulation of the blood is ſuſ- 
_ pended, the ſpirits checked in their excurſion, 
and the heart arreſted in its motion ; and the 
whole frame, by frequent fits, or long indul- 
gence of this paſſion, being thus frequently 
diſordered, and every part hindered in the per- 
formance of its office, it muſt in time wholly 
corrupt the whole ſyſtem of the body ; nor, 
when too violent and raging, is it leſs hurtful 
to the mind. Other paſſions may more eaſily 
be moderated. 4 ſoft anſwer will turn away 
wrath. Grief may be appeaſed by condolence. 
Dejire may be quenched by abſence. Pity is 
its own relief. Toy and grief, the ſtronger they 
ſeize us, the ſooner they abate, and may be 
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reaſoned down into calmneſs. But fear 1s an 
incurable diſorder : time increaſes its torments, 
and enhances its terrors ; abſence can afford no 
relief, ſince the dreaded object ever haunts the 
imagination. Though the evil it ſhudders at 
is neceſſarily diſtant, yet it ſeems always preſent. 
It anticipates its miſery, inſtead of ſtriving to 
prevent it; and makes itſelf its torment, which 
was intended as a guard againſt pain. It is ever 
deaf to the voice of reaſon ; and though the 
underſtanding, amid all the vapours and clouds 
of darkneſs, is able to relieve it by its dictates, 
the will is grown ſo damp and Janguid, that it 
is too faint, too irreſolute, to perform it. Herr, 
like Solomon's ſluggard, dreads @ lian in the 
Way. Hence the unhappy objects of this paſ- 
ſion are at laſt plunged into melancholy, into 
diſtraction, into deſpair, into ſelf- murder. By 
men of ſuch fearful and gloomy diſpotitions 
were the notions of alte reprcbation, of fate 
and deſtiny, firſt formed and propagated : and 
by men of the ſame temper and complexion are 
the ſame vile tenets ſtill embraced. Hence they 
become not only diffident of themſcives, but 
diſtruſtful of infinite Goodnels : this makes them 
look 
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look upon theinſclves as veſſels of wrath, cre- 
ated to be miſerable, and doomed to deſtruction; 

nd hurrics them to meet their damnation by a 
violent and untimely death. And even when 
men's fears have ariſen only from temporary 
evils, an unexpected alarm of danger, or a ſud- 
den fright, has often given fo violent a ſhock 
to the brain, as to itartle them into madneſs, 
and ever deprive them of their underſtanding. 

Havin g laid before you the miſchiefs and diſor- 
ders that ariſe from the exceſs and defect of 
car, I proceed, in the 

Third and laſt place, to ſhew, that to live 
in the fear of God is the moſt effectual remedy 
we can apply to prevent our running into either 
ci the extremes. | 
It is true of every one of the paſſions, but 

more eſpecially of is, that the more uſeful it 
is, when rightly employed, and duly regulated, 
ſo much the greater miſchief does it produce, 
When it ariſes on trivial occaſions, or ex- 
CEcas its dus bounds. It exerts itſelf dif- 
terently in different conſtitutions; and the 
more 


Yrevelent it is, the greater virtue does it 


lence courage has al- 


moſt 
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moſt appropriated to itſelf the name of virtue, 
as that ſeems to be the maſter-{pring by which 
all good and virtuous actions are put in motion. | 
Want of courage implies want of jai7h and L 
truſt in Providence. No ſooner had the affright- 
ed diſciples awakened their Maſter, to implore 
him to ſave them from the ſhipwreck, but he 
reproved them for their unneceliary and exceſ- 
ſive fears — hy are ye ſ fearjul, O ye of 
little faith ? 

God, whoſe providence implantcd in us the 
paſſion of fear, to make us provident and watch- 
ful for our preſervation, is himſelf more visi- 
lant to preſerve us, than we are to provide for 
ourſelves. By him we have been holden up ever 
fince we were born; on him we depended when 
we hanged yet on our mother's breaf's : white 
our ſenſes and fears are allecp, be is abaut our 


* 


path, and about our bed, to protect us. Hr 1 
that planted the ear, ſhall he not hear ? Ile that 
made the eye, ſhall he not fee every evil that max . 
annoy us? In the multitude of all forrows, of 
all dangers without, and all fears within, e 
comfort only and protection can refreſh our . 


As God gave us the paſſion of fear, he atone 
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is the moſt proper, and the moſt reaſonable ob- 
je& of it. Every other fear carries with it a 
plain intimation, that we ought rather zo fear 
God. The fear of pain, ſickneſs, danger, or 
death, ſaggeſts to us the fear and reverence of 
that all-ſufficient Being, who alone can ſupply 
all our wants, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of 
life and death. How did the contemplation of 
his providence animate and revive the royal 
Pſalmiſt! The Lord is my light and my ſalva- 
tion; whom then ſhall I fear ? The Lord is the 
ſtrengtb of my hife ; of whom then ſhall J be 
afraid? A juſt ſenſe of the attributes of the 
Almighty ever animates and inſpires the good 
and virtuous. Amid all the dangers and miſ- 
fortunes which life is daily obnoxious to, he looks 
up to God as his guide, his comforter, his 
friend, his guardian, and protector, his father 
and redeemer. Though he is too blind to fore- 
ſee, and too impotent to avert, misfortunes, he. 
wants no foreſight to conduct him, ſince he is 
under the continual inſpection of an all-ſeeing 
eye: he wants no power, fince he truſts in his 
aſſiſtance, whoſe almighty hand is ever extend- 


ed in his defence, and whoſe ſtrength is made 
perfect 
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perfet in weakneſs. Such is the confidence 


which religion inſpires ; a confidence, by which 
we are enabled, like holy Job, that eminent 
inſtance of afflicted virtue, amid the ſevereſt 
trials, 7o retain our integrity, and, in ſpite of 
all the inſults of malicious infinuations, not 76 
curſe God, and die. 

The man, who has no ſtings of conſcience 
to diſhearten him, no guilt to ſtrike a damp on 
his ſoul, what can daunt, what can diſmay him ? 
Though the pillars of the earth were ſhaken, 
though the bills be carried into the midſt of the 
fea, though the whole frame of nature were 
diſſolved, and this world reduced to its original 
chaos, yet he being well aſſured he ſhall ſur- 


vive its ruins, may ſtand undaunted on the ge- 


neral wreck. Fear is only the effect of a guilty 
conſcicnce. The wicked, ſays Solomon, flee 
when no man purſueth ; but the righteous is bold 
as a lion. If we cannot juſtify our actions at 
the tribunal of our own conſciences, how maſt 
we trembie at every ſhadow of danger, that 
may haſten our appearance before the tribunal 
of Goa! Every event is apt to ſtartle and ruf- 
fle a mind conſcious of its own wickednets ; 
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the minuteſt accident, even a ſhaken leaf, will 
ſurpriſe and chaſe it: for wickedneſs, ſays the 
ſon of Sirach, is condemned by its own witneſs ; 
is always affrighted, and anticipates danger.— 
Thus Cain, when he embrued his hands in his 
brother's blood, was afraid that every one. he 
met would flay him. Thus Herod, when he 
heard of the fame of Jeſus, believed him to be 
John the Baptiſt riſen from the dead, whom 
he had before murdered for his honeſty in re- 
proving him. There can be no ſolid peace to the 
wicked; they are like the troubled ſea, which 
cannot reſt, Fearfulneſs and trembling fre- 
quently ſeize them, and an horrible dread over- 
whelms them. 

The innocent, on the other hand, lays him 
down in peace, and takes his reſt ; he knows 
that God, on whom he relies, watches his ſlum- 
bers, and makes him to dwell in ſafety. As God 
is the only object of his deſires, ſo is he the 
only object of his fears. The caſualties of life 
cannot diſturb him, the terrors of ſickneſs diſ- 
compoſe him, or the horrors of death affright 
him. An example this, highly worthy our 
imitation. The life of the innocent and religious 

teaches 
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teaches us this great and uſeful leſſon, 70 keep 
innocency, and take heed to the thing that is 
right ; for this alone will calm our other fears, 
bring us peace, and peace at the laſt, in the hour 
of death, and in the day of judgment :—which 
leſſon that we may all learn, and practiſe, God 
of his infinite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, now and 


for ever. 
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